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ADVERTISEMENT. 


PROM a diffidence of his own abilities, 
and from other motives not ſo well 
founded, the Author of the following Let- 
ters thought it expedient, in the firſt edition, 
to throw a ſlight veil over the real ſituation 
in which they were written : he imagined 
alſo, that by this means ſome reflections, 
particularly thoſe on gaming, might be in- 
troduced more naturally, and with a ſtronger 
effect. But having been aſſured by thoſe of 
whoſe friendſhip and judgment he is equal- 
ly convinced, that the aſſumed character 
and feigned ſituation in the two firſt letters 
gave an air of fiction to the real incidents _ 
in the reſt of the work, he has now reſtored 
thoſe two letters to their original form. 
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Fo Ats crate 
D OU LAZ, 


Duke of Hau TON ahd Bainbok, 


Marquis of Douol As, &c. 


MY von DUKE, 


LTHOUGH eſlablithed ee 
might, on this occaſion, juſtify 
| my Holding a lan guage to your ( Grace 
which I never before uſtd, yet you 
have nothing of that kind to fear; 
it is as inconſiſtent with my difpo- 
ſition to offer adulation, as it is con- 
trary to yours to defire it. Nor does 


Vor. I. a this 


® _DEDICATIQN. 


this addreſs, proceed from A vain, be- 
lief that the luſtre of your Name will 
diſpoſe. the Public to wink at the ble⸗ 
ROUNDS. of my Performance. | The 
higheſt titles do not ſcreen even thoſe 
to whom they belong from contempt, 
when their perſonal characters are 
contemptible; far leſs can they ſheltex 
the E. or folly of others. 


F. = + wt 4” 4 * ; 


I am prompted to offer this View of 
Society and Manners to your Grace, by 
ſentiments of the moſt ſincere eſteem. 
and attachment ; and, excluſive of all 
conſiderations of that nature, it is pre- 
ſented with peculiar propriety to you, 
as no other perſon has had equal op- | 
portunities of knowing how far the 
objects it comprehends are juſt, and 
aan drawn from nature. 5 
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se peAT Tes m 


Scoine ellas may imagine, that t 
ſhould have diſplayed more prudent 0 
in offering this work to a leſs com- 
\Petent judge; but I am encouraged 
in my deſire of prefixing your Name 
to theſe imperfect Sketches, by the 
fond perſuaſion that nobody can be 
more inclined to afford them the i in- 
dulgence of which I am ſenſible they 
ſtand i in ſo much need, 


91 have the honour to be, with the 
| moſt reſpectful and cordial regard, | 
Your GRACE's 

Moſt obedient, and (Zing 


| obliged Servant, 
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France, Switzerland, and Germany. 


| Kan 


"LETTER'L 
Paris. 
. ** Was greatly diſappointed by your 
* IN not coming to town as you in- 
— tended, having been for ſome time 
impatient to inform you of what paſſed 
between your young friend 


and me; 
I relied till the moment of our departure 
on having an opportunity of. doing this 
perſonally, and I ſeize the firſt occaſion of 
Vol. I. B com- 


communica in the whole to you, in the 
only manger now in my power. 


8 
& ws . Ld 


| | + Th will remember the uneaſineſs you 
| il [- once exprefled to me on account of that 
| gentleman's propenſity to gaming, and of 
the inconveniencies to which he had been 
| put by ſome recent loſſes ; you will alſo re- 
| member the reſolutions which, in confe- 
ill . quence of your requeſt, he formed againſt 
| play; but you have yet to learn, that he 
: reſumed the dice before the month was 


ended in which he had determined never 
to touch them more, and concluded one 
* unfortunate night, by throwing away a 
: tum i greg any of his former loſſes. 


'+& 


4 Aſhamed 10 his ain he WAY 
concealed his. misfortune from you, and 
i | thereby has been ſubjected to ſome diſtreſſes 
of a more mortifying nature than ang] he 
had enen felt. To Aoi ige 2 
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MANNERS IN FRANCE, &. 3 
What ſhocked him moſt was a cireum- 
ſtance which will not greatly aſtoniſi you 
the indifferenee which many who call 
f themſelves his friends ſhowed at his ſitua- 
tion, and the coldneſs with Which they 
excuſed themſelves from making any at- 
tempts to relieve him from his difficulties. 
Several to whom he had advanced con- 
ſiderable ſums in the days of his good for- 
tune, declared a perfect inability of repay- 
ing any part of their debt; they told ſome 
ſad tale of an unforeſeen accident, which 
had put that entirely out of their power 
for the preſent; yet one of thoſe unfor- 
tunate gentlemen, the ſame evening that 
he refuſed to repay our friend, loſt double 
the ſum, every farthing of which he 
4 Win _ WOE? * N 
Mr. — 8 PREV from W re- 
5 FUG having in a great meaſure failed, 
he applied to Mr. P in the City, who 
ſupplied him with money, at legal intereſt, 
60.0 > B 2 ſufficient 
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ſufßeient 10 "clear all his debts, for which | 


he has. granted him a mortgage on his 


eſtate. While our young friend ed 
me of all this, he declared, that the re- 


morſe he: felt on the recollection of his 
fall 75 was infinitely greater than any pleaſure 
he had ever experienced from winning, or 


| could enjoy from the utmoſt fucceſs, He 


expreſſed, at the ſame time, a ſtrong ſenſe 
of obligation to you and to me, for our 
endeavours to wean him from the habit of 
gaming, regretted that they had not been 


ſooner ſucceſsful, but was happy to find, 
that he ſtill had enough left to enable him 
to live in a decent manner, agreeable to a 
plan of cxconomy which he has laid down, 
and to which he is reſolved to adhere till the 
mortgage is relieved. « I have now (added | 
6 he ; in a ſolemn manner) formed an ulti- 
5 mate reſolution againſt gaming for the reſt 
0s of my life; 3 if I ever deviate from this, | 


« you have a a right to conſider me as devoid 


TY 5 manly firmneſs Ape, truth, unworthy + 
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8 your friendſhip, and the weakeſt of 


2110 1 
« mortals,” N 


F* I Ta. , . 5 $f k Yi 
* 5 q $ 2 1 2 4 * a 2 4 > 
; * 31 4 1114 04: + a FILW, 2d IS lf 
; 


Not 


Notwithſtanding the 3 young gentleman's s 
failure ort a former occaſion, yet the Juſt 
reflexions he made on his paſt conduct, and 
the determined manner in which he ſpoke, 


> 91880 


give me great hopes that he will keep his 
preſent reſolution. To him 1 ſeemed f ully 
perſuaded of this, and ventured to fay, 
that J could ſcarcely regret his laſt run of 
bad luck, which had operated ſo bleſſed an 
effect; for he who has the vigour to diſen- 
tangle himſelf from the ſnares of deep play, 
at the expence of half his fortune, and a 
with his character entire, way on the ns fel 
be eſteemed a fortunate man. I therefore 
inſiſted ſtrongly on the wildem of K his plan, n, 
which I contraſted with the uſual deter- | 
mination of thoſe who have been unlucky | 
at play. Without fortitude to retrench 


their expences, s, or bear their firſt n misf SY 
they can only bring themſelves the length 
of reſolving to renounce gaming as ſoon as 


B 5 they 
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they ſhall regain what they have I and 
imagining they have till a claim to the 
8 money which is now in the pockets of 
others, becauſe it was once in their own, | 
they throw away their whole fortune in 
ſearch of an inconſiderable part, and-finiſh 
by being completely ruined, becauſe they 
could not ſupport a ſmall inconvenience. I 
pointed out, how infinitely more honour- 
able it was to depend for repairing his for- 
tune on his own. ſenſe and perſeve- 
rance, than on the revolutions of chance; 
which, even if they ſhould be favourable, 
could only re-eſtabliſh him at the expence 
of others, moſt probably of thoſe who 
had no hand in oceaſioning his loſſes. His 
- inſeparable | companion — — entered 
While I was in the middle of my harangue. 
Our friend, who had previouſly acquainted 
him with his determination of renouncing 
gaming, endeavoured to prevail on that 
gentleman to adopt the fame meaſure, but 
in vain.— —— laughed at his propoſal, 
ſaid, „he was too eaſily terrified; that 
. 5 * one 
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e. one tolerable run of good fortune would 
, retrieve his affairs; that my fears about 
ruin were mere bugbears; that the word 
% rum, like cannon charged with powder, 
had an alarming ſound, but was attended 
« with no danger; that if the worft ſhould 
happen, I could be but ruined; which was | 
4 only being in the ſame ſituation wath 
* ſome of the moſt faſhionable W in 
the nation.” of 
He then enumerated many l inſtances of 
thoſe who lived as well as the wealthieſt 
men in England, and yet every body pro- 
nounced them ruined. “ There is Ch — 
„ F-—, added he, a man completely 
© ruined; yet beloved by his friends, and 
% admired by his country as much as 
Kerner“ K 91 0 


Too this fine reaſoning I replied, 5 That 
„ if nobody had been influenced by that 
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i gentleman's example, except thoſe; who 


©, poſſeſſed his genius, his turn for play 


&« would never have hurt one man in the 
kingdom; but that thoſe who owed their 


« importance ſolely 1 to their fortune, o ought 


« not to riſk it ſo wantonly as he might 
« do, whoſe fortune had always been of 


40 little 1mportance, when compared with 7 
64 his abilities; ; and ſince they could not 


in the things for 
60 which he was ſo juſtly applauded, they 
« ought not to follow his example in thoſe 
“ for which he was as juſtly condemned ; 
&« for the ſame fire which burns a piece of 
< wood to aſhes, can only melt a guinea, 
1 which ſtill retains, its. intrinſic value, 
5 though. his majeſty s countenance no eager: 


&« * ſhines upon 16. 4 


— — _ did not 9 to reliſh 992 ar- 
gument, ond, ſoon. after left us; but our 


young * ſeemed. e in his re- 
ee e 1 (rang 
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ſolutions; and gave me freſn aſſurances, the 
0 on "ORE I left Lotidon,”" that he never 


8 the intereſt you take in his 
welfare, and the high eſteem he has for 
you, I have thought it right to give You! 

this piece of information which I know will 
afford you pleaſure, His greateſt difficul- 
ty in adhering to the new adopted plan 
will be at firſt; in his preſent ſtate of mind, 
the ſoothings and\ ſupport of friendſhip 
wy ye of the "(Ow ſervice, 


When your affairs permit you to go to 
London, I dare ſay you will take the earlieſt 
opportunity of throwing yourſelf in his 
way : you will find no difficulty in perſuad- 
ing him to accompany you to the country. 

Removed for ſome months from his pre- 
ſent companions and uſual lounging· places, 
the influence of his old habits will gra- 

dually diminiſh; and, confirmed by your 


converſation, 
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converſation, ſmall chance will remain of 
his being ſucked into the old ſyſtem, and 
again whirled round in the vortex of diſſi- 


pation and gaming. 


* 
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4 » N 


3 fY 


"LET TED. 


"Paris, | 


7 OUR. ſetting out for London imme- 
diately on the receipt of my letter, 


is what might have been expected. No- 
thing renders a man ſo active as an eager 


deſire of doing good; and I might have 
foreſeen, that you would catch at the op- 
portunity with which I furniſhed 70k to 
indulge a ruling paſſion. 

It gives me great ſatisfaction to know, 
that our young friend and you are upon 


ſuch a confidential footing ; and I heartily 


hope that nothing will interrupt a connec- 


tion which muſt be a ſource of pleaſing re- 


flection to you, and in every way advan- 


tageous to him,—I had nb doubt that he 


would 
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3016399 9 | 
would readily ag ree to accompany. you to 


the country; but I was not ſo certain thathe | 


might not have found it neceſſary to accept 
of your other very friendly propoſal. —His 
refuſal i 18 a proof, that he has reconciled his 
mind to his circumſtances; j and, with choſe 
ſentiments, 1 am convinced that he will be 


able to live within his remaining yearly i in- 0 
come with more  Gtisfaction than he 
enjoyed when he ſpent five times that. 5 


ſum. | ( 


wy 
TE 


ai,, 3 RE 1 LEED 
You inſiſt ſo much on my writing to 


you regularly, from the different places 


where I may reſide during my abſence from 
| England, that J begin to believe you are in 
| earneſt, and ſhall e obey yaus com · 
m. 885 


1 
* wy ; 


Do... know you do not expect in me a f 
5 minute account of churches and palaces." % 
However agreeable theſe may be to the 


At 3 olg ſpectator , 


yew 
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ſpectator, they generally d but a ſlen- | 
der entertainment when ſerved W, in | dev 

ſcription, F 
There are countries, fore 2 which, I 
may again viſit before my return to Eng- | 
land, whoſe appearance always ſtrikes the 
eye wich delight; but it is difficult to 
convey a preciſe idea of theix beauties 
in words. The pencil is a more Powerful 
vehicle than the pen for that purpoſe; * 
for the landſcape is apt to vaniſh from 
the mind before the deſcription can be 
read. # 50 


The manners, can and charadders 
of. the people may probably furniſh. the 
chinf materials, in 'the correſpondence 
you exact, with ſuch reflections as may 
ariſe from the ſubject. Wa theſe, T-ap- 
priſe you before-hand, I ſhall take what 
. I pleaſe And though, the com 
plexion 
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plexion of my letters may moſt probably 
receive ſome tint or ſhade of ' colouring 
from the country where they may be 
wrote; yet if I take it into my head to 
inſiſt on the little tricks of an attorney, 
when you expect to hear of the politics 
of a prime miniſter; or, if J tell you a 
tale about an old woman, when you are 
impatient for anecdotes of a great general, 
you muſt not fret or fall into a paſſion; 
for if you do not permit me to write 
on what ſubjects I pleaſe, and treat them 
in my own. way, the correſpondence 
you require would become a ſad ſlavery to 
me, and of conſequence no amuſement to 
-you. . Whereas, if you leave me free 
_and/ unreſtrained, it will at leaft form 
ſome occupation to - myſelf, may wean 
me from the habit of lounging, and will 
afford an excuſ@ in my own mind, for 
my leaving thoſe parties of pleaſure 
Where rene are . to continue, fore- 


fn 


ing 
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ing ſmiles, and yawning ſpontaneouſly, 
for two or three hours after all reliſh is 
Nee oo e ob fbf eee e 


Vet i in 5 8 condition many re- 
main night after night, becauſe the hour of 
ſleep i 18 not yet arrived ;—and what elſe can 
they do? 2 


a 
. Mer 


Have you never found youlſe i in this 
liſtleſs ſituation? Without any pleaſure 
where vou are, without any motive to be 
gone, you remain in a kind of paſſive, 
gaping oyſter-ſtate, till the tide of the 
company moves you to your carriage. 
And when you recover your reflection in 

your bed- chamber, you find you have 
paſſed the two laſt hours in a kind of hum- 
ming buzzing ſtupor, without ne 
was of de kings 1 t on 


* 


111 Þ 


Thy thank; you FOI yon Aer of Nuttin: 

5 R your regard 2 for him, and his 
| dexterity and intelligence in the ſcience 
| — | of 
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of valer-de-chambreſhip, J ſee the ful 


force of the ſacrifice vo are willing W 
make. If 1 could be fo ſelfiſh on anos. 
ther occaſion as to accept your offer, the 
good-will I bear to your old friend John 
would prevent me at preſent. Dupont, 
to be ſure, is worth twenty of John for 
that employment ; but I can never forget 


his long attachment, and I am now ſo 
habituated to him, that one generally 
eſteemed a more perfect ſervant would 
not ſuit me ſo well. I think myſelf 
benefited even by his deficieneies, which 
have obliged me to do many things for 
myſelf that other people perform by the 
hands of their ſervants, Many of our ac- 
quaintances ſeem abſolutely incapable of 
motion, till they have been wound up by 
their valets. They have no more uſe of 
their hands for any office about their own 
perſons, than if they were paralytic. At 
night they muſt wait for their ſervants, be- 
fore they can undreſs themſelves, and go 

"8 \ "a" 
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to bed: In che morning, if the valet hap- 
den to be out of the way, the maſter muſt 
remain helpleſs and ſprawling in bed, like 
a turtle on its back upon the kitchen-table . 


of an alderman, 


. 
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Ly. Paris. 

1 Went a few nights fince to the Italian 
Comedy; while I enjoyed the exquiſite 
naivetè of my old. friend Carlin, the Mar- 
quis de F——, whom you have ſeen at 
London, entered the box: — He flew to me 
with all the vivacity of a Frenchman, and 
with every mark of pleaſure and regard. 
He had ten thouſand queſtions to aſk 
about his friends in England all in one 
breath, and without waiting for an anſwer. 
Mon cher ami this, ma chere amie 
other; la belle ſuch a one, la charmante 

fuch another. | 855 


Perceiving we diſturbed the company, 
and having no hopes that the Marquis 
would be more quiet for ſome time, I pro- 


« 


poſed 


f 
[ 

pt 
* 
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poſed leaving the Comedy. He aſſented 
immediately: Vous avez raiſon: il n'y 
a perſonne ici; c'eſt un deſert- (by the 
way, the houſe was very much crowded)— 
Je ſuis venu comme vous voyez en po- 
lion; — tout le monde eſt au Coliſſse— 


Allons.— We ſtepped into his is 


He ordered the coachman to drive vite 
comme tous les diables. The horſes went 


as faſt as they could, and the Marquis's 
tongue ſtill faſter than they. 


When . arrived, I propoſed going up 


to the gallery, where we might ſee the 


company below, and converſe without in- 


terruption. Bon, ſays he, nous nous 


nicherons dans un coin pour critiquer 
tout le monde, comme deux diables boi- 
teux. | | | 


A lady of a fine PIER and | majeh air 
de my attention: I aſked the Marquis 

| f he did not think her remarkably hand- 
WOK a © 2... = _ _ 
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14 

ſome ?—La, la, ſaid he, coldly. Nous 

ommes heureuſement places, pour elle. 
'eſt un tableau fait pour etre vu de loin. 

— then took notice of the exceſſive white- 

neſs of her ſkin. Ceft apparement le 


| gout de fon amant d aujourd'hui, ſaid he; 5 


et quand un autre ſe preſenteroit qui pre- 


fere la couleur de puce, a l'aide d'un peu 


de Veay chaude, elle {erolt auſh ſon affaire. 


1 next obſerved two ladies 8 
little beyond the extravagance of the 


mode. Their features betrayed the ap- 


proach of fifty, in ſpite of all the art which 
| had evidently | been uſed to conceal that 
hated age. 


"At ſight, of them the Marquis ſtarted up. 


1331 


Ah! parblieu, ſaid he, ces deux mor- 


ceaux d'antiquité ſont de mes parentes.— 
Excuſez moi pour deux minutes: il faut 


que je m'approche d'elles, dans le deflein 
de le les Felicner, & leurs appas. Old ladies, 
I ” ) continued 


Micro: 


„. LITER. 1a 20 * EEE e 
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continued he, who have the rage to be 
thought young, are of all animals the moſt 
vindictive when neglected, and I have par- 
ticular reaſons for wiſhing to remain in 
their good graces. He then left me, and 
having walked round the circle with the 

ladies, returned and took his ſeat. I have 
got myſelf well out of the ſcrape, ſaid he; 
T told them I was engaged with a Milord, 
whom I ſhould have the honour of pre- 
ſenting at their houſe; and I fixed a young | 
officer with them, whoſe beſt hopes of pro- 
motion depend upon their influence at 
court, and who dares as ſoon quit his co- 
lours in battle, as forſake theſe two pieces 
of old _ till they chuſe to retire, 


A young man very magnificently dreſſed 
entered the room : He announced his im- 
portance by his airs, his buſtle, the loud 
and deciſive tone of his voice. The Mar- 
quis told me, it was Monſ. le Duc de — TY 
that it was indifpenſably neceſſary that L 

| "C 3 ſhould 
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ould be preſented to him; there was tio 
living at Paris without that advantage; add- 


| ing! eſt un peu fat, infiniment bete; 
d'ailleurs le meilleur enfant du monde. 


A fine lady next appeared, who ſeemed 
to command the admiration of che whole 
aſſembly. She floated round the circle of 

the Coliſſce, ſurrounded by a cluſter of 
Petits Maitres, whoſe eyes were fixed on 
her, and who ſeemed moved by her motion, 
like ſatellites under the influence of their 
planet. She, on her part, was perfectly 
ſerene, and unembarraſſed by the attention 
and the eyes of the ſpectators. She ſmiled 
to one, nodded to another, ſhrugged to a 

third, ſtruck a fourth with her fan, burſt 

into a fit of laughter to a fifth, and whiſ- 
2 pered in the ear of a ſixth. All theſe, anda 
thouſand” tricks more, ſhe ran through with 
the eaſe of an actreſs and the rapidity of a 
juggler. She ſeemed fully perſuaded that 
ſhe was the — "Og Preſent worthy of 
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attention; that it belonged to her to deve- 
lope her charms, diſplay her graces and 
airs, and that it was the part of the reſt of 


the company to remain attentive © and; in 
miring air e 5 


4 51 


e droleſſe- B, did the: Inn 


eſt jolie, et pour cette raiſon on eroit 
qu'elle a de Peſprit: On a meme tich6 de 
repeter ſes bons mots; mais ils ne font faits 
que pour fa bouche. Elle eſt beaucoup 
Plus vaine que ſenſible, grand ſoutien pour 
ſu vertu! au reſte, elle eſt dame de qualite, 
n en fuveur de laquele elle poſſede un gout 
de hardieſſe fi heureux, qu'elle jouit du 
beneſice de Veffronterie ſans Etre effron- 


r 


. 
+ 1 4 


I was ſurprized to find all this ſatire di- 

rected againſt fo beautiful a woman, and 
ſuſpected that the edge of F—— 7s re- 
Sb arne by ſome recent pique. 


Iwas going to rally him on that ſuppoſition, 
Dams — ns when 
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when he ſuddenly ſtarted up, ſaying, Voila 85 


Monſ. de ——, le meilleur de mes amis 
ILeſt aimable; on ne peut pas plus.— IIIa 
de l'eſprit comme un demon. Il faut que 
| vous le connoiſſiez. Allons:—Deſcendons. 
So ſaying, he hurried me down ſtairs, pre- 
ſented me to Monſ. de —— as un philoſophe 
Anglois, who underſtood race-horſes better 
than the great Newton himſelf, and who 
had no averſion to the game of Whiſt. 
Monſ. de received me with open arms, 
and we were intimate friends in ten mi- 
nutes. He carried the Marquis and me to 
ſup at his houſe, where we e found 3 me. 
rous er, | 


The converſation was choinfal and ani- 
mated. There were ſome very ingenious 
men preſent, with an admirable mixture of 
agreeable women, who remained to the 
laſt, and joined in the converſation even 
when it turned on ſubjects of literature; ; 
om which occaſions Engliſh ladies gene- 

rally 
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rally e it decomes them to remain 
ſilent. But here they took their ſhare” 
* ſcruple or heſitation. Thoſe:who'! 


underſtood” any thing of the ſubject deli- 


vered their ſentiments with great preciſien, 


and more grace than the men; thoſe who 


knew nothing of the matter rallied their 


own ignorance in ſuch a ſprightly manner, 
as convinced every body, that knowledge i 
is not neceſſary to render a woman exceeds": 
ingly agreeable in ſociety. - 35 AN 
4 dn * 

After paſſing a moſt delightful « evening, 

I returned to my lodgings, my head un- 


diſturbed with wine, and my ſpirits un- 


Jaded by play. 


— — 
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Paris. 


; E have been a month at Paris; LY 
longer time than was intended at our 


F arrival: yet our departure appears to me 
at a a greater diſtance now than it dre then. 


has been my moſt conſtant com- 
panion; he is univerſally liked, lives in 


| the very beſt company, and whoever is in- 
troduced by him is ſure of a favourable recep- 


tion. I found little or no difficulty in excuſ- 
ing myſelf from play. The Marquis under- 


took to make this matter eaſy; and no- 
ching can be a greater proof of his in- 


fluence in ſome of the moſt faſhionable 


” rctes, than his being able to introduce a 
| man without a title, and who never 


games. 
He 


MANNER'S' IN FRANCE, Ce. 2) 

He is alſo intimately acquainted with 

ſome of the moſt eminent men of letters, to 

whom he has made me known. Many 

of thoſe, whoſe works you admire, are re- 

ceived at che houſes of the firſt nobility on 
the moſt liberal footing. 

Hud ; 
| You. can | ſcarcely heheve the infloldhe 
which this body of men have in the gay 
and diſſipated city of Paris. Their opinions 
not only determine the merit of works of 
taſte and ſcience, but they have conſider- 
able weight on the manners and ſentiments 
of people of rank, of the public in general, 


and conſequentiy are not without effect on 
the meaſures of government. 


The ſame thing takes lads in ſome de- 
gree in moſt countries of Europe; but, if 
1am not miſtaken, more at Paris than any 

1 where elſe; becauſe men of letters are here 

*. once united to each other by the various 
| academics, 


118% 
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academies, and diffuſed among private 
ſocieties, by the manners and general taſte 
of the nation. 


As 8 ſentiments and converfation .of 
men of letters influence, to a certain de- 
gree, the opinions and the conduct of the 
faſhionable world; the manners of theſe 
laſt have a more obvious effect upon the 

: air, the behaviour, and the converſation of 
the former, which i in general i is polite and 
eaſy ; ; equally purified from the awkward 
timidity contracted i in retirement, and. the 
diſguſting arrogance inſpired by univerſity 
honours, or church dignities. At Paris, 


the prion of of Moliere are to be ſeen on the b 
ſtage only. | Eo 


In this country, at preſent, there are 
many men diſtinguiſhed by their learning, | 
who at the ſame time are cheerful and eaſy 
in mixed company, unpreſuming in ar- 
gument, and in 1 reſpect 28 well 3 

Hannig; bred | 3 
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bred as thoſe WhO have no . | "pies 
tenſion. . 4 111001 


Politeneſs and good manners, indeed, | 

may be traced, though in different propor- 

tions, through every rank, from the great; 

eſt of the nobility to the loweſt mechanic. 

This forms a more remarkable and diſtin- 

guiſhing feature in the French national 

character, than the vivacity, impetuoſity, 

and fickleneſs, for which the ancient as well 

as the modern inhabitants of this country 

have been noted.—It certainly is a very 

ſingular phznomenon, that politeneſs, which 

in every other country is confined to people 

of a certain rank in life, ſhould here per- | 
vade every ſituation and profeſſion, The 

man in power is courteous to his depend- 

ant, the proſperous to the unfortunate, the 

very beggar who ſolicits charity, does it 

« en homme comme il faut; and if his 

requeſt be not granted, he is ſure, at leaſt, 

that it will be refuſed with an appearance 
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of humanity, „ and not with harſhneſs or 
2 4 9A! 3 


nA 3 quite new and unverſed in 
their language, whoſe accent is uncouth 
and ridiculous in the ears of the French, 
and Who can ſcarcely open his mouth 
Without making a blunder in grammar or 
idiom, is heard with the moſt ſerious at- 
tention, and never laughed at, even when 
he utters the oddeſt ſoleciſm or n 
by 1 
I am afraid, ſaid I, yeſterday, to a French 
gentleman, the phraſe which I uſed juſt 
now is not French. Monſieur, replied he, 
cette expreſſion effectivement n'eſt pas b 
Frangoiſe, mais elle mérite bien de l'ètre. 2 


he moſt daring deviation from faſhion, 
in the important article of dreſs, cannot 
{3 _ them forget the laws of good-breed- 
„Wen a perſon appears at the public 
| ts | | Walks, 
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Walks, in clothes made. againſt eyery law 
of the mode, upon which the French are 
fuppoſed to lay ſuch ſtreſs, they do not 
gazeior ſneer at him; they allow him firſt 
0 paſs, as it were, unobſerved, and do mot 
till then turn round to andulge the curio- 
ty which his uncommon figure may have 
excited. I have remarked this inſtance of 
delicacy often in the ſtreets in the loweſt 
of the vulgar, or rather of the common 
people; for there are really very few of 
the natives of Paris, who can be called 
vulgar. 8 i 0) 20 NAG 


F ® 
1 . 5 


8 


There are exceptions to theſe, as to all 
general remarks on the manners and cha- 
racter of any nation. 


T have heard inſtances of the military 
- treating poſtillions and inn-keepers with 
injuſtice; and the ſeigneur or intendant 
oppreſſing the peaſant. Examples of the 
adbuſe of power, and inſolence of office, 


are 
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are to be met with every where. If they 
are tolerated, the fault lies in the govern-_ 
ment. 5 | 


I have not been ſpeaking of the French 
government. Their national character is 
one thing; the nature of their government 
is a very different matter. But I am con- 
vinced there is no country in Europe where 
royal favour, high birth, and the military 
profeſſion, could he allowed ſuch privileges 
as they have in France, and where there 
would be ſo few inſtances of their pro- 
ducing rough and brutal behaviour to 
inferiors. | 


* 


Sid in FRANCE, . 2 
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Paris, wy 


| * Candid 8 of whatever rank 
- 14:40 life he may be, muſt ſee with in- 
dignation, that every thing in this kingdom 
is artanged for the accommodation of the 

rich and the powerful; and that little or 
no regard is paid to the comfort of citizens, 
of an inferior ſtation. This appears ina 
thouſand inſtances, and ſtrikes the eye im- 
mediately on entering Paris. N 


1 


I think I have ſeen it ſomewhere re- 
marked, that the regular and effectual man- 
ner in which the city of London is lighted at 
night, and the raiſed pavements on the fides 
of every ſtreet, for the ſecurity and conve- 
niency of foot · paſſengers, ſeem to indicate 
„ n Dn | that 


ZE What RAS ow AZ WW 2 = — 
n ON — — 2 — - - 
_ b — —— 7 2 
— ano * . — 


— 
See 
2 
— 


— — —— — 
— 2 — — - 
abs hone YM 
—— — - — 2 
— — _ 
T —— —— 
2 — 


2 VIEW OF SOCIETY ANR 


that the body of the people, as well as 
the rich and great, are counted of ſome 
importance in the eye of government. 
Whereas Paris 1 is poorly 
ed; and except on the Pont Neuf and Pont 


and partially light- 


Royal, and the keys between them, 1s not 
provided with little walks on the ſides of 


the ſtreets, for the accommodation and 


ſafety of foot- paſſengers. They muſt there- 


fore grope their way as they beſt can, 
and ſkulk behind pillars, or run into ſhops, 
to avoid being cruſhed by the "coaches, 
which are driven as near the wall as tlie 


coachman pleaſes; diſperſing the people 
on foot at their pe Who like chaff N 
"the mv . * 


2 3 be acknowledged, th at monarchy 
, (for the French do not love to hear it called 


deſpotiſm, and it is needleſs to quarrel with 


Athen about à word) is raiſed i in this eoun- 


try ſo very high, that it quite loſes fight of 
the billk of the nation, anα * attention 
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_ Only to a few; who being in exalted ſtations, 
come within the Court's ſphere of viſion. 


Le peuple, in France, is a term of re- 
Proach.— Un homme du peuple, implies 
a want of both education and manners. 
Un homme comme il faut, on the other 
hand, does not imply a man of ſenſe or 
Principle, but ſimply a man of birth or 
faſhion; for a man may be homme comme 
il faut, and yet be devoid of every qua- 
ity which adorns human nature. There 
is no queſtion that government leaves the 
middle and inferior ranks of life in ſome 
degree unprotected, and expoſed to the in- 
juſtice and inſolence of the great; who are 
conſidered in this country, as ſomewhat 
above the Law, OY hh below the 
Monarch. 
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po: ab poliſhed. i. of French 
manners, the gay and ſociable turn of the 
nation, the affable and eaſy conduct of 
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maſters to their ſervants, ſupply the deff. 
ciencies, and correct the errors, of the 
government, and render the condition of 
the common people in France, but parti- 
eularly at Paris, better than in ſeveral 
other countries of Europe; and mueh more 
tolerable than it would be, if the national 
Character reſembled that of thoſe countries. 


* * 


. 8 7 Fr, 
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I Was interrupted by Lord M. Who ar- 
rived laſt night. He agreed to dine with 
zus. F—=—— called ſoon after: he was 
diſengaged alſo, and promiſed to be of the 


Yow know how laborious a thing it is to 
keep alive a dialogue with my Lord M. 
The converſation either degenerates into a 
ſoliloquy on your part, or expires altoge- 
ther. I was therefore exceedingly happy 
with the thoughts of the Marquis's com- 

. 1 pany. 
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pany. He was uncommonly lively; ad- 
dreſſed much of his converſation to his 


wine, women, horſes, politics, and reli- 
gion. He then ſung Chanſons à boire, 
and endeavoured in vain to get my Lord to 


join in the chorus. Nothing would do.— 


He admired his clothes, praiſed his dog, 


and ſaid a thouſand obliging things of the 
Engliſh nation. To no purpoſe; his Lord- 
ip kept up his ſilence and reſerve. to the 


RYE 05 ald the Marquis, a FOR as 


Ke went out of the room, il a de grands 


talens pour le ſilence, ce Milord 1. 
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JN a former letter, F mentioned good 

breeding as a ſtriking part of the French 
national character. Loyalty, or ag un- 
common fondneſs for, and ata ment to, 


15 1 
the perſons of their princes is ans 
* 


An Eaglidiman: though / he views he 
virtues of his king with a jealous eye during 
his reign, yet he will do them all juſtice 
in the reign of his ſucceſſor, | 

A German, while he is filent with re- 
ſpect to the foibles of his prince, admires. 
all his talents much more than he would 
the fame qualities i in any other ach | 


7182 ET. 
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A Turk, or Perſinn, contemplate J "I 
Emperor with fear and reverence, 2 SA Tu- 
perior being, to whoſe pleaſure it 18 his ; of 
to ſubmit, as to the laws of Nature, and 
the will of Providence. 


* 


But a Frenchman, while ok knows mat 
bis king is of the ſame nature, and liable 3 
to all the weakneſſes of other men; While * 
he enumerates his follies, and laughs as he 
laledts them, is nevertheleſs attached to 
him by a entiment of equal reſpect and 
tenderneſs; a kind of affectionate prejudice, 
independent of his real character. 

O06. : 

- Roi* is a word which conveys, to the 

minds of Frenchmen the ideas of bene- 
volence, gratitude, and love; as well as 

thoſe of power, grandeur, and happi- 

neſs, re i, 


%s > 
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'* We'tranſlate le Roi, BÞ* the King,“ which is by no means 
equivalent. Le Roi does himſelf, and makes others do, 
what he pleaſes, ' The King cannot do what he PR Yue 


does what others pleaſe. 


: Tyr 1 A D 4 They 
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W ey! flock to Verſailles every Sunday, 
Ma nim with unſated curioſity; and 
ng on him with as much ſatisfaction the 
| mere af the wig 0186 BN} 
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They conſider him as their friend, though 
he does not know their perſons; as their 
protector, though their greateſt danger i is 
From an Exempt or Lettre de Cachet; and 
as their benefaCtor, while they are nm 
With taxes. "0 


They mag wif/ into importance his moſt 
indifferent actions; they palliate and excuſe 
all his weakneſſes; and they im pute bis 
errors or crimes, to his miniſters or other 
evil counſellors; who (as they fondly aſſert) 
Have; for fome baſe purpoſe, impoſed upon 
his judgment, and perverted the em 
rectitude of his intentions. 


2 1 "They repeat, with fond applauſe, every 
Rying of kis hi ch ſcems to indicate the , 
ei 207 10 12 II OG "* ſmalleſt 
youT . 
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| fmalleſt approach to wit, or even bears the 
mark ob! —_ — 1 j 


26 1 
The * e 3 
which relates to the Monarch is of import- 


ance: whether he eat much or little at din- 


* the coat he wears, the horſe on which 
"be rides, all afford matter of converſation 


1n the various ſocieties at Paris, and are the 


moſt agreeable ſubjects of epiſtolary cor- 


reſpondence 3% their friends in the pro- 


* 1 
* 1 2 
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de 1 to be a little indiſpoſed, 
all Paris, all France is alarmed, as if a 
real calamity was threatened: and to ſeem 
intereſted, or to converſe upon any other 
fubject till this has been diſcufſed, would 
be conſidered as a * of ee 


indifference, 


114 1.537 


At a review, the troops perform heir 
| Mancruyres unheeded by ſuch of the, ſpec- 
Jators| as are within ſight of the King. 
They 


r 


ang 
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They are all engroſſed in contemplation of 
their Prince. —Ayez vous vu le roi! ? — 
Tenez—ah voila le roi. Le roi rit.— 
Apparement il eſt content. je ſuis charme, 
Tah, il touſſe !—A-t-1] touſſe ?!—OQui, 
parbleu ! et bien fort.—Je ſuis au deſefpoir.' 


* 
&} 


At maſs, it is the King, not the Prieſt, 
who is the object of attention. The Hoſt 
18 elevated; but the people's eyes remain 
fixed upon the face of their beloved Mo- 
narch. e * * 


Even che FAY CANINE pieces of the 
theatre, which i in Paris create more emo- | 
tion than the ceremonies of religion, can | 
with difficulty divide their attention. A 
ſmile from the King makes them forget the | 
bor ot A Andromachs, and the e of 
ee cid. | 
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hid zve kettler 5 is not + de 
0 he perſon of the Monarch, bur. extends. | 
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to every branch of the royal family; all of 
whom, it is imagined in this country, have 
an hereditary right to every gratification and 
enjoyment that human nature is capable 
of receiving. And if any cauſe, moral of; | 
phyſical, impede or obſtruct this, they meet]; 
with univerſal ſympathy. The moſt trivial, 
diſappointment or chagrin which befalls 1 
them, is conſidered as more ſerious and I 
affecting, than the. moſt dreadful calamity. = 
which can happen to a private family. It 
is lamented as if the-natural order of things. 
were counteracted, and the amiable Prince, 
or Princeſs, deprived, by a cruel phæ- 
nomenon, of that ſupreme degree of hap- 
pineſs, to which their rank in life gives. 
them an nadeniable title. e 


An this regard ſeems . ban 3 
fected from any motive of intereſt; at leaſt 
it muſt be ſo with reſpect to the bulk of 

the people, who can have no hopes of ever 


being known to their pr inces, far Jef 955 
is ; „ 


= | I; » ” 
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them. . 4 0 | r 


agu iloGphica idea, that Kings have 
eu appointed for public conveniency; 
that they are accountable to their ſubjects 
for mal - ad miniſtration, or for continued 
acts of injuftice and oppreſſion; is a doe- 
trine very oppoſite to the general prej judices = 
of this nation. If any of their kings were 
to behave in ſuch an imprudent and outra- 
geous manner as to occaſion a revolt, and 
i the infurgents actually got the better, I 
; queſtion if they would think of new- mo- 
deling the government, and limiting che 
power of the crown, as was done in Britain 
at the revolution, ſo as to prevent the like 
abuſesf for the future. They never would 
think of going further, I imagine, than 
placing another prince of the Bourbon 
family on the throne, with the ſame power 
that his predeceſſor, had, and then quietly 
lay down their arms, fatisfied with, his 
-dogo17 royal 
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Yoyal word or deelaration 0 govern-with 
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1 „The French... ſeem. ſo delighted nil 
dazzled with the luſtre of Monarchy, tha 
they cannot bear the thoughts of any qua, 
lifying mixture, which might abate. its vio⸗ 
lence, and render its ardour more benign. 
They chuſe to give the ſplendid machine full 
Play, though it often ſcorches and threat- | 


ens to .conſume themſelves and their: ef 
fects. 


„ 0 1 C 7 
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__ confi der the power of the King, 


from which their ſervitude Proceeds, | as 


if it were their ow n power. Lou will 
hardly believe it; but = 4 am fure of the 
fac: "They are proud. of i it; ; they are proud 
that there is no check or limitation to his 


$14 If 
authority. | 
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They tell you with erültatibne that: the 
king bas an army of neat two hundred 
mouſand men in the time of peabe. * 
FP? French- 
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+Frenchman is as vain of the palaces, fine 
gardens, number of horſes, and all the pa- 
rapharnalia belonging to the court of the 
Monarch, as an Engliſhman can be of his 
own: o houſe, ade and eduipage. TEM 


= 4 8 
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When they are told of the diffuſion of 
| FR in England, the immenſe fortunes 
made by many individuals, the affluence of 
thoſe of middle rank, the ſecurity and eaſy 
comfortable ſituation of the common 
people, inſtead of being mortified by the 
compariſon which might naturally occur 
to their imaginations, they comfort them- 
ſelves with the reflection, that the court of 
France i is more brilliant than that of Great 
Britain, and that the duke of Orleans and 
the Prince of Conde have greater revenues 
than any of the Engliſh Me, 


When they hear of the freedom of de- 
bate in parliament, of the liberties taken 
in writing or ſpeaking of the conduct of 
the 


«A 
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the king, or meaſures of government, and 
the forms to be obſerved, before thoſe who 
venture on the moſt daring abuſe of either 
can be brought to puniſhment, they ſeem 
filled with indignation, and ſay with an air 

of triumph, C'eſt bien autrement chez 
nous: Si le Roi de France avoit affaire à ces 
Meſſieurs là, il leur enſeigneroit à vivre. 
And then they would proceed to inform 
you, that, parbleu! their miniſter would 
give himſelf no trouble about forms or 
proofs; that ſuſpicion was ſufficient for him, 
and without more ado he would ſhut up 
ſuch impertinent people in the Baſtile for 
many years. And then raiſing their voices, 
as if what they ſaid were a proof of che 
courage or magnanimity of the +miniſter=- | 
Ou peut ⸗ etre il feroit condamner ces droles 

la aux galcres pour la vie. l i 
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LT TEA M.. 

; od a iptrncs co obſerve 

that there are a great many 
France, Who think in a very different man- 
ner from that which I have mentioned in 
my laſt, and who have juſt and liberal ideas 
of the deſign. and nature of government, 
and proper and manly ſentiments of the na- 
:tural. rights of mankind. The writings of 
Monteſquien are greatly .admired : This 


alone is ſufficient to prove it. Many later 


authors, and the converſation of the philo- 
ſophical and reaſoning e e the 
* f. pirit. 


What is mentioned in my laſt letter, 
however, comprehends the general turn 
or manner of thinking of the French na- 

> 3 FL tion, 


MANN ERS*IN"FRANGE, Ke. 4% 
tion, and evinces how very oppoſite their 
ſentiments upon the ſubje& of civil go- 
vernment are, to thoſe of our countrymen. 


I have heard an Engliſhman enumerate 
the advantages of the Britiſh conſtitution 
to a.circle of French Bourgeois, and. explain 
to them in in what manner the people of 
their — of life were protected from the 
inſolence of the courtiers and nobility; that 
the pooreſt ſhop-keeper, and loweſt tradeſ· 
man in England, could have immediate 
redreſs for any injury done him by the 
See nobleman in che kingdom. 


well, what mprefiion do you think this 
declamation had upon the French auditory? 
You will naturally 1 imagine they would ad- 
mire ſuch a conſtitution, and wiſh for the 
ſame in France Not at all. They ſym- 
pathized with the great: They ſeemed” to 
feel for their want of importance. "One 
obſerved, Geſt peu de choſe e etre noble 

Vol. I. E chez 
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added, c. n'eſt pas pct tout cela. 9 


When mention was made that the king 
of Great Britain could not impoſe a tax by 
his own authority; that the conſent of par- 
lament, particularly of the houſe of com- 
mons, was neceſſary, to which aſſembly 
people of their rank of life were admitted; 
they faid with ſome degree of ſatisfaQtion, 
Cependant, c'eſt afſez beau cela. But 
when the Engliſh patriot, expecting their 
complete approbation, continued informing 
them, that che king himſelf had not the 
power to encroach upon the liberty of the 
meaneſt of his ſubjects; that if he or the 
miniſter did, damages were recoverable at 
court of law, a loud and prolonged 
DIABLE iſſued from every mouth. They 
Forgot their own ſituation, and the ſecurity 
of the, people, and turned to their natural 
bias of ſympathy with the EP who. they 
101 8 all 
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all. ſeemed | to; think. muſt be, the moſt OP= +» 
vn ſſed ar d injured of mankind. n 6 


One of them at laſt, addreſſing himſelf 
to the Engliſh politician, faid, Tout ce 
que je puis vous dire, Monſieur, c'eſt que 
votre 8 Rey wh bien a plaindre. f 


This ſolieitude of gies: for the happl- | 
ha and glory of royalty extends in ſome 
degree to all crowned heads whatever: But 
with regard to their own monarch, it ſcems 
the reigning and darling paſſion. of their 


ſouls, which they carry with them to the 
grave. 


A French ſoldier, who lay ere with 
wounds on the field of Dettingen, demand= 
ed a little before he expired, of an'Engliſh 
officer, how the battle was likely to termi- 
nate; and being anſwered, that the Britiſh 

troops had obtained a great victory; Mon 

pauvre e laid W er ann 21 fera- 

* 42 N 2 ae OD 
E 2 . For 


For my part, my friend, although I 


| heartily wiſh his Majeſty all public and do- 
meſtic happineſs, yet if the ſmalleſt ſolici- 


tude about either ſhould diſturb my dying 
moments, it will be the firongeſt proof 
that my own affairs, ſpiritual and temporal, 


hr concerns, as well as thoſe of my other 


Ae 1er 


3 2 


C #3 3.235 PEIFCE 
** N 


| | P. 8. I have not ſeen the Marquis for 
ſeveral days. He had informed me, at 


our very firſt meeting, that he was paying 


his court to a young lady of family, at his 
mother's deſire, who was impatient to ſee 


him married. He ſaid, he could refuſe 
his mother nothing, parcequ'elle ctoit le 


meilleur enfant du monde: Beſides, he 
faid, the young lady was very pretty and 
agreeable, and he was over head and ears 
in love with her. He has told me ſince, 
_ every thing was T and he 
N expeQed 
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expected to be in a ſhort time the hap- 
pieſt man in the world, and would have 
the 'honour of preſenting me to his bride 
very ſoon. I ſhall let you know my opi- 
nion of the lady when I ſee her—But let 
her be what ſhe will, I am ſorry that 
F—— thinks of marrying ſo early in life; 
for a Frenchman of five-and-twenty, is not 
quite ſo ſedate an animal as an Engliſhman 


of fifteen. rend - I 1 
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T HERE is an ne W Abend 
lic news. I have nothing particular 

to Wal you of concerning myſelf; but 
you hold me to my engagement : So here 

I am ſeated to write to you, without hav- 


ing as yet determined upon a ſubject, in 
hopes, however, that my pen may ue 
* as It ves. 


In 1 . ater e Lo 


Wl vour of monarchy may appear to the eye 


of philoſophy ; and though of all paſſions 
the love of a King, merely becauſe he 1s a 
King, is perhaps the ſillieſt; yet it ſurely 
ought to be conſidered, as . meritorious by 
thoſe who are the objects of it. 
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No people exiſting, or who did ever exiſt, 
have had ſo juſt a claim to the gratitude 
and affections of their ſovereign, as the 
French. They rejoice in his joy, are grieved 
at his grief, proud of his power, vain of his 
accompliſhments, indulgent to his failings. 
They cheerfully yield their own conve- 
nienees to his ſuperfluities, and are at all 
times willing to ſacrifice their lives for his 
glory. N 05 


A King, one would imagine, muſt be a 
perfect monſter of ſelfiſhneſs and inſenſibi- 
lity, who did not love ſuch ſubjects, and 
who did not beſtow ſome time and atten- 
. tion to promote their happineſs: Yet the 
French nation has not had a Monarch wor- 
thy of all this regard fince the days of 
Henry IV. and of all their W 0 70 uſed 
palin the worſt, 
| 4 the three brothers who immediately 
N him, the firſt was a ſickly -crea- 

E 4 dure, 
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ture, as feeble i in mind as in body; the ſe- 
cond, a monſter of ſuperſtition and cruelty'; 
and the third, after a dawn of ſome bright- 
neſs, allowed his meridian to be obſcured 
by the groſſeſt clouds of n and 
voluptuouſneſs. Their Italian mother, who 


governed all the three, ſeems | to have been 


perfectly unreſtrained by any feelings of 


humanity or of conſcience, and ſolely 


guided by motives of intereſt, and the moſt 


: ene dauer. 


The princes who have ſucceeded, as well 


| as thoſe who reigned before the fourth 


Henry, ſerve as foils which diſplay his 
bright qualities with double luſtre. 


Notwithſlanding all the inducements 


which the French kings have to promote 


the happineſs | of their ſubjects, it may be 
many centuries before they are bleſſed 
with one who ſhall have that paſſion, i in 
ach a high degree. 3 
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A character in which the great and ami- 
able virtues are ſo finely blended, is very 
rarely produced in any nation. How ſmall 
then muſt be the chance that this prize 
ſhall fall to the individual who is deſ- 
tined for the throne? Henry received an 
education very different from that which is 
generally beſtowed on kings. His cha- 
| rater was formed in the hardy ſchool of 
adverſity : his mind was ſtrengthened by 
continual exertions of courage and pru- 
dence. He was taught humanity by ſuf- 
fering under the rod of tyranny, and expe- 
riencing the pangs of the unfortunate. 
Having frequently ſtood in need of friends, 
he knew the value of their attachment, and 
his heart became capable of friendſhip. | 


Difficulties and dangers often firike out ; 
particles of genius which otherwiſe might 
remain latent and uſeleſs, and contribute to 
the formation of a vigorous character, by | 

aprating: thoſe ſparks of virtue which a 
2 life 


—— 
— 
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life of indolence would have completely ex- 
er N 


22M" 
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| Thoſe people who, from their earlieſt in- 
fancy, have found every thing provided for 
them, who have not much ambition, and 
conſequently are ſeldom excited to any 


—— — 
- — 
— 
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great exertion of their faculties, generally 

feel theſe faculties dwindle and grow weak, 

for the ſame reaſon that a man's arms 
” would become gradually feeble, and at 

length perfectly uſeleſs, if he were to 

wear them in a ſcarf for any conſiderable 
time. 


11 


h: at the faculties of the underſtanding, 

like che ſinews of the body, are relaxed - 
| by | loch and ſtrengthened by exerciſe, no- © 
| 1 | body will doubt. I imagine the ſame ana- 

| logy holds in ſome degree between the 

body and the qualities of the heart. | Bene- 

\ volence, Pity» gratitude, are, 1 ſuſpect, ex- 
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giſh infenſibility in that breaſt which has 
not been agitated by real N 5 5 


People do not fully enter into diltreſſes . 
which they never hive felt, and which : 
they think they run but a ſmall riſk of 
feeling. Accordingly it has been remarked, 
that thoſe who have been favoured through 


; life with the ſmiles of fortune, and whoſe 


time has been ſpent in the amuſements of 
courts, and luxurious indulgences, very often 


acquire an aſtoniſhing inſenſibility to the 
mis fortunes of others. The character the 


moſt perfectly cold of all I ever knew, de- 
void of friendſhip, gratitude, and even na- 
tural affection, belongs to a perſon, whoſe 


life has been a continued ſeries of fortunate 


| events. 


Vet while all their cares are. 8 
and all their feelings abſorbed, within the 
compaſs of their own ſkin, ſuch | people 


ſeem often convinced, wu they themſelves 


are 


- . = =2 — — 
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are of the moſt humane diſpoſitions, and 
the moſt extenſive benevolence, upon no 


better foundation, than becauſe they have 


felt themſelves affected by the artful diſ- 
treſſes of a romance, and becauſe they could 
ſhed a few barren tears at a tragedy. 


| * I to theſe ſymptons of ſenſibility, they 


can add, that of having occaſionally given 


a a guinea when the contribution has been 


et a going, or have parted with a little ſu- 
perfluous money to free themſelyes from 
importunity, they have then carried bene- 
volence to the utmoſt length of their idea 
of that virtue. 


They have no notion of any thing be- 
yond this; nor would they make one ac- 
tive exertion, poſtpone a ſingle party of 
pleaſure, or in any ſhape interrupt the 
tranquillity of their own indolence, to per- 


form the moſt eſſential ſervice (I will not 
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ſay to a friend, ſuch people can haye none) 
to any of the human . 


There are many exceptions, but in ge- 
neral thoſe perſons who are expoſed to the 
Aings and arrows of outrageous fortune, 
who have experienced the baſe indifference 
of mankind, and have in ſome degree fel: 
what wretches feel, are endued with the 
trueſt ſympathy, and enter, with the moſt 
lively ſenſibility, into the ſituation. of the 
unfortunate. 


Non ignara mali, miſeris ſuccurrere diſco, 


ſaid Dido, who had been obliged to fly 
from her country, to Aneas, who had been 
witneſs to the deſtruction of his, 


Dido and Eneas How in the name 
of wandering have we got into their com- 
pany ? I could no more have gueſſed" at 
this, than at the ſubje& of one of Mon- 
taigne s Eſſays from the title,” We ſet out, 

. 4 be- 
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1 believe, with ſomething about France; 
but you cannot expect that I ſhould attempt 
to take up a thread which is left ſo far be- 
hind. PN 


Ce Et Adieu. 
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LETTER IX, 


Paris. 

FT Mentioned in my former letter, that my 
friend F— was on the point of 
being married. He called at my lodgings 
a little while ago. His air was ſo very gay, 
that I imagined he had ſome agreeable 
news to communicate. Me voila au 
 deſeſpoir, mon cher ami, ſaid he, with a 
loud laugh.—You are the merrieſt man I | 
ever ſaw in that ſituation, ſaid II—He then 
informed me, that the old Marquis de P. 
his miſtreſs's father, had waited on his mo- 
ther, and, after ten thouſand apologies and 
circumlocutions, had given her to under- 
ſtand, that certain things had intervened, 
which rendered it impoſſible that he ſhould 
ever have the honour of being father-1n- 
law to her ſon; and requeſted her to 1n- 

form 


64% VIEW OF SOCIETY" AND». 
form him, how infinitely uneaſy he and all 
his family were, at an incident which de- 
prived them of the pleaſure they had pro- 
poſed to themſelves from that connection. 
His mother, he ſaid, had endeavoured to 
diſcover the incident which has produced 
this ſudden alteration ;—but to no pur- 
poſe.—The old gentleman contented him- 
ſelf with aſſuring her, that the particulars 
would be equally difagreeable and ſuper- 
fluous,—and then took his leave, in the 
moſt polite- and affectionate terms that the 
French language could furniſh him with, + 


F— told me all this Wick an air 
0 eaſy and contented, that L did not well 
know what to make of it. My « dear Mar= 
quis, faid I, it is fortunate that J have been 
. miſtaken; for you muſt know, Thad taken 
it into my head that you were fond of the 
lady.—You were in the right, my friend, 
ſaid he, je ' aimai iafiniment. 00 n- 
ment infiniment; ſaid I, and yet be ſo 
nk 6 merry 


MANNERS IN FRANCE, &. 65 
merry hen you are juſt going to; loſe 
her Mais vous autres Anglois, ſaid he, 
vous avez des idées ſi bizarres: aimer 


infiniment, cela veut dire aimer- comme 
on aime, — tout le monde aime ainſi quand 
l ne ſe hait pas, Mais je vous conterai 
toute I'hiſtoire. | beg 


#: £S 
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My mother, added he, who is the beſt 
creature in the world, and whom I love 
with all my ſoul, told me this marriage 
would make her quite happy.—All my 
uncles and aunts, and couſins, for ten ge- 
nerations, told me the ſame, I was in- 

: formed, Over and above, that the lady, 
her father, and all their relations, wiſhed 
this alliance, with the moſt obliging ear- 
neſtneſs. The girl, herſelf, is tolerably 
pretty. They will perſuade me to marry 
ſome time or other, thought I; why. not 
now, as well as at another time? Why 
ſhould I refuſe. to do a thing which will 
pleaſe ſo many people, without being in 

Vor. I. F. the 


es VIEW or SOCIEFYVAND | 


the ſmalleſt degree diſpleaſing to myſelf ?— 
To be ſure, ſaid I, that would have been 
i- natured. It was lucky, however, chat 
Fou happened to be perfectly diſengaged, 
and dic not en vin other woman. 


an 
$ /\ Ca xt 


chi en 
Lou are Winken my friend, Aldnle; ; 
x preferred many to the lady in queſtion, 
and one in particular, whoſe name 1 will 
not mention, but whom I love-WHem 1 
do love. Comme on aime, ſaid I, ir- 
terrupting him. Non, parbleu! added 
he, with warmth, comme on + n'aime 
pas. Good Heaven! then, cried I, how 
could you think of m arrying another ?— 
Cela n'empeche rien, ſaid the Marquis, 
coolly for I could not marry the other. 
She had the ſtart of me, and had under- 
gone the ceremony already; and therefore 
ſhe had no ohjection to my obliging my 
mother and relations in this particular, for 
ſhe is the beſt-natured woman in the 
% ͤ oe AF -! | 
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So ſhe appears to be, ſaid I. 0, 
pour cela oui, mon cher, added he, elle eſt 
la bonté meme. However, I am very well 
pleaſed, upon the whole, chat the affair 
has gone off without any fault of mine; 
and though it is poſſible that it may be 
brought on at ſome future period, I ſhall 
ſtill be a gainer, parceque un mariage 
: recule eſt toujours autant de gagne ſur le 
| repentir. So laying, he wheeled on his 
heel, humming, EY 


Non, tu ne le mettras pas, Colin, &c. 


| There's the picture of a French lover for 
you. I ſet down the whole ſcene, as 
ſoon as J. left me, and ſol leave you 
to make your own reflections. | 


Adieu. 


of 
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ye ou. have often heard the French ac- 
euſed of inſincerity, and of being 
warm in profeſſions, but devoid of real 

[2 Kiendſhip. SO F 
n nnn particular, are led 
into this opinion, from the manners in ge- 5 
neral being more obſequious here, than in 
England. What Frenchmen confider as 
common good manners, many Engliſhmen 
Would call flattery, perhaps fawning. 
Their language abounds in complimental 
phraſes, which they diſtribute with won- 
derful profuſion and volubility; but they 
intend no more by them, than an Engliſh- 
man means. when he ſubſcribes himſelf 
your 
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your moſt obedient humble ſervant, at the 
concluſion of a letter, 


A Frenchman not only means nothing 
beyond common civility, by the plentiful 
ſhower of compliments which he pours on 
every ſtranger; but alſo, he takes it for 
granted, that the ſtranger knows that * 
thing more is meant. Theſe expreſſions 
are fully underſtood by his own xountry= 
men: he imagines all the world are as well 
informed; and he has not the ſmalleſt in- 
tention to deceive. But if any man take 

theſe expreſſions in a literal ſenſe, and be- 
lieves that people are in reality inſpired 
with friendſhip, or have fallen in love with 
him at firſt ſight, he will be very much 
diſappointed; eſpecially if he Wa Wi | 
OY of either. 


vet ba has catch to accuſe the Ercagh 
of inſincerity, or breach of friendſhip 
1 is intirely out of the queſtion. 
3 They 


— 
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They never intended to convey any other 
idea, than that they were willing to receive 


him on the footing of an acquaintance; 

——and it was the bufinefs of his lan- 
güage-maſter to have informed him wy the 
real import of their pr a 


* I 3 22 a5 of 7 


18 the 2 8 indeed were literally | 
09 


tranflated ; into Engliſh, and uſed by one 


ace 


Engliſhman to another, the perſon to whom 
they were addreſſed, would have good rea- 


ſon to imagine chat the other had a parti - 
cular regard for him, or meant to deceive 


him; | becauſe the eſtabliſhed modes of civi- 
lity and politeneſs i in England do not require 


ſuch kress 


"The not W a proper A OO far 
di Ferent modes and uſages which accident 
has eſtablihed, is one great cauſe of the 
unfavoutable' and harſh ſentiments; which 


the op of the different countries of 


the 
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the; world too often harbour againſt each 
other. , | | 


s 


Lou may ſay, perhaps, that this ſuper- 
fluity of compliments which the French 
make uſe of, is a proof of the matter in 
queſtion ; that the French have leſs ſincerity 
than their neighbours. By the ſame rule 
we muſt conclude, that the common peo- 
ple of every nation, who uſe few compli- 
mental phraſes in their diſcourſe, have 2 
greater regard to truth, aud ſtronger ſen- 

timents of friendſhip, than thoſe in the 
middle and higher ranks. But this 1 is what 
I imagine it would be difficult to prove, 7, 


Theſe complimental phraſes, which have 
crept into all modern languages, may, per- 
baps, be ſuperfluous; or, if you pleaſe, 
abſurd: but they are ſo fully eſtabliſhed, 
that people of the greateſt integrity muſt 
| yſe them, both in England and in France 3 
”. 4 with 
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with this difference, that a ſmallet propor- 
tion will do in the language of the one 
country, than in that of the other; but they 
are een of aa in neither. 


1 £ 1 ba 
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. -- Friendſhip ; is a plant of flow 2 in 


35 


every climate. Happy the man who can 
rear a few, even where he has the moſt 


ſettled reſidence. Travellers, paſling through 
foreign countries, ſeldom take time to cul- 
tivate them; z if they be preſented with 
ſome flowers, although of a flimſy texture 
and quicker growth, they ought to accept 
| of them with thankfulneſs, and not quar- 
rel with the natives, for chooſing to re- 
tain the other more valuable plant for their 
own. os, 


of all ane the young Engliſh no- 
| bility. and gentry have the leaft right to 
find fault with their entertainment while 
on their tours abroad; for ſuch of them as 
ſhow a deſire of forming a connection with 
D5931ru ws the 


2 


 MANNBERS'IN'FRANOE, &, 73 
the inhabitants, by even a moderate degree 
of attention, are received upon eaſier terms 
than the travellers from any other country. 
But a very conſiderable number of our 
countrymen have not the ſmalleſt deſire of 
that nature: they ſeem rather to avoid 
their ſociety, and accept with reluctance 
every offer of hoſpitality. This happens 
partly from a prejudice againſt foreigners 
of every kind ; partly from timidity or 
natural reſerve; and in a great meaſure 
from indolence, and an abſolute deteſtation 
of ceremony and reftraint. Beſides, they 
hate to be obliged to ſpeak a langnage of 
- which they ſeldom * a YOu com- 

mand. , 


They frequently, therefore, form ſocie- 
ties or elubs of their own, where all cere- 
mony is diſmiſſed, and the greateſt caſe and 
latitude allowed in behaviour, drefs, and 
converſation.” There they cotifirin” each. 
e in all their prejudices, and with 

united 


— — 
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united voice condemn and ridicule the cuſ- 
toms and manners of aver country but 
u, own. 111 v 


mp this non the true 3 oft tra- 
velling is loſt or perverted; and many Eng- 
liſh travellers remain four or five years 


abroad, and have ſeldom, during all this 


nr been in any company, but that of 
their own countrymen. ö | 


To go to France and Italy, and there 
converſe with none but Engliſh people, and 
merely that you may have it to ſay that 
you have been, in thoſe. countries, is cer- 
tainly abſurd: Nothing can be more ſo, ex- 
cept to adopt with enthuſiaſm the faſhions, 
fopperies, taſte, and manners of thoſe 
countries, and tranſplant them to England, 
where they never will thrive, and where 
they always appear aukward and unnatural. 
For after all his efforts of imitation, a tra- 
velled Englihman, is as different from a 

French= 
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Frenchman or an Italian, as an Engliſh 
maſtiff is from a monkey or a fox : And if 
ever that ſedate and plain meaning dog 
ſhould pretend to the gay friſkineſs of the 
\ one, or to the ſubtilty of the other, we 
ſhould certainly value him much leſs thay a 
we * 


But I do not imagine that this extreme 
is by any means ſo common as the former. 
It is much more natural to the Engliſh 
character to deſpiſe foreigners than to imi- 
tate them. A few tawdry examples to the 
contrary, who return every winter from the 
continent, are hardly worth mentioning 11 
eraepüsde | | bis 5 
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LETTER XI. 
1 


| Paris. 

_—_ —_—— B— has been in 
Paris for theſe three weeks paſt. I 
cannot conceive how he has remained ſo 
long; for be has a very bad opinion of 
this nation, and is fraught with the 


ſtrongeſt prejudice againſt French man- 


ners in general: He conſiders all their 
politeſſe as impertinence, and receives their 
civilities as a prelude to the picking of his 


p . 


1 75 
8 * 


He and I went this forenoon to a review 
of the foot- guards, by Marſhal Biron. 
There was a crowd; and we could with 


difficulty get within the circle ſo as to ſee 


conve- 
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conveniently. An old officer of high rank 
touched ſome people who ſtood before us, 
ſaying, Ces deux Meſſieurs ſont des ẽtran- 
gers; upon which they immediately made 
way, and allowed us to paſs.— Don't you 
think that was very obliging? ſaid Ives, 
anſwered he; but, by heavens, * was very 
unjuſt, + rt | 


We returned by the Boulevards, where 
crowds of citizens, in their holiday dreſſes, 
were making merry; the young dancing 
cotillons, the old beating time to the mu- 
ſic, and applauding the dancers —all in a 
careleſs oblivion of the paſt, thoughtleſs of 
| the future, and totally occupied with the 
preſent.— Theſe people ſeem very happy, 
ſaid I.— Happy! exclaimed B ; if they 
had common ſenſe or reflection, chey would 
be miſerable. Why ſo ? Could not the 
miniſter, anſwered he, pick out half a dozen 
of them, if he e and cen . into 
3210) MF the 
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the Bicetre?—That is true indeed, faid:I ; 
that is a cataſtrophe which, to be ſure, may 
very probably happen, and yet I ee 
no more of ihn er, wm nog 4491 


_ 8 a few n after he arrived, at 
a; French houſe where we had both been 
invited to dinner. There was an old lady 
of quality preſent, next to whom a young 
officer was ſeated, who paid her the utmoſt 
attention. He helped her to the diſhes 
the liked, filled her glaſs with wine or Wa- 


2e 9 


ter, and addreſſed his diſcourſe particularly 


l to  her—What a fool, fays B——, does that 
. young. fellow make of the poor old Wo- 
man! If ſhe were my mother, dn me, 


if I would not call him to an account. for 
it, 


3 


i 


yh B 5 underſtands French, and 


ſpeaks it better than moſt Engliſhmen, he 
had no reliſh for the converſation, ſoon left 
"a company, and has | refuſed. all invita- 
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tions 
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tions to dinner ever ſince. He generally 
finds ſome of our countrymen who dine 
and paſs the evening with him at the Revo 
Royal. 


After the review this day; we continued 
together, and being both diſengaged, I pro- 
. poſed, by way of variety, to dine at the 
public ordinary of the Hotel de Bourbon. 
Ile did not like this much at firſt; —] 
_ ſhall be teaſed, ſays he, with their con- 
founded ceremony :—But on my obſerving 
that we could not expect much ceremony 
or politeneſs at a publie ordinary, he agreed 
to go. 


Our entertainment turned out different, 
however, from my expectations and his 
wiſhes: A marked attention was paid us 
the moment we entered; every body ſeemed 
inclined to accommodate us with the beſt 
places. They helped us firſt, and all the 
company ſeemed ready to Nen every 


little 
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little conveniency and diſtinction to the 

ſtrangers: For, next to that of a lady, the 
moſt reſpected character at Paris is that * 
a ſtranger. 


After. dinner, 8 as J. walked into 
the n of the Ne cid | 


There was 8 real | in x all the fuſs 
[thoſe Verte made about us, lays he. 


I can't help thinking it ſomething, faid 
T, to be treated with civility and apparent 
kindneſs in a foreign country - by ſtrangers 
who know nothing about us, but that we 
are Engliſhmen, and often their enemies. 


But their politeneſs conſiſts in trifles, 
ſaid he. In what conſiſts any body's po- 
liteneſs? rejoined I. —— The utmoſt” a 
Frenchman will do for you, added he, is 
to endeavour to amuſe you, and make your 
| time paſs agreeably while you- remain in 
his country. And I think that no trifle, 

44 , anſwered 


— 


F 
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anſwered I.—There are ſo many ſources of 


uneaſineſs and vexation in this life, that I 
cannot help having a good will, and even 


gratitude, to all thoſe who enable me to 


forget them: For ſuch people alleviate my 


pain, and contribute to my happineſs. 


But theſe Frenchmen, rejoined he, do 
not care a farthing for you in their hearts. 
And why ſhould I care a farthing for 
that? ſaid I. We have nothing to do with 
their hearts Vou do not expect a friend in 
every agreeable acquaintance. 


But they are an intereſted ſet of people; 
and even thoſe among them who pretend 


to be your friends, — do it only for ſome 


ſelfiſh end. 


* 
ar *, 


That is only an aſſertion, ſaid I, but no 


proof. —If you ſtood in need of pecuniary - 
aſſiſtance, they would not. advance you a 


louis to ſave you from a jail, continued he, 
V OL. KL | CG I hope 
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I hope never to be perfectly aſcertained 
of that, ſaid T;—but if we were to culti- 
vate friendſhip from the idea of aſſiſtance 
of that nature, it would be doing exactly 
what you accuſe them of: Beſides, conti- 
nued I, the power and opportunity of ob- 
liging our acquaintances and friends with 
great, and, what are called, effential ſer- 
vices, ſeldom- occur ; but thoſe attentions 
and courteſies, which ſmooth; the commerce 
between man and man, and ſweeten ſocial 
life, are in every body's power, and there 
are daily and hourly occaſions of diſplaying 


them, — particularly to ſtrangers.— Curſe 
their courteſies, ſaid he, they are the great- 
eſt Bore in nature. — I hate the French.— 
2 hey are the enemies of England, and a 
falſe, deceirful, perſidious But as: we did 
not come over, interrupted I, to fight them 
at preſent, we ſhall ſuſpend hoſtilities till a 
more convenient ſeaſon; and in the mean 
time, if you have no objection, let us go to 
the play. 1 2 


He 
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He agreed to this propolal; and here our 
converſation ended. | Hig 


You know B is as worthy a fel- 
low as lives; and, under a rough addreſs, 


conceals the beſt diſpoſitiomin the world. 
„His inanner, I imagine, was originally af- 


ſumed from a notion, which he has in com- 


mon with many people, that great polite- 
neſs, and apparent gentleneſs of behaviour, 


— generally | accompanied with falſehood 


and real coldneſs; —even inhumanity of 
charaQer,—as if human nature, like marble, 


took a poliſh proportionable to its hardneſs. 


This idea is certainly formed without an 
accurate examination, and from a ſuperfi- 
cial view of mankind. As a booriſh ad- 
dreſs is no proof of honeſty, ſo is politeneſs 
no indication ef the reverſe ;—and if they 
are once reduced to an equality in theſe 


particulars, it is evident that the latter is 


20 


preferable in every other reſpe cc. 


G 2 But 
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But to return to the French, I am clear- 


ly of opinion, that a ſtranger may fairly 


avail himfelf of every convenieney ariſing 
from their obliging manners, although he 
ſhould be convinced that all their aſſiduity 
and attention are unconnected with any re- 
gard to him, and flow entirely from vanity 


and ſelf-love. He may perceive that his Pa- 


rifian friend, while he loads him with civi- 


lities, is making a diſplay of his own pro- 


ficiency in the ſcience of politeneſs, and 
endeavouring to thruſt himſelf forward in 
the good opinion of the company, by yield- 
ing the preference on a thouſand trifling 
occaſions :=Though he plainly ſees, that 
all this ſtooping is with a view to conquer, 
why ſhould he repine at a victory which is 
accompanied with ſo many conveniencies 


to himſelf ? why quarrel with the motive 


while he feels the benefit of the effect? 


— 


If writers or preachers of morality could, 


by the force of eloquence, eradicate ſelfiſh- 
neſs 
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48 from the hearts of men, and make 
them in reality love their neighbours as 


themſelves, it would be a change devoutly 
to be wiſhed. But until that bleſſed event, 


let us not find fault with thoſe forms and 
attentions which create a kind of artificial 
friendſhip and benevolence, which for many 


of the purpoſes of ſociety produce the ſame 


effects as the true. 


People who love to amuſe themſelves 


with play, and have not ready money, are 


obliged to uſe counters. You and I, my 
friend, as long as we 0 and ſhuffle to- 
gether, ſhall never have occaſion for ſuch a 
ſuccedaneum I am fully perſuaded we 


are provided, on both ſides, with a ſufficient 
quantity of pure gold. 


— 


8 VIEW OF SOCIETY AND 


LETTER XI. 


Paris, 


5 7 HEN B and I went to the play- 
buouſe, as was mentioned in my laſt, 
we 1 a prodigious crowd of people be- 
fore the door : We could not get à place 
till after, a conſiderable ſtruggle. - The play 
Was The Siege of Calais, founded on a po- 
pular ſtory, which muſt needs be intereſting 

and flattering to the French nation. 4 

„Von cannot conceive what preſſing and 
crowding there is every night to ſee this 
favourite piece, which has had the fame 
ſucceſs at Verſailles as Bs, ion 


"SRI 13957 11180 


There are ſome few critics, however, 
281181 8 


who aſſert that it is entirely devoid of me- 


E 21 


e and e owes its run to the popular nature 
4 . . 


4 


* * * . 4 8 as on NE 4 
pr HAI? Pg nl ES ö 4 "> 
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of the ſubject, more than to any intrinſic 


beauty in the verſes, which ſome declare 


are not even good French. 


When it was laſt ated before the King, 
it is ſaid, his Majeſty, obſerving that the 
Duc d'Ayen did not join in applauding, 
but that he rather ſhewed ſome marks of 


_ diſguſt, turned to the Duke and ſaid, Vous 


n'applaudiſſez pas? Vous n'ttes pas bon 
Frangois, Monſieur le Due To this the 
Duke replied, -A Dieu ne plaiſe que je ne 


fuſſe pas meilleur que les vers de la piece. 


Obedient to the court in every other 
particular, the French diſregard the deci- 
ſions pronounced at Verſailles in matters of 
taſte. It very often happens that a drama- 
tic piece, which has been acted before the 


royal family and the court, with the high- 
eſt applauſe, is afterwards damned with 
every circumſtance of ignominy at Paris. 


In all works of genius the Pariſians lead 
G4 | the. 
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the judgment of the courtiers, and diQtate 
to their monarch. 


In other countries of Europe, it has hap- 
pened, that ſome prince of ſuperior talents 
has, by the brightneſs of his own genius, 
enlightened the minds of his ſubjects, and 
dliſpelled the clouds of bachaxilen from his 
nas. 


7 


14 


en * commencement of this ere | 
a guar, empire has been improved from a 
ſtate of groſs ignorance, refined by the arts 
of peace, and inſtructed in the arts of war, 
by the vaſt genius and induſtry of one of 
its. princes, who laid the foundation of its 
en er and 1 
e zoconſiderable dunn with: "TIEN 
reſources, has, at a later period, been 
created a powerful monarchy, by the aſto- 
niſhing efforts, perſeverance, and magna- 
pjmity of its preſent king ; whoſe love of 
. 3 | know- 
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knowledge and the arts has drawn fome 
of the greateſt geniuſes in Europe to his 
capital; whence ſcience and taſte muſt gra- 
dually flow through his whole dominions, 
where they were formerly but little che- 
riſhed. TRE | ; N 

2 5 t 7 | (+23 +119 
In theſe inſtances, and others which 
might be enumerated, the princes have 
been ſuperior in genius to any of their ſub- 
jects. The throne has been the ſonrce 
whence knowledge and refinement have 
flowed to the extremities of the nation. 


But this has never been the caſe in 
France, where it is not the king who po- 
liſhes the people; but the people who 
refine the manners, humanize the heart, 
and, if it be not perfectly opaque, en- 
lighten the underſtanding of the king. 


Telemaque, and many other works, have 
been compoſed with this intention. In 


many 


—— — — 
gu 


Bouchardon; who died when the work 
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many addreſſes and remonſtrances to the 
throne, excellent precepts: and hints are 
inſinuated in an indirect and delicate 
manner. | | 

By the emphatic applauſe they beſtow 
on particular paſſages of the pieces repre- 
ſented at the theatre, they convey to the 
monarch the ſentiments of the nation 
reſpecting the meaſures of his govern- 


ment. 


2 


By aſcribing qualities to him which he 


does not poſſeſs, they endeavour to excite 


within his breaſt a deſire to attain them: 
They try to cajole him into virtue. Conſi- 
dered in this point of view, the deſign of 
the equeſtrian ſtatue which the city of 
Paris has erected in honour of Lewis XV. 
may have been ſuggeſted from a more ge- 
nerous motive than flattery, to which it is 
generally imputed. This was begun by 


Was 
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was well advanced, and has ſince been com- 
mitted to TI" to be finiſhed, 


"The horſe | is bs on a very bich pe» 
deſtal. At the angles, are four figures, 
ſanding i in the mapner of Caryatides, wha 155 
repreſent the four virtues, Fortitude, Juſ- 
tice, Prudence, and the love of Peace. All 
the amamentg are of . 


The two fall ſides of the : pela are. 
contact with gilded laurels and inſerip- 
tions. On the front, towards the Thuil- 
leries, 18 the followings ; 


'LUDOVICO xy. 
OPTIMO PRINCIPI 
A 
AD SCALDUM, MOSAM, COR” 
| VICTOR 
PACEM: ARMIS . 
PACE 
i To $UORUM ET BUROPE 
5-232 FELICITATEM 
_QUASIVIT, 
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The large fides of the pedeſtal are adorn- 
ed with trophies and bas reliefs. One re- 
preſents Lewis giving peace to Europe 
the other repreſents him in a triumphal 


chariot, crowned by Victory, and conducted 
by Renown. to a People who ſubmit, 


| When We atten that the inſcription 

and emblems allude to the concluſion of 
the war before the laſt, and what kind of 
inſcriptions are uſually put under the ſtatues 
of kitigs, we ſhall not find any thing out- 
rageouſly flattering in the above; the mo- 
ral of which is, that. the love of peace 18 
one of the greateſt virtues a king can poſ- 
ſeſs The beſt | moral that can be inſi- 
nuated into the breaſt of a monarch. 


In this work the horſe is infinitely more 
admired, by ſculptors and fatiriſts, than 
the king. But the greateſt overſight is, 
that the whole group, though all the figures 
are larger than life, have a diminutive 
or” appear- 
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appearance in the centre of the vaſt area in 
which they are placed, 


The wits of Paris could not allow fuck 
an opportunity of indulging their vein to 
eſcape unimproved. Many epigrams | are 
handed about. — Here are two: 


— 


Bouchardon eſt un animal, 
Et ſon ouvrage fait pitiẽé; 
Il place les vices à cheval, 
Et met les vertus a pied. 


Voila notre Roi comme il eſt à Verſailles, | 
Sans foi, ſans loi, et ſans entrailles. 


Both are too ſevere; giving the idea of 
wicked diſpoſitions, and cruelty of temper, 
which do not belong to Lewis the Fif- 


tcenth; whoſe real character, in three 


words, is, that of a good-natured, eaſy⸗ 
tempered man, ſunk in floth and ſen- 
_ 


I have 


— — eons. nd ot ORE; —— — — 


* 
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I have ſeen another inſcription for the 


ſtatue handed about; it is in Ela, ani 
very ſhort. 


STATUA STAT U. 


Lou may imagine chat the authors of 
| theſe would meet with a dreadful puniſh- 
ment, if they were diſcovered. No danger 
of that kind is ſufficient to reſtrain the in- 
habitants of this city, from writing and 
ſpreading ſuch paſquinades, which are 
greatly reliſhed by the whole nation. 


Indeed, I imagine there is more of the 
ſpirit of revenge, than of good policy, in 
attempting to repel ſuch humours; which, 
if they did not get vent in this manner, 
might break out in a more dangerous 
ſhape. | 


Adieu. 
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LET TEN xr 


I Dined yeſterday with an equal number 
of both ſexes, at the Chevalier B's, 
He is F— —'s very intimate friend, and 


has a charming houſe within a few leagues 
of Paris, which the Marquis makes full as 
much uſe of as the owner. 


The Chevalier has a conſiderable revenue, 
which he ſpends with equal magnificence 
and ceconomy. He has been married many 
years to his preſent lady, a moſt agreeable ' 

woman, with whom he poſſeſſes every 
thing which can make their union happy, 
except children. They endeavour to for- 
get this diſagreeable circumſtance, by a 
conſtant ſucceſſion of company; and, which 


18 


is very ſingular here, the ſociety entertained 
LE b N 9 
by the huſband and wife are the ſame. 


F-——, though much younger than 
either, is a great favourite of both; and 
they are always pleaſed when he invites a 
ſmall company of his Kemal; to dine at 
heir houſe. | 


The 1 party had been na -by 

Madame de M, a rich young widow, 
much admired here; of whom J ſhall give 
you a glimpſe, en paſſant for do not 
imagine I undertake to deſcribe the moſt 


undeſcribable of all human beings,—a 
fine nen 9 55 


tans: M—— has ſome wit, more 
beauty; and a greater ſhare of vivacity than 
of both: —if there were a fourth degree of 
compariſon, I ſhould place her vanity there; 
She laughs a great deal, and ſhe is in the 
right; for-her teeth are remarkably. fine: 
793815 8 | She 


4 
E 
TY 
* 

PF 
6 A 
Z 
2 
2 
YL 
, 


MANNERS IN FRANCE, & 97 


She talks very much, and in a loud and deci- 


ſive tone of voice. This is not ſo judicious, 


| becauſe her ſentiments are not ſo brilliant as 


her teeth, and her voice is rather harſh.— 


She is received with attention and reſpect 


every where ;—that ſhe owes to her rank.— 
She is liked and followed by the men; this 
ſhe owes to her beauty. She is not diſliked 
by the women, which is Probably mn 


to her foibles, 


This tady is thought to be fond of 
F— : ſo, to prevent ſcandal, ſhe de- 
fired me to call at her houſe, and attend 
her to the Chevalier . e 


1 found her ar her toilets; ik aorifiita- 


tion with a general officer and two abbes, 


concerning a new head-dreſs which ſhe had 


juſt invented. It was ſmart and fanciful; 


and, after a few corrections, received the 
ſanction of all thoſe critics. They declared 
it to be a valuable diſcovery; and foretold 

VOI. I. H that 
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that) it would immediately become the 
general mode of Paris, and do- immor- 
al er to the genius Ph ones 
ATTIC 


bosch, 1 58 BE e 1 290 1 


She 5 Pal hag tha, mirror, 
with an air of exultation.—Allons, done, 
mes enfans—à la gloire,—cried ſhe ; 
and was, proceeding to give orders for her 


equipage, when a ſervant entered, and än- 
formed her, that Madame la Comteſſe had 


accepted her invitation, and would certainly 
ag the honour of e with Heſs 


os 


I deſpair of giving you an "ng of 4 
ſudden change which this meſſage. occa- 
ſioned in the features of Madame de M. 
Had ſhe heard of the death of her father, or 
her only child, ſhe could not have been 
more eonfounded.Eſt il poſſible (ſaid the, 
with an accent of deſpair): qu'on puiſſe etre 
fi bete The ſervant was called and exa- 
mined regarding mme import of the anſwer 
ade 1 2 H he 
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ue had brotght from Madame la Comtefle. 
At as even ſo—ſhe was aſſuredly to 
cbme.Freſh exelamations on tlie part 6f 
Madame de M. Did you ſend toitt- 
vite her for this day, ſaid 1? Undoubtedly 
J did, replied Madame de M. That 
could be delayed no longer. She came to 
town laſt Sunday.—I therefore ſent her the 
politeſt meſfage in the world, begging to 
have the honour of her company for'this 
day, at dinner; and behold, the horrid 
woman (with a rudeneſs, or ignorance of 
life without * ſends me word ſhe 
W come. 


l is very ſhocking, indeed, ſald J, "That 
ſhe ſhould” have miſunderſtood your kind- 
neſs ſo prodigiouſly. Is it not, ſaĩd ſhe? 
Could any mortal have expected ſo barba- 
rous a return of, civility? She is cann 
nected with ſome of my relations in the 
country: when ſhe came to town, I im- 
mediately left my name with n 
27 Hl. 2 She 
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She called next day on wer-l had informed 
my. Swiſs, that. I was always. to be out 
when the came. I was denied accord- 
ingly. cel eſt tout ſimple, et ſelon les 


regles. The woman is twenty years older 
than I. and We muſt be inſupportable p 


each, other. She ought to have ſeen, that | 
my invitation was dictated by politeneſs 


only: — the ſame politeneſs on her part 
ſhould have prompted her to ſend a refuſal. 
In this manner we might have viſited each 
other, dined and ſupped together, and re- 
mained on the moſt agreeable footing ima- 
ginable through the whole courſe: of our 
lives: but this inſtance of grofierete muſt 
put an end to all connection. Well 
there is no remedy: I muſt ſuffer pur- 
gatory for this one day. Adieu. Preſent 


my compliments to Madame B— nn 


her of this horrid incident. 


% 5 


* wt 8 R j * 71 - 
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Having hs mich Madame de M. 
an unmerited misfor tune, I took my 


ith 
OP, 


18 8 H leave 
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leave b and 30 j ined. Tina to ON 5 re- 
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us of that erben. e e e 


9 N . Nan 


le did not appear quite ſo unhappy'as 
the had on the occaſion ; but he ſwore he 
was convinced that the Counteſs had ac- 
cepted the invitation to dinner par pure 
malice; for, to his knowledge, ſhe was 
: ripen with their party to the Cheva- 
lier B——'s, and had certainly ſeized that 
opportunity of plaguing Madame de M 
whom ſhe hated. Without that douceufr, 
he imagined, the dinner would be as great 
a purgatory to the Counteſs, as it could 
poſſibly be to Madame de M . How 


theſe affectionate friends contrived to pals 
their time together I know not, but we had 


a moſt agreeable party at the Chevalier's 
The Marquis entertaining the company 
with the hiſtory of Madame M—'s miſ- 


fortune, and the MN tete à tote 


which it had occaſioned, This he re- 
H 3 „ 


A427 99 Wer A 
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lated with ſuch ſprightlineſs, and deſeribed 
his own grief and diſappointment with 
ſuch a flow of good humour, as in ſome 


degree indemnified the company for the 
lady's abſence. 


* 1 * . 4 
* LS | o * 
in "td 


Os 2. BP S- D 3 . of Ty Py 1x. % 


» - , a " 3 5 KT * , 
- WO r - 1 if - ” CE Wm »Y 55 * + 
d 4 : g 4 SS? 7 1 2 * 1 . * — bY ” © £« 7 um \ 
39 3 8 | | 


* IR OW. * * ' * 
+. 2 FS „ , - ' $$ 7 * 4 5 
5e „ Sei eee 
FA * # & FS * 
* 
1 * * * ; 4 bd F — 1 p wo * . 
5 - » ah bs 5 0 1 ' 1 ren 1 
21 * FT / * , 51 * a 4 2 4 „ EE WT * 0 
#3. 4 - Ka LAI * a 
* 
5 _ * © — © 2 4 
— 1 ' ? $34 
„ 
f + 
\ = 4 * ow 
* . 
— 2 
as 8 . 4 ” 
one TY of STE TAS t : 8 1 * * 
1 x KF. — 
31 29 10 e : . Lt % # $4 FT 1 
1 , * > : 
* 
2 0 
- * 4 4 \ p Y * 1 
„„ ; w_ 872 
11 
* 
_ * 
81 L 17 5 a F > ; 4 . > $349 % + 
©, © © 


Dis | t Nr 
„ 2 * . . 
. 7 — 11 
2. _ * +> ty WW. ; 81 — N 1 4 9 * 1 4 LS * * N TY . * 
3932 4 ” o $ Sf, 4 SYS . — * but < 


8 4 7 * 14 
29 48 i Lk} ts - -Ivh U odd „* 
* 


— n 


MANNER 8 IFRA CE; ike. 103 


df 85 W bns ,fonifidarcl Toi dt 5501 


þ 8 by 7 K. a> >» 1 E 3 
2 - * 2 6-48-48 v - x 


. * 4 by 1 > 

"5 CY. TOS MITSLEOOIT RIVER 3TH IO. TIWYO geil 
33427 FLA SLES ILEL ULERLS 2 111 
8 a 
A* IS A 

. 7 157 


mT . T TE R IV. 954055 


' | 4 # 11 
ns "2 * n 


aro} nr 2 


Paris. 
Proven! the gentleneſs of French 
manners qualifies in ſome degree the 
ſeverity of the government; as [I obſerved _ 
in a former letter, full the condition of the 
common people is by, no means com- 
fortable. 


When we conſider the prodigious re- 


ſources of this kingdom; the advantages it 
enjoys above almoſt every other country in 


point of ſoil, climate, and ſituation ; the in- 
duſtry and ingenuity of the inhabitants, 
attached by affection to their Kings, and 


ſubmiſſive to the laws; we naturally expect 
that the bulk of the nation ſhould be at 
their eaſe, and that poverty ſhould be as 
little known here as in any country of 
1 He > Europe, 


WW, We, 
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Europe. I do not ſpeak of that ideal or 
comparative poverty, the child of envy and 
covetouſneſs, which may be felt by the 
richeſt citizens of London or Amſterdam; 
or of the poverty produced in capitals by 
gaming, luxury, and diſſipation: But of 
that actual poverty, which ariſes when the 
laborious part of a nation cannot acquire a 
competent ſhare of the neceſſaries of life by 
thei: induſtry. 


"IIs two firſt l o the vices 5 
extravagance of individuals ;—The other 
from a bad government. 


Much of the firſt may be found in Loh- 
don, where more riches circulate than in 
any city in Europe; of the laſt there is 
little to be ſcen i in the country of Raga. 

The 9 of this; 1s the dc; in 3 

where the pooreſt inhabitants of the capi- 


ta} ate ofien in a better ſituation than. the 
md.....: 2 TI laborious 


7 
2 


NU = IF” r | EY "ICE * 
RE er ule ͤ K 
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5 \ To retain a favourable notion of he 


peaſants In the one, we ſhall fiad nothing? 


MANN DRS IN FRANCE, Se. 105 
laborious peaſant. The former by adn 


* 


niſtering to the luxuries; or by taking ad- 


vantage of the follies of the great and the 


wealthy, may procure a tolerable livelihood, 


and ſometimes make a fortune; while the 
peaſant cannot, without much difficulty 


earn a ſeanty And precarious ſubſiſtenee. 


in 

TT * ”" "a 
Q 1 

A 


Jo have an adequate idea of the wealth 
of England, we muſt viſit the provinces, 
and ſee how the nobility, the gentry, and 
eſpecially the farmers and country people 
in general live. The magnificence of the 
former, and the abundance which prevails. 


among the latter claſſes, muſt aſtoniſh the 


natives of any other country in Europe. 


1 


wealth of France, we muſt remain in tlie 
capital, or viſit a few trading or manufac- 
turing towns; but muſt ſeldom enter the 
chateau of the Seigneur, or the hut of the 


but 


106 VIEW OF SOCIETY AND 


but tawdry furniture, and from the other 
we ſhall. be ſeared eg 1 323 's "rierrg 
5831 LY prey fv 1999 ani 
oK Gaiture' © of crops, or a Ee admini- 
ſtratibn, may occaſion diſtreſs and ſcarcity! 
of bread among the common people at a 
particular time: But when there is a per- 
manent poverty through various reigns, and 
for a long tract of years, ; among the pea- 
fantry of ſuch a country as France; this 
ſeems to me the ſureſt proof of a careleſs," 
and conſequently an oppreſſive government. 
Vet the French very ſeldom complain of 
their government, thou gh often of their 
governors ;' and never of the Ring, * 
always of the-miniſter. AB $0 475% fra 


Although the eothuliati affeQion which 
the People of this nation once felt for their 
preſent monarch | be greatly abated, it is not 2 
| annihilated.” Some of the courtiers indeed, 
ho. ar 15 appoſed t to adminiſter to "the 


22 1 5 | 
Kings ple eaſ * are deteſted. The! impru- . 
| dent 
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dent oſtentatioũs luxury of the miſtreſs, 1 
publicly execrated; but their cenſure of the 
King, even where they think themſelves 
quite ſafe, never burſts out as it would in 
ſome other nations, in violent expreſſions, 
ſuch as, Curſe his folly,—his weakneſs, or 
his obſtinacy. No; Eyen their cenſure of 
him is intermingled with a kind of affec>. 
tionate regret.—Naturellement il eſt bony 
they ſay.— And when they obſerve the de- 
Norable anxiety and diſguſt i in his counte- 
nance, which are the concomitants of a: 
conſtitution jaded by pleaſure, and of 4 
mind incapable of application, they ery, 
Mon Dieu, qu'il eſt triſte !—1} eſt mats; 
heureux lui-mème; comment peut il. 


penſer a a nous aptres 3 


1 am perſuaded, that, i in a ſpite of the dit. 
content "which really ſubſiſts at "preſent 


ais JLIDLD AU 
in France, the King might recover the 
Slog. 


eſteem and affection of bis ſubj es at once 
by the ſimple manceuvre | of FAT 


ict 90 1 .ADofi999D 318 e112 TIT : 
4 miniſter 


3 
"$ 5 42 7 
1030 


view rot? alta 
mini er, and a few other unpop ulat cha- 
raters. A Lettre de cachet, ordering tiem 
to bäniſhment, or ſhutting them up in the 
Baſtile, "would be conſidered as a complete 
revolition of government, and the nation. 
oo require no other Bill of Rights than 
what proceeded. from this dreadful inftru- | 
ps of n | w 


52 N 
55 oC] a 
4 


ul: * 0 , 
Asr matters are at preſent, i in my opinion, 


no body of men in France has, properly 
ſpeaking, any rights. The Princes, the 
nobleſſe, and the clergy, have indeed cer- 
tain privileges which diſtinguiſh them in 
different degrees from their fellow-ſubjeQts? 
but as for rights, they have none; or, which 
amounts to the ſame thing, none which can 
defend them, or which they can defend 
againſt the Monarch, whenever he in his. 
royal' wildom chooſes to ee © or aunihi- 
late them. 


8 0 ono DD Dine iin nenen 
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A French» 
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A Frenchman, will tell you, that; their 


1 0 parliaments have the right of r emonſtrating 


to the throne, upon certain occaſions.— 
ES: is a precious privilege indeed ! the 


common council of London are in polſef- 


ſion of this glorious right alſo, and we all 
know what it avails. It is like the power 
of which Owen Glendower boaſted—— 
6 calling ſpirits from the vaſty deep.” — 
But the misfortune was, that none came in 
re bie nee ee 


The Parliaments of Paris can 1 eee 
mouſtrate; and have done it with ſuch 


ſtrength of reaſoning and energy of expreſ- 
| ſion, that if eloquence were able to prevail 


over unlimited power, a grievance 
would: have been redreſſed. , nie 5 


undioh 


e of theſe remonſtragcha ** pgE 


only examples of the moſt ſublime and pa: 
thetic eloquence, but alſo breathe 3 ſpirit 
of freedom which would do honour to a. 


Beiath Houſe of Commons, 
The. 
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The reſiſtance which the members of 
the parliament of Paris made to the Will f 
the King, does them the greateſt honour: 

Ader de Asten int Biknce insel dN 

played more juſt and manly ſentiments of 
government, and have made a nobler ſtruggle 
againſt deſpotie power, than any ſet of men 
in the kingdom. It has therefore often 
affected me with ſurpriſe and indignation, 
to obſerve the attempts that are made here 
to turn this body of men into ridicule. 0 


= One of this profeſſion is never introduced 
on the ſtage but in a ridiculous character. 
This may give ſatisfaction to the prince, 
whoſe power they have endeavoured to 
mit, or to thoughtleſs laviſh courtiers; 
but ought to be viewed with horror by the 
nation, for -whoſe good the gentlemen of 
the long-robe have hazarded fo much; for 
in their | oppoſition” to the court, much 
perſonal danger was to be ferred, 00. ng 


lucrative advatage to be reaped, oth 
Aa , | 1 * 
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10 Thoſe who oppoſe the court meaſures in 


pur iſland incur, IL thank Heaven, no perſo- 
nal riſk on that account. A member of 
the Britiſh parliament. may launch his pa- 
Wore, kaff in the moſt n fone 


6. 6H 3 all his canvas, e eee 
gale, and ſail for an hour or two upon the 
edge of treaſon, without any riſk of being 
ſucked into its whirlpool. But though he 
has nothing to fear, it is equally evident chat 
he has nothing to hope from ſuch a voyage. 
Oppoſition was formerly conſidered as a 
means of getting into power: Mais nous 
avons change tout cela. Let any one re- 


collect the numbers who, with very mo- 


derate abilities, have crawled on their knees 
into office, and compare them with the 
numbers and ſucceſs of thoſe who, armed 
with genius and the artillery of eloquence; 
attempt the places by ſtorm; if, after, this, 
he joins che aſſailants, he muſt either act 
from other motiyes than thoſe of:ſelf-inte-! 


on | / reſt, 


* „ 
: N 
* ** — 
* 8 
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to-oppoſe to power: — The members were 


reſt, or betray is i ignorance i in the calcula- 


tron of chances. 


The ſecurity, and even the exiſtence, of 


the parliament of Paris, depending entirely 


on the pleaſure of the King, and having 
no other weapons, offenfive or defenfive, 
but juſtice, argument, and reaſon, "their 
fate might have been foreſeen—the ofual 
fate of thoſe who have no other artillery 


diſgraced, and the parliament aboliſhed. 


The meaſure was conſidered as violent; the 


exiles were regarded as martyrs ; the people 
were aſtoniſhed and grieved. At length, 
recovering. from their ſurpriſe, they diſſi- 
pated their ſortow, as they do on all oe 
81 of great TE pron ee 
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VII friend F=— called on me a fe 
days fince, and as ſoon as 43 e 
ood that IL had no particular engagement, 
he inſiſted that I ſhould drive ſomewhere 
into the country, dine tète· A · tte with him; 
2 bann in _ 88 the ug 
Men we bad ürove 4 few miles 1 pers. 
celved- 4 genreel-looking young fellow, 
dreſſed in an old uniform. He ſat under à 
tree, on the graſs, at a little diſtance from 
the road, and amuſed himſelf by playing 
vn the violin. As we came nearer we per 
deived he had a wooden leg, part of which Es 
1 in * 7 his ſide. 


£ 


— — — = * = _ 
— — — — — — 
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What do you there, ſoldier ? ſaid the 
Marquis.—I am on my way home to my 
own village, mon officier, faid the ſoldier. 


hut, my poor friend, reſumed the Mar- 
quis, you will be a furious long time be- 


rote you arrive at your journey's end, if you 
e no other carriage beſides theſe, point- 
ing at the fragments of his wooden leg. — 
I Wait for my equipage and all my ſuite, 
faid the foldierz'-and I/ am greatly miſtaken 
if II do nat ſee re bee ex 
. down: the hill. 2605 2 8 5H. n! 
24 . i en una ht 

We Gr: 2 kind of cart, drawn by one 
lente in which was a woman, and. pea- 
fant 25 drove the horſe.— While they 
drew gar; the ſoldier: told us he had been 
wounded, in Corſicar- hat his leg had been 
cut offr-chat before ſetting out on that ex- 
pedition: he had en gontracted to a young 
woman in the neighbourhood— that, the 
marriage had been poſtponed till his re- 
duch; but n . e with a 
7 wooden 
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wooden leg, that all the girl's relations had 
loppoſech che iateh.— The - girl's mother, 

ho was her only ſurviving parent; when 
ae his- courtſhip, had always been 
his friend; but ſhe had died while he was 
abrohd.— The young woman herſelf, how- 
ever, remained conſtant in her affections, 
received him with open arms, and had 
agreed to leave her relations, and accom- 
"pany him to Paris, from whence they in- 
tended to ſet out in the diligence to the 
town where he was born, and where his 
father full lived hat on the way to 


8 


Paris his wooden leg had ſnapped, which | 
Lad obliged his miſtreſs to leave him, and 
— to the next village in queſt of a cart to 

him thither, where he would remain 
vi ſuch time as the carpenter ſhould renew 
his leg. elt un malheur, concluded the 
ſoldier, mon officier, bien igt er 


Foigi non amie — ino 

* nnen SH 
5 11 313 — I} 
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| hand, oh hex. ik on 


was ry il fullof ain 
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Who h all adds ee 4 letz that | 
woddtabudbbceks chat ĩt would be ready by 
to- morrow, and they might reſume, their 
nm afteo as they pleaſed. ieee 
«+: daps did it..ouKdsen ack art 01345 — 
"Tha foldier. r m e i 01 
pliment ag it deſerved. vey ba . F ? 
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She ſcemed about twenty years of a age, a 
97805; 217 2007 ES 
beautiful, fine ſhaped girl a Brunette, 

wr eu Sligo plc oy lots. 
who e countenance indicated ere and 
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You ar be ad üble "wy dear, 
ſaid the Marquis, Von ne ſe fatigue pas, | 
. Monſieur, quand on travaille pour ce qu'on 
aime, replied the girl.— The ſoldier Eiſſed 
her hand with a gallant and tender air. — 
When a woman bas fixed her heart upon a 
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Hd? ol fe? Bid the Maria, urning to 
me iis not a leg more or leſs that wilt 
make her change her fentiments. Nor was 
it Rad legs, ſald Fachon, which made any 
itiipreffion on my heart. If they had 

made a little, however, ſaid the Marquis, 
you would not have been ſingular in your 
way of thinking; but, allons; obatinned he, 
addreſſing himſelf to me. —This girl is 
quite charming—her lover has the appear- 
ance of a brave fellow ;- 


—they have but 
three legs betwixt them, and we have four; 
; FE. vou have no objection, they ſhall have 
the carriage, and we will follow on foot to 
the next village, and [te what can be doue 
for theſe lovers. —I never agreed to a pro- 
e with more Fee in my l life. 


** 
7. 2 
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| 1 ee e ber 
200 Gen Kaner en to en difficulties 
about : enteri ng i nto the vis Avis. Come, | 
—corhe; friend; {aid the Marquis, Lam a:O6- 
"Line, uy Its) your duty. to obey : Get in 
aan 1 without 
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P mon bins ami; Laid the; girl, - 
ſince theſe gentlemen inſiſt upon er us 
ſo much honour. e tO OR bom 

GIG 1141.44 | r ; 

A girl] like you jo. tbe do Wot to the 
fineſt coach in France. Nothing could 
pleaſe me more than to have it in my 
wer, to make you happy: ſaid the Mar- 


quis. —Laiſez moi faire, mon Colonel, faid 


* the ſoldier, Je ſuis heureuſe comme une 
14 reine, ſaid Fanchon.— Away moved the 
i Sie, ang. * nn 1 followed. 
[ZW TY . — vous, „combien nous ſommes beu⸗ 
11 reur nous autres Frangois N bon marché, 
| | f faid the Marquis to me, adding with a 
it ſmile, le bonheur, A ce qu'on m dit, eſt 
f i | plus cher en Angleterre. But, anſwered: k 
j : how long will this laſt with theſe - poor 
| peoplet—Ab, pour le TOY: faid he, voila 


ung 


— DAG ce 
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ne reflexion bien Angloiſe chat, inderd, 


is what 1 cannot tell; neither do I know 
how long you or I may live; but L fancy 
it would be great folly to be ſorrb ful 
through life, becauſe we do not kno) how 
ſoon misfortunes may come, and bechül 
we are 3 certain that death 3 is to come 


wad e 561 0 4 7 52 Ty ry r 
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0 When "= arrived at the inn to which 
we had ordered the poſtillion to drive We 
found the ſoldier and Fanchon. After hav- 
ing ordered ſome victuals and wine Pray, 
faid I to the ſoldier, how do you propoſe 
to maintain your wife and yourſelf : One 
' who has contrived to live for five years on 
ſoldier's pay, replied he, can have little dif- 
ficulty for the reſt of his life. I can play 
tolerably well on the fiddle, added he, and 
perhaps there is not a village in all France 
of the ſize, where there are ſo many mar- 
riages ag in that 1 in which we are going to 
bee ——1 ſhall never want employment. 

| I 4 And 
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And , ſaid Fanchon, can weave: hat 
Beſides, my uncle has two. hundred livres 
of mine in bis hands, and although be is 
brathesrin-law to the Bailiff, and vglontiars 
brutal. vet. 1 will make him pay it every 


ſousr And I, ſaid the ſoldier, have fifteen | 
liyres in my pocket; beſides two louis that 
I lent to a poor farmer to enable him to 
pay dhe taxes, and which he will ee 
a hag RY 5 ie! _— 
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weg ate _ hind of eee — | 
we not be happy, my good friend _ 
ta her lover with, a look of exquiſite ten, 
derneſs), if it be not out own fault :I 
vou arę nat, ma douce amie ! ſaid the ſol⸗⸗ 
dier with great warmth, je ſerai Amme 8 
plaindre .I never felt a more cha. . 
ſenſation.— The tear trembled in the * 
quis seng Ma fois! ſaid he to me, cet 
ung gomtz die larmoyante . Fhen, turning 


.. 


. 7 1 ta 
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10 Fünchong Gome hither, iny dear; nd 
bes til ſuch titue a8 you can ger payment 
of the two hundred livres, and my fr 
here recovers his two louis, accept of 'thi is” | 
from me, putting a purſe of louis into her 
hand—1 hope you will continue to lobe 
your huſband, and to be loved by him. up) 
Let me know from time to time hom yo, 
affairs go on, and how I can ſerve you, | 
This will inform you af my name, aud 
where | live. But if ever you do me the” 
pleaſure of calling at my houſe at Paris, 
be ſure to bring your huſband with yo 
for I would not wiſh to eſteem you leſs r 
love you more than I do this moment. 
Let me ſee you ſometimes; but always” 
bring your huſband along with you. 
ſhall never be afraid to truſt her with you?" 
faid the ſoldier:. She ſhall ſee you as often 
| e without my going with hes 
Neri! ar boldmwnt ness! 
Tt was by to much venturing (at ous} 
ſerjeant told me) * 2 
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my beſt friend, ſaid Fanchon, with à ſimile 
to her lbver. Monſieur le Colonel n'eſt 
que trop aimable. I ſhall follow his ad- 


vice literally, and when I have the Honour 


of ee on bim, Og alk ye at- | 
tend me, OT m 


$rov 2875; I 1 r cer ll r oY yy vr 
— bleſs n e friends, 

ſaid the Marquis; 3 may he never know 
what happineſs is who attempts to inter- 


rupt your felicity !—It ſhall be my bufi- 


neſs to find out ſome employment for you, 
my fellow-foldier, more profitable” than 
playing on the fiddle. In the mean time, 
ſtay here till a coach comes, which” ſhall 
bring you both this night to Paris; my 


ſervant ſhall provide lodgin gs for you, a and 
be found. When you are properly Wind. 


let me ſee you before you gorhome.' Adieu, 


my honeſt fellow; be kind to Fanchon: 
She ſeems to deſerve your love. Adieu, 


Fanchon ;; 1 ſhall be happy te bear that 
. 7 | | you 
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yon are as fond of Dubois two-years hene. 
as you ate at preſent.) 80 ſaying, he ſhook, 
Dubois by the hand, ſaluted Fanchog, 
puſhed: me into the cartiage before him, 
and 5 Augen a lg“ 10 fr bet * Hp 


r 
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be? we rats is r. he broke out 
ſeveral times into warm. praiſes. of Fan- 
chon's beauty, which inſpired me with 
ſome ſuſpicion that he might have n 
iow eden, % a a8 


. 
17 ys 


K was ceny N 1 bis. 
free manner of life, and I had a little 
before ſeen him on the point of being 
married to one woman, after he had ar- 


* n thing, as he called it, with 
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10 alf) pal © in 1 3 1 
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never 10 r by 5 9 ; 
Lok her 3 pretty, and of that | 


dane) to ” honeſt Dubois, than with hen 
othe er thing about her: —If the loſes that, | 
85 will loſe her greateſt beauty in in m 
10 Had the been ſhackled to a mad 
Tone. b je eatous fellow, and deſired a re- 
gels of grievances, the caſe would have 
been different; but her heart is fixed upon | 
er old lover Dübois, who ſrenis to be a 8 
El man, and I dare ſay will make tier 
happy. If I were inclined to try her, very 
probably it would be in vain:— The con- 
ſtanèey which has ſtood firm againſt abſence, 
and a cannon-ball, would not be overturned | 
by the airs, me 4 and the 3 Jargon « of a 
petit maitre. It gives me pleaſure to 
belleve it would not, and I am cetermined 
oer to make the trial. | | 
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ſame evening. 1 was too full of the a 
venture of Fanchon and Dubois not ® 


en it to him, w WA ith, all dhe part wien 
lars of of the. Marquis's behaviour I 
of your K urs, ſaid he, is an honeſt f. 
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Am unesfy wle 1 hehr pepe alert, 
that mankind always act frotti motives 
I felf-interefti It creates 4 Wahren that 
Ahoſe who maititait' this m, judge of 
*thebs by their On belaßs. This Cofl- 
Aunlon, however, mhy be as ErroirGus'il 
the general u ſſertieh; för I have heard” it 
Antütalned: ( perllaps from reste by 
very diſintereſted people, who, when pufli- 
ed, could not ſupport their argument withs 
out peryerting the received meaning of 
language .—Thoſe who perform generous 
or apparently diſintereſted actions, ſay they, 
are prompted by ſelfiſh motives by the 
Pleaſure which they themſelves feel. 
There are people who have this feeling ſo 
ſtrong, chat they eannot paſs a miſerable 
Kh object 
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object withou endeavouring to aſſiſt him 


Such people really relieve Ae 
they relieve TE When: an THis 
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All this. is very true: but is it not a 
N firange aſſertion, that people are not bene» 
valent, becauſe, they... cannot be, ctheg 
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Two men are ſtan, 3 
in. St. James 8 ſtreet. There are ſome pine- 
apples within the. window, ard a poor 
woman, with an infant crying at her empty 
breaſt, without. One. .of che-Sentte nan 
walks in, pays a, guinęa for a pine 
which he calmly, devours; while the; gr 
man:implor es him for a penny, to. buy her 
a morſel of bread—and, implores in Vain 
not that this fine gentleman values a penny; 
but torput his hand in his; pocket would 
give him ſome trouble 3. the diſtreſs of 
the woman gives him none. The other 
man happens t to have a guinea in his pock 
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alſo; he gives it to the woman, walks 


home, and dines on | beef- __ with bis 
wife and children. 


Without doing zajuldiee to the taſte of 
the former, we may : believe, that the latter 
received | the higher gratification for his | 
—You will never convince "the, 


wes as aan as che other's, N 


42 — 1 La, x 70 


wi 8 1 the: Fine en i 
—_—_ in my laſt letter; I met F=—— 
and B at the opera · They had be- 
come” acquainted with each other at my 
lodgings two days before; accorditig to 


B deſire. It gave me * to ſee 


. on ſo Ae a e 


2 3 us to go 9 0 u Gt 


an hour with him before he went to, bed 
 —to which we — | | 


The 


od wa 6 his 
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The M arquis chen told us, we ſhould 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing Fanchon, i in her 
beſt gown, and Dubois, with his new leg 
for he had ordered his valet to invite them, 
with two or three of his Co palnous to A 
_ A ; mw 
ic „ ein Gs Hh AR 19, LON 
pre the Marquis was peak his 
coach drove up to the door of the opera 
where a well-knotyn lady was at that mo- 
one w—_—_ for her cab 117677 aud 


B ſeemed to recollect bimſelf of a a 
ſudden, ſiyitgs he muſt be excuſed from 


going with us, having an affair of M5 


pea to tranſact at home. 2 1 
55; F 


2155 124 £ 770 2 Ot 8 mods 
The Marquis ſmiled=——flivok B 


by the hang ng c'eſt apparemment 
| quelque affaire qui regarde la conftitu- | 


tion, vivent les Anglois pour, 1. amgur 
patriotique. | 


Sox. I. K When 


130 VIEW Or SOCIETY AND 

When we arrived at the Marquis s, the 
fervants and their gueſts were aſſembled 
in the little garden behind the hotel, and 
. dancing, by moon-light, to Dubois's 


He and Fanchon were invited to a glaſs 
of wine in the Marquis's parlour.—The 
Poor fellow's heart ſwelled. at the ſight of 
his benefactor.IHe attempted to expreſs 

his gratitude; but his voice iailetls and. he 
could not articulate a word. 


Vous n'avez pas A faire A des ingrats, 
Monſieur le Colonel, ſaid Fanchon. My 
huſband, continued ſhe, is more affected 
with your goodneſs, tban he was by the 
leſs of his leg, or the cruelty of my rela- 
tions. She then, in a ſerious manner, 
wich the voice of gratitude, and in the lan- 
guage of Nature, expreſſed her on and her 
huſband's obligations to the Marquis; and, 
amongſt others, ſhe alluded to twenty louis 

| Which 
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which her-huſband had received de fa part 
that very afternoon. Lou intend to 
make a faint of a ſinner, my dear, ſaid the 
Marquis, and to ſucceed the better, you 
invent falſe miracles. I know nothing of 
the twenty louis you mention. But I 
know a great deal; for here they are in my 
pocket, ſays Dubois.— The Marquis ſtill 
inſiſted they had not come from him. 
The ſoldier then declared, that he had 
called about one o'clock, to pay his duty 
to Monſieur de F— | 
him at home, he was returning to his 


but not finding 


lodgings, when, in the ſtreet, he obſerved 


a' gentleman looking at him with attention, 
who ſoon accoſted him, demanding if his 
name was not Dubois? If he had not loſt 
his leg at Corſica? and ſeveral other queſ- 
tions, which being anſwered in the affirm- 
ative, he ſlipped twenty louis into his 
hand, telling him that it would help to 


Furniſh his houſe.—— Dubois in aſtoniſh- 
ment had exclaimed—Mon Dieu! voila 
„ | encore 
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encore Monſieur de . Upon 


which the ſtranger had replied :—Yes, he 


ſends you that, by me: and immediately 
he turned into another ſtreet, and Dubois 


ſay no more of him. 


We were all equally ſurprized at the 
fingularity of this little adventure. On 
enquiring more particularly about the ap- 


pearance of the ſtranger, I was convinced 


he could be no other than B—. 


I remembered he had been affected with 


the ſtory of Dubois when I told it him. 
You know B is not one of thoſe, who 
allow any emotions of that nature to paſs h 


vnimproved, or to evaporate in ſentiment. 


He generally puts them to ſome practical 
uſe.— S0 having met Dubois accidentally 


in the ſtreet, he had made him this 


ſmall preſent, in the manner above re- 
lated; and on his underſtanding that 


Dubois and Fanchon were at F————S, 
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he had declined going, to avoid any expla- 
nation. on the ſubject, | 


Had our friend B. been a man of 
ſyſtem, or much reflection, in his charity, 
he would have conſidered, that as the ſol- 
dier had already been taken good care of, 
and was under the protection of a generous 
man, there was no call for his interfering 
in the buſineſs; and he would probably 
have kept his twenty guineas for ſome more 
preſſing occaſion. 


There are men in the world (and very 
uſeful and moſt reſpectable men no doubt 
they are), who examine the pro's and the 
con's before they decide upon the moſt 
indifferent occaſion; wha are directed in 
all their actions by propriety, and by the 
general received notions of duty. They 

weigh, in the niceſt ſcales, every claim 
that an ae a relation, or a 
friend may have on them; and they en- 

K 3 deavour 
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deavour to pay them on demand, as they 
would a bill of exchange. They calculate 


their income, and proportion every ex- 


pence; and hearing it aſſerted every week 
from the pulpit, that there is exceeding 
good intereſt to be paid one time or other, 
for the money that is given to the poor, 
they riſk a little every year upon that 
venture. Their paſſions, and their af- 
fairs are always in excellent order ; they 


walk through life undiſturbed by the mis- 
fortunes of others; and when they come 


to the end of their journey, they are de- 


cently interred in a church - yard. 


There is another ſet of men, who never 
calculate; for they are generally guided 
by the heart, which never was taught 
arithmetic, and knows nothing of ac- 
counts, Their heads have ſcarcely a vote 
in the choice of their acquaintances; and 
Without the conſent of the heart, moſt 


nn 
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certainly none in their friendſhips. They 
perform acts of benevolence, without re- 
collecting that this is a duty, merely for 

the pleaſure they afford'; and: perhaps 
forget them, as they do their own plea- 
ſures, when paſt. 


As for little occaſional charities, theſe 
are as natural to ſuch characters as breath- 
ing; and they claim as little merit for the 
zone as for the other, the whole ſeem- 


ing an affair of inſtinct rather than of re- 
flection. 


That the firſt of theſe two claſſes of 
men is the moſt uſeful to ſociety; that 
their affairs will be conducted with moſt 
circumſpection; that they will keep out 
of many ſcrapes and difficulties that the 
others may fall into; and that they are | 
(if you infiſt upon it very violently) 2 
the moſt virtuous of the two, I ſhall not | 
K 4 diſpute : 
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diſpute : Yet for the ſoul of me I cannot 
help preferring the other ; for almoſt all 


the friends I have ever had in my life, arg 
of the ſecond claſs. MOU 


6 , 
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LETTER XVn. 


| | | | Paris. 
Onſidering the natural gaiety and vola- 
tility of the French nation, I have 
often been ſurpriſed at their fondneſs for 
tragedy, eſpecially as their tragedies are 
barren of incident, full of long dialogues, 
and declamatory ſpeeches and modelled 
according to the ſtricteſt code of critical le- 

giſlation. 15 

The moſt ſprightly and faſhionable peo- 
ple of both ſexes flock to theſe entertain- 
ments in preference to all others, and 
liſten with unrelaxed gravity and attention. 
One would imagine that ſuch a ſerious, 
correct and uniform amuſement, would 
be more congenial with the phlegm, and 
ſaturnine diſpoſitions of the Engliſh, than 
with 


133 VIEW OF SOCIETY AND 


with the gay, volatile temper of thc 
French. 


An Engliſh audience loves ſhow, buſtle, 
and incident, in their tragedies; and 
have a mortal averſion to long dialogues 
and ſpeeches, however fine the ſenti- 
ments, and however beautiful the language 
may be. | | 


In this it would: ſeem, that the two 
nations had changed characters. Perhaps 
it would be difficult to account for it in a 
ſatisfactory manner. I ſhall not attempt 
it. A Frenchman would cut the matter 
ſhort, by ſaying, that the Paris audience 
has a more correct and juſt taſte than that 
of London; that the one could be amuſed. 
and delighted with poetry and ſentiment, 
while the other could not be kept awake 
without buſtle, guards, proceſſions, trum- 


pets, fighting, and murder. 


For 
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For my own part, -I admire the French 
Melpomene more in the cloſet than on the 
ſtage. I cannot be reconciled to the 
French actors of tragedy. Their pompous 
manner of declaiming ſeems to me very 
unnatural. The ſtrut, and ſuperb geſ- 
tures, and what they call la manière noble, 
of their boaſted Le Kain, appear, in my 
eyes, a little outre. 


The juſtneſs, the dignified ſimplicity, 
the energy of Garrick's action, have de- 
ſtroyed my reliſh for any manner different 
from his. That exquiſite, but concealed 


art, that magic power, by which he could 
melt, freeze, terrify the ſoul, and com- 


mand the obedient paſſions as he pleaſed, 
we look for in vain, upon our own, or any 
other ages 


What Horace a0 of Nature, may be 


applied with equal June to that unri- 
yalled actor: ; | 


—uvat 5 


4 
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— Juvat, aut impellit ad iram, 
Aut ad humum mcerore gravi deducit, et 
1 nap * 


One of the moſt difficult things in act- 
ing is the player's concealing himſelf be- 
hind the character he aſſumes: The inſtant | 
the ſpectator gets a peep of him, the whole 
iltuſion vaniſhes, and the pleaſure is ſuc- 
ceeded by diſguſt. In Oedipus, Mahomet, 
and Oroſmane, I have always detected Le 
Kain; but J have ſeen the Engliſh Roſcius 
repreſent Hamlet, Lear, Richard, without 
recollecting that there was ſuch a perſon 
as David Garrick in the world. | 


| The French tragedians are apt in my 
opinion 7o overſiep the modeſty of nature. 
Nature is not the criterion by which their 
merit is to be tried Ihe audience mea- 
{ures them by a more ſublime ſtandard, 
and if they come not up to that, they can- 
not paſs muſter. 


Natural 
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Natural action, and a natural elocution, 

they ſeem to think incompatible with dig- 
' nity, and imagine that the hero muſt an- 
nounce the greatneſs of his ſoul by ſuper- 
cihous looks, haughty geſtures, and a hol- 
low ſounding voice. Such eaſy familiar 
dialogue as Hamlet holds with his old 
ſchool-fellow Horatio, appears to them low, 
vulgar, and inconſiſtent with the dignity of 
tragedy. | e ol 


But if ſimplicity of manners be not in- 
conſiſtent, in real life, with genius, and the 
moſt exalted greatneſs of mind, I do not 
ſee why the actor who repreſents a hero, 
ſhould always aſſume motions and geſtures 
of uncommon dignity, and which we have 
no reaſon to think were ever in uſe in any 
age, or among any rank of men. 


Simplicity of manners, however, is ſo far 
from being inconſiſtent with magnanimity, 
that the one for the moſt part accompanies 
VV the 


142 VIEW OF SOCIETY AND 


the other. The French have ſome reaſon 
to lean to this opinion; for two of the 
greateſt men their nation ever produced 
were remarkable for the ſimplicity of their 
manners. Henry IV. and Marechal Fu- 
renne were diſtinguiſhed by that, as well 


as by their magnanimity and other heroic 
virtues. | | | | 


How infinitely ſuperior in real greatneſs 
and intrinſic merit, were thoſe men to the 
ſtrutting oftentatious Lewis, who was al- 
ways affecting a greatneſs he never poſſeſſed, 
till misfortune humbled his mind to the 
ſtandard of humanity? Then indeed, throw- 
ing away his pageantry and bluſter, he aſ- 
ſumed true dignity, and for the firſt time 
obtained the admiration of the judicious. 
In the correſpondence with de Torey, 
Lewis's letters, which it is now certain 
were written and compoſed by himſelf, 
prove this, and diſplay a ſoundneſs of judg- 
ment and real greatneſs of mind which ſel- 
5 | dom 
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dom appeared in the meridian of hat "oy 
call - his glory. 697 


What n (in the height of his 
proſperity) to Henry in the eſſential quali- 
ties of a King and Hero, Juch i is-Le Kain 
to Garrick as an actor. 


The French ſtage can boaſt at preſent of 
more than one actreſs who may diſpute 
the laurel of tragedy with Mrs. Yates, or 
Mrs. Barry. 


In comedy, the French actors excel, and 

can produce at all times a greater number 
far above mediocrity, than are to be found 
on the 'Engliſh ſtage. 


The national character and manners of 
2 the'French give them perhaps advantages 
in this line; and beſides, they have more 
numerous reſources to ſupply them with 
actors of every kind. In all the large 
| trading 
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trading and manufacturin g towns, of which 
there are a great number in France, there 
are playhouſes eſtabliſhed. The ſame thing 
takes place in moſt of the frontier towns, 
and. wherever there is a garriſon of two or 
three regiments. 


There are companies of French come- 
dians alſo at the northern courts, in all the 
large towns of Germany, and at ſome of 
the courts in Italy. All of theſe are aca- 
demies which educate actors for the Paris 
* pro 
In genteel comedy particularly, I ima- 
gine the French actors excel ours. They 
have in general more the appearance of 
people of faſhion. 


There is not ſuch. a difference between 
the manners and behaviour of the people 
of the firſt rank, and thoſe of the middle 
and lower ranks, in France as in England. : 


6114 : Players 


MANNERS IN: FRANCE; Sc. r45 


Players therefore; who wiſh to catch- the 
manners of people of high rank and faſhion, 
do not undertake ſo great a taſk in the one 
eountry as in the other. 


You very ſeldom meet with an Engliſh 
ſervant who could paſs for a man of quality 
or faſhion; and accordingly very few people 

who have been in that fituation ever ap- 
pear on the Engliſh ſtage: But there are 
many. valets de place in Paris ſo very polite, 
fo completely poſſeſſed of all the little eti- 
quettes, faſhionable phraſes, and uſual airs 
of the beau monde, that if they were ſet off by 
the ornaments of dreſs and equipage, they 
would paſs in many of the courts of Eu- 
rope for men of faſhion; tres polis, bien 
aimables, — tout-àA-fait comme 11 faut, et 
avec infiniment d'eſprit; and could be de- 
tected only at the court of France, or by 
ſuch foreigners as have had opportunities 
of obſerving, and penetration to diſtinguiſh, 
the genuine Laſe, and natural politeneſs 
—_— ; - which 
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which ee en the ne * rank i in 
a n act 551 sg! 


In the character of a lively, petulant, 


genteel petit maitre of faſhion, Molle excels 
ally ackor in n nohigr M 1. 


11 1 5 * 2 0 
9 * „11 114 J 


The Ane of the F 2 zin gen- 
teel comedy is ſtill more evident with re- 
gard to the actreſſes. Very few Engliſh 
actreſſes have appeared equal to the, parts 
of Lady Betty Modiſh, in The Carelefs 
Huſband, or of Millamant, in The Way of 
the World. Groſs abſurdity, extravagant 
folly and affectation are eaſily imitated; 
but the elegant coquetry, the lively, play- 
ful, agreeable affectation of theſe two finely 
imagined characters, require greater powers. 
imagine, however, from the execution I 
have obſerved in ſimilar parts, that there are 
ſeveral actreſſes on the French ſtage at preſent 
who cbuld do them ample juſtice. _— 
Mrs. Barry and Mrs. Abington nor no 
2 8 1 6 agcrreſs 
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ackreſs in England who could give an ade- 
quate idea of all that Congreve meant a 
Millamant. 


It is remarkable, that the latter alſo ex- 
cels in a character the moſt perfectly oppo- 
ne to this, that of an ill taught, aukward, 
country girl. Perhaps there is no ſuch 
young lady in France as Congreve's Miſs 
Prue; but if there were many ſuch origi- 

nals, no actreſs in hat kingdom could give 
"A copy n more exquiſite than Mrs. nn 8. 


3 loan Kd the 23 are delightful. 
1 can form no notion of any thing Juperior 
to Sweats in many * his parts. 


N 4 
Fl 


6. The little French operas which are given 
at the Comedie Italienne are executed in a 

much more | agreeable manner than any 
thing of the ſame kind at London. Their 
balets alſo are more beautiful: There is 
a K and legerete in their manner 


— 


I. 2 of 
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-of repreſenting theſe little apt pieces, 
which make our ſingers and dancers ap- 


pear ſomewhat aukward and chanſy'i in the 
com pariſon, 


05 Ad for the Italian pieces, they are row 
performed only thrice a week, and the 
French ſeem to have loſt in a great mea- 
| ſure their reliſh for them. Carlin, the ce- 
lebrated Harlequin, is the only ſupport of 
theſe pieces. You are acquainted with the 
wonderful naivete and comic powers of 
this man, which make us forget the extra- 
vagance of the Italian drama, and which 
can ereate objects of unbounded mirth, 
from a chaos of the moſt incoherent and 
abſurd materials. 


All en few re, a ai man- 
ner, a good voice, a ſtrong memory, an ac- 
"curate judgment, are all required in a play- 
er: Senſibility, and the power of expreſſ- 
ing the emotions of the heart by the voice 


L i 
4 and 


& 
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and features, are indiſpenſable. It ſeems 
therefore unreaſonable, not to conſider that 
profeſſion as creditable, in which we ex- 
pect ſo many qualities united; while many 
others are thought reſpectable, in which 


we. daily ſee people arrive at eminence | 


without dommmon. _ 7 


This einen is ill ſtronger in France 
than in England. In a company where 
Monſ. le Kain was, mention happened to 
be made, chat the King of France had juſt 
granted a penſion to a certain ſuperannuated 


actor. An officer preſent, fixing his eyes 
on Le Kain, expreſſed his indignation at fo 
much being beſtowed on a raſcally player, 


while he himſelf had got nothing. Eh, 


Monſieur ! retorted the actor, comptez-voug 


pour rien la liberte de me parler ainſi t 


S 
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it Was not in my power to write to you. 


ed, by the flothful demon of procraſtina- 


_—— 


tion, into the laſt buſtling week, and exe- 
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| | 5 Geneva, 
Found myſelf ſo much hurried during 
the laſt week of my ſtay at Paris, that 


Ten thouſand little affairs, wich might 
have been arranged much better, and per- 
formed with more eaſe, had they been 
tranſacted as they occurred, were all crowd | 


cuted in an imperfect manner. 


I have often admired, without being able 
perfectly to imitate, thoſe who have the 
happy talent of inne buſineſs with 
amuſement. Ag 


Pleaſure 
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Pleaſure and buſineſs contraſt and give 
a reliſh to each other, like day and night, 
the conſtant viciſſitudes of which are far 
more delightful than an uninterrupted half 
year of either would be. 


| To paſs life in the moſt agreeable man- 
ner, one ought not to be ſo much a man of 


| Pleaſure as to poſtpone any neceſſary buſi- 


neſs; nor ſo much a man of buſineſs as to 
deſpiſe elegant amuſement, A proper mix- 
ture of both forms a more infallible ſpeci- 
fic againſt tedium and fatigue, than a con- 
ſtant regimen of the moſt pleaſant of the 
two, 


As ſoon 48 I found the D. 8 


” 


diſpoſed to leave Paris, I made the neceſſary 


arrangements for our departure, and a few 
days after we began our journey. 


Paſſing through Dijon, Chalons, Macon, 
and a country delightful to behold, but 
| 1 tedious 
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tedious to deſcribe, we arrived on'the fourth 
day at ee | 2 to aig Gai i. 


After Paris, Lyons is the moſt magnifi- 
cent town in France, enlivened by in- 
duſtry, enriched by commerce, beautified 


by wealth, and by its ſituation, in the mid- 


dle of a fertile country, and at the conflu- 
ence of the Saone and the Rhone. The 
numbers of inhabitants are eſtimated at 
200,000... The theatre is accounted the 
ſineſt in France, and all the luxuries in 


Paris are to be found at Lyons, though not 


in equal perfection. | . 


The manners and converſation of mer- 
chants and manufacturers have been gene- 
rally conſidered as peculiar to themſelves. 


It is very certain that there is a ſtriking 
difference in theſe particulars between the 


2 
— WES 
25 


inhabitants of all the manufacturing and 


commercial towns of Britain, and thoſe of 
Weſtminſter. I could not remark the ſame 
difference 
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difference between the manners and addreſs 
of the people of Lyons and the courtiers of 
Verſailles itſelf. 


There appeared to me a wonderful ſimi- 
litude between the two. It is probable, 
however, that a Frenchman would perceive 
a difference where I could not. A foreigner 
does not obſerve the different accents in 
which an Engliſhman, a Scotchman, and 
an Iriſhman ſpeak Engliſh ; neither per- 
haps does he obſerve any difference between 
the manners and addreſs of the inhabitants 
of Briſtol, and thoſe of Groſvenor-ſ{quare, 
though all theſe are ain to a native of 
TO 


e a ſhort ſtay at Lyons, we pro- 
ceeded to Geneva, and here we have re- 
mained theſe three weeks, without feeling 
the ſmalleſt inclination to ſhift the ſcene. 
That I ſhould wiſh to remain here is no 
way ON" but it was hardly to be 

| expected 
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expected that the D of = would 
have been of the ſame mind. Fortunately, 
however, this is the caſe. I know no 
place on the continent to which we could 
go with any probability of gaining by the 
change: The opportunities of improvement 
here are many, the amuſements are few 
in number, and of a moderate kind: The 
hours glide along very ſmoothly, and 
though they are not always quickened by 
pleaſure, they are unretarded by languor, 
and unruffled by remorſe. _ 


7 9 


2h for myſelf, I have been fo very often 
and fo miſerably diſappointed in my hopes 
of happineſs by change, that I ſhall not, 
without ſome powerful motive, incline to 
forego my preſent ſtate of content, for the 
change of more exquiſite enjoyments in a 
| . N or , 


1 have at W learnt Te my own ex- 
petience (for net one in twenty profits by 
a He the 


— 
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the experietice of others), that one great 
ſource of vexation proceeds from our in- 
dulging too ſanguine hopes of enjoyment 
from the bleſſings we expect, and too much 
indifference for thoſe we poſfeſs. We 
corn a thoufand ſources of ſatisfaction 
which we might have had in the interim, 
and permit our comfort to be diſturbed, 
and our time to paſs unenjoyed, from im- 
patience for ſome imagined pleaſure at a 
diſtance, which we may perhaps never ob- 
tain, or which, when obtained, may change 
its nature, and be no longer pleaſure. 
Young ſays, 


The preſent moment, like a wife, we ſhun, 
And ne'er enjoy, becauſe it is our own. 


The devil thus cheats men both out of 
the enjoyment of this life and of that which 
is to come, making us in the firſt place 
prefer the pleaſures of this life to thoſe of 
a future tate, and then continually prefer 


(RES Fl ak = to 


future 
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future pleaſures in this life to theſe which 


are preſent. 


*. 


The ſum of all theſe apophthegms 
amounts to this: We ſhall certainly remain 


at Geneva till we become more tired of it 


than at preſent. 
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"LETILL 0 


HE ſituation of Geneva is in many re- 
ſpects as happy as the heart of man 
could deſire, or his imagination conceive. 
The Rhone, ruſhing out of the nobleſt lake 
in Europe, flows through the middle of the 
city, which is encircled by fertile fields, cul- 


| Livated by the induſtry, and adorned by the 
riches and taſte of the inhabitants, | 


The long ridge of mountains called 
Mount Jura on the one fide, with the Alps, 
the Glaciers of Savoy, and the ſnowy 'head 
of Mont Blanc on the other, ſerve as boun- 
daries to the moſt charmingly variegated 
landſcape that ever delighted the eye. 


With 
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With theſe advantages in point of ſitua- 
tion, the citizens of Geneva enjoy freedom 
untainted by licentiouſnels, and ſecurity 
unbought by the horrors of war, 

461.4 46.4 1:00 -6 | 
The great number of men of letters, 
who either are natives of the place, or have 
_choſen it for their. reſidence, the decent 


% #u- 72s. 


manners, the ea y circumſtances, and Ku- 


CK | 


mane diſpolitions 0 of the. gonna; in gene- 


ral, render this city and its ENVITONS-A very 


1200 410 


deſirable retreat for people of? a philofophic 
turn of mind, who are contented with mo- 


derate and calm enjoyments, have no local 
attachments or domeſtic reaſons for. Pre- 
ferring another country, and who wiſh in 
a cextain degree to retire: fram the buſtle 
of the world to a narrower and - calmer 


| * and there for the reſt of: their days— 


. Ducere folicirz jucunda oblivia vitæ. 


4 Eauritiön here is s equally cheap _ 
Aber; the citizens of Geneva of both ſexes 
are 


MANNERS IN FRANCE, &c. 15 


are remarkably well,inſuQted.. I. do not 
imagine that any country in the world can 
produce an equal number of perſons (taken 
without election from alli degrees and pro- 
feſſions) with minds ſo much cultivated as 
the inhabitants of Geneva poſſeſs. 
21 ll alas lr at i nat Hom 
It is not uneommon to find mechanics 
in the intervals of their; labour amuſing 
_.themſelves with the works of Locke, Mon- 
teſquieu, Newton, and ee Pa 
of the Do oc | 
FD 5! 86841 bene equa} 
When! 1 Ree of ET chcapmeſe of a l- 
beral education, I mean for the natives and 
-eitizens only; for ſtrangers now ſind every 
ching dear at Geneva. Wherever Engliſh- 
men reſort, this is the caſe. If they do not 
pf things pars: W bon make them ſo. 


17 
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The ee ratire” .of their go- 
vernment inſpires every citizen, with an 
* of bie on ee He perceives 

| 8 
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that no man in the republic can inſult, or 
even neglect him, with impunity. 
| b It is an exchllont q eue in any 
government, when the moſt powerful man 
in the ſtate has ſomething to fear from the 

moſt feeble. This is the caſe here: The | 
meaneſt citizen of Geneva is poſſeſſed of 
certain rights, which render him an object 
deſerving the attention of the greateſt. Be- 

ſides, a conſciouſneſs of this makes him re- 
ſpect himſelf; a ſentiment, which, within 

proper bounds, has a tendency to render a 
man \relpeQuble to others: x | 

The general character of human nature 
forbids us to expect that men will always 
act from motives of public ſpirit, without 
an eye to private intereſt, The beſt form 
of government, therefore, is that i in which 
the intereſt of individuals i is moſt intimate - 
ly blended with the public good. —This 

'1 way be more perfectly accompliſhed. in a 

ſmall 
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ſmall republic than in a great monarchy.— 
In the firſt, men of genius and virtue are 
diſcovered and called to offices of truſt by 
the impartial admiration of their fellow- 
citizens—in the other, the higheſt places 
are diſpoſed of by the caprice of the prince, 
or of his miſtreſs, or of thoſe courtiers, 
male or female; who are neareſt his perſon, 
watch the variations of his humour, and 
know how to ſeize the ſmiling moments, 
and turn them to their own advantage Or 
that of their dependents. Monteſquieu 
ſays, that a ſenſe of honour produces the 
ſame effects in a monarchy, that public ſpi- 
rit or patriotiſm does in a republic: It muſt 
be remembered, however, that the firſt, ac- 
cording to the modern acceptation of the 
word, 18 generally confined to the nobility 
and gentry ; whereas public ſpirit is a more 
univerſal principle, and ſpreads through all 
the members of the commonwealth. 
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As far as I can judge, a ſpirit of inde- 
pendency and freedom, tempered by ſenti- 
ments of decency and the love of order, in- 
fluence, in a moſt remarkable. manner, the 
Winds of the ſubjeQs of this mn u. 
publie. 9 
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| Before I knew * 1 had formed an 
opinion, chat the people of this place were 
fanatical, gloomy- minded. and unſociable, 
as the puritans 1n England, and the preſby- 
terians in Scotland were, during the civil 
wars, and the reigns of Charles II. and his 


brother. In this, however, I find I had 


conceived a very erroneous notion. 


There is not, I may venture to aſſert, a 
eity ! in Europe where the minds of the 


people are leſs under the inffuence of ſuper- 


flition or fanatical enthuſiaſm than at Ge- 
fieva.” 355 Servetus, were he now alive, would 
not run the ſmalleſt "riſk of perſecution. 
The preſent clergy have, Jam perſuaded, 


; 48 | 
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as little the inclination as the power of mo- 
leſting any perſon for ſpeculative opinions! | 
Should the Pope himſelf chuſe this city 
for 4 retreat, it would be his own fault if 


he did not live in as much ſecurity as at the 
Vatican. Ala 


The clergy of Geneva in general a are men 
of ſenſe, learning, and moderation, impreſ- 


ſing upon the minds of their hearers the 
tenets of Chriſtianity wi 


of pulpit eloquence, 3 


all the graces 
d illuſtrating. the 
efficacy of the doQrine by their conduct 
in life. 


| The people of at ſtation in this . 
attend ſermons and the public worſhip with 
remarkable punctuality. The Sunday Is 
honoured with - the moſt reſpectful deco- 
rum during the hours of divine ſervice; but 
as ſoon as that is over, all the uſp! amuſe; 
vents commence. F THO 10 ara 


SUk” M 2 The 
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The public walks are crowded by all de- 
grees of people in their beſt dreſſes. The 
different ſocieties, and what they call circles, 
aſſemble in the houſes and gardens of indi- 
viduals.— They play at cards and at bowls, 
and have Parties upon the lake with 
muſic. LIE 


There is one cuſtom univerſal here, and, 
. as far as I know, peculiar to this place: 
| The parents form ſocieties for their chil- 
dren at a very early period of their lives. 
Theſe ſocieties conſiſt of ten, a dozen, or 
more children of the ſame ſex, and nearly 
of the ſame age and ſituation in life. They 
aſſemble onee a week in the houſes of the 
different parents, who entertain the com- 
{pany by turns with tea, coffee, biſcuits and 
fruit; and then leave the young aſſembly 
to the freedom of their own comwecfuiem, 
: 83891» 713GHOA SI0£ 155111 ls 1115 
his Se Rn is „ GiiQly, 5 up 
chtough life vchatever alterations may take 
bft A NM. Place 
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Place in the ſituations or cireumſtances of 
dbe individuals. And although they. ſhould 
afterwards form new or preferable intima- 
cies, they never entirely akandon. this fo- 
ciety; but to the lateſt period of their lives 
continue to paſs a few evenings every year 
with the companions of their youth and 
their earlieſt friends. 


The richer claſs of the citizens have 
country-houſes adjacent to the town, where 
they paſs one half of the year. Theſe houſes 
are all of them neat, and ſome of them 
ſplendid. One piece of maguificence they 
poſſeſs in greater perfection than the moſt 
ſuperb villa of the greateſt lord in any 
other part of the world can boaſt,” I mean 
the proſpect which almoſt all of them 
command. — The gardens and vineyards of 
there public ;—the Pais de Vaux; Geneva 
with its lake; —innumerable country- ſeats; 
caſtles, and little towns around the lake; 
„n my moun- 
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mountains of the nne al” within one 
ae 9 the Oy” FI A SOURS, aFOG 
© Thoſe whoſe: fortunes or employments 
do not permit them to paſs the ſummer in 
the country, make frequent parties of plea- 
ſure upon. the lake, and dine and ſpend the 
evening at ſome of the villages in the en- 
virons, where they amuſe themſelves with 
mulic and dancing. 
Sometimes they form themſelves into 
circles conſiſting of forty or fifty perſons, | 
and purchaſe or hire a houſe and garden 


near the town, where they aſſemble every 


afternoon during the ſummer, drink coffee, 


lemonade, and other refreſhing liquors; 


and amuſe themſelves with cards, conver- 
lation and playing at bowls; a game very 


Gferent'from'that which goes by the ſame 


name in England; for here, inſtead of 


a ſmodth level green, they often chuſe 
the rougheſt and moſt unequal piece of 
or 3 4 bagel. ground. 
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ground. The player, inſtead of rolling the 
bowl, throws it in ſuch a manner, that it 
reſts in the place where it firſt touches the 
ground; and if that be a fortunate ſituation, 
the next player pitches his bowl directly on 
his adverſary's, ſo as to make that ſpring 
away, while his own fixes itſelf in the ſpot 
from which the other has been diſlodged.- — 


Some of the citizens are aſtoniſhingly dex- 
terous at this game, which is more com- 
plicated and intereſting than the Engliſh 
manner of playing. 

They . inne theſe ccles i 
Ce on ho commas call ha, to the 
town; and at that time the gates are ſhut, 
after. which no perſon can egter or go out, 
the officer of the guard not; having the 
power to PPES. hem. het an order 
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4 | "HE. mildneſs of the climate, the 
ſublime beauties of the country, and 
the agreeable manners of the inhabitants, 
are not, in my opinion, the greateſt a attrac- 


tions of this place. 


got PIR ſame bill, in the ad, 
hace of Geneva, three Engliſh families 
at preſent reſide, whoſe ay Wale render 
enn agreeable. e rn 


The houſe of Mr. N— 
hoſpitality, 00 humour, and er 


n 9115 yoo rh: #38 14 I'P Ws is 


4 


3 -Nearto him "IG your acquaintance Mr, 


U——., He perfectly anſwers your de- 
ſcription, lively, ſenfitle, and obliging; 


ms 1 4 and, 


is a temple of 
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and, I imagine, happier than ever you 
ſaw him, having ſince that time drawn 3 
great prize in the matrimonial lottery. 


Their gg neighbours are the family 
pf . 1. This gentleman, his lady 
and children, form one of the moſt pleaſibg 
pictures of domeſtic felicity I ever beheld. 
He himſelf is a man of refined taſte, a be⸗ 
pevolent mind, and elegant manners. | | WO 


Theſe three families, who live 4 in the 
greateſt cordiality with the citizens of 'Ge: 
neva; their own countrymen, and one 
another, render the hill of Cologny the 
moſt delightful place perhaps at this mo- 
ment in the world, 

The Evigtith — Ws reſide ini 
the town, often reſort _— and mix 


with —_ bo the elt J 9 
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I am told, chat our young countrymen 
nexer were on ſo friendly and ſociable a foot- 
ing with the citizens of this republic as at 
preſent, owing in a great degree to the con- 
ciliatory manners of theſe three families, 
and to he great popularity of an Engliſh 
nobleman, who. has lived with his lady and 
ſon i in this ſtate for ſeveral years. 


* formerly mentioned, that al what live 
in town, muſt return from their viſits in | 
the country at ſun-ſ{et; otherwiſe they are | 
certain of being ſhut. out ;—the Genevois | 
being wonderfully. jealous of the external, 
as well as the internal enemies of their in - 
dependency. .. This jealouſy has been'tranſ- 
mitted from one generation to another, 
ever ſince the attempt made by the Duke 
of Savoy, in the oo 1602, to ſeize N 
nen“ Seemann Sei de . 
Lag; [00010 Ya £6. 86-2902 9 

He CE, an armyi; in * middle af 

en night, in the time of peace, to the 
gates, 


i 
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gates, applied ſcaling: ladders to the ram- 
Parts and walls, and having ſurpriſed the 
centinels, ſeveral hundreds of the Sa- 
voyard ſoldiers had actually got into the 
town, and the reſt were following, when 
they were at length diſcovered by a en d 
who gave. the. alarm. ; 


- - 


The 3 ſtarted from their ſleep, 
ſeized the readieſt arms they could find, 
attacked the aſſailants with ſpirit and | 
energy, killed numbers in the ſtreet, drove 
others out. of the gate, or. tumbled them 
over the ramparts, and the few who 
were taken priſoners, they beheaded next 
morning, without further proceſs or cere- 
mony. LIENS 

The Genevois annually diſtinguiſh the 
day on which this memorable exploit, was 
performed, as a day of public chankſ⸗ 
giving and e 346 16 enim 51 
. 2117 0 ne 10 2 C11} 907 Af BRL NR 

891838 
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It is called le jour de l Eſcalade. There is 
divine worſhip in all the churches. 
The clergymen, on this occaſion, afher 
ſermon, recapitulate all the circumſtances 
of this intereſting event; put the audience 

in mind of the gratitude they owe to Di- 

ö vine Providence, and to the valour of their 
anceſtors, which ſaved them in ſo remark- 
able a manner from civil and religious 

| bondage; enumerate the peculiar bleſſings 
which they enjoy, and exhort them, i in the 
moſt pathetic ſtrain, to watch over their 
liberties, remain ſteady in their religion, 
and tranſmit theſe, and all their other ad- 
Fantages, unimpaired to their Potteriey 


The evening of the jour de VEſcalade is 
Ant in viſiting, feaſting, dancing, and all 
Finds of divetſions; for the Genevois ſel- 
dom venture on great feſtivity, till they 
have previouſſy performed their religious 


duties In this, obſerving the maxim 
22 | of 
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The State keeps in pay a garriſon. of 
ſix hundred mercenaries, who mount 
_ guard and do duty every day. But they 
do not truſt the ſafety of the republic, to 
theſe alone. All citizens of Geneva are 

| ſoldiers. They are exerciſed ſeveral hours, 
daily, for two months, every ſummer ; 15 
during which time they wear their uni- 
forms, and at the end of that period are 
Nes by the Anden, 15 
1 they receive no pay, and as the offi 
cers are their fellow-citizens, it cannot be 
imagined that theſe troops will perform the 
manual exerciſe and military evolutions, 
with the exactneſs of ſoldiers who have 1 no 
other occupation, and who are under all 
the rigour of military diſcipline. 
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©: Nevertheleſs" they make à very reſpect- 
able figure in the eyes even of diſintereſted 
ſpectators; who are, however, but few in 


number, the greater part eonſiſting of their 


own parents, wives, and children. 80, I 


dare ſwear, there are no troops in the 


world, who, at a review, are beheld 
with more - approbation than thoſe of 
Geneva. | | 


Even a ſtranger of a moderate ſhare of 
ſenſibility, who recollects the connection 
between the troops and the beholders, who 
obſerves the anxiety, the tenderneſs, the 


exultation, and various movements of the 


heart, which appear in the countenances of 
the ſpectators, will find it difficult to re- 


main unconcerned:— But ſympathiſing 


with all around him, he will naturally 


yield to the pleaſing emotions, and at 


length behold the militia of Geneva with 


the eyes of a citizen of the republic. 


* 


Gene va, 
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Sene va, like all free ſtates, is expoſed to 
party- rage, and the public harmony is fre- 
quently interrupted by political ſquabbles. 
Without entering into a detail of the par- 
ticular diſputes which agitate them at pre» 
ſent, I ſhall tell you in general, that one 
part of the citizens are accuſed of a deſign 
of throwing all the power into the hands 
of a few families, and of eſtabliſhing a 


complete ariſtocracy. The other oppoſes 
every meaſure which is ſuppoſed to have 
that tendency, and by their adverſaries * 
accuſed of ſeditious deſigns. 

It is difficult for ſtrangers who reſide 
here any conſiderable time, to obſerve..a 
ſtrict neutrality. The Engliſh in particu- 
lar are exceedingly: diſpoſed to take part. 
with one ſide or other; and as the govern- 
ment has not hitherto attempted to bribe 


71 


them, they generally attach Lend to 
the oppoſitio n. 


111 


„ Walking 


ral philoſophy, unites the moſt paſſionate 
_ zeal. for civil liberty, we paſſed near che 
garden, in which one of thoſe circles whicti 
ſupport the pretenſions of the magiſtracy 
aſſemble. I propoſed joining them. No, 
faid my Lord, with indignation ; I will 
not go for a moment into ſuch a ſociety: 
I conſider theſe men as the enemies of theit 
country, and that place as a focus for con- 
fuming freedom. | 


Among the citizens themſelves, political 
altercations are carried on with great fire 
and ſpirit. A very worthy old gentleman, in 
whoſe houſe I have been often entertained 
with great hoſpitality, declaiming warmly 
againſt certain meaſures of the council, 
afferted, that all thoſe who had promoted 
them deſerved death; and if it depended 
on him, they ſhould all be hanged, with- 
out loſs of time. His brother, who was 
Dee 1 1 in 


o 
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in that predicament. interrupted kit; und 
ſaid, with a tone of voice which ſeemed 
to beg for mercy, Good God! brother! 
ſurely you would not puſh your reſentment 
ſo far: you would not actually hang them? 
Oui aſſurement, replied the patriot, with 
a determined countenance, et vous, mon 
tres cher frere, vous ſeriez le premier pendu 
_ Pow. montrer mon impartialité. 
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5 "continued in a profound x peace, and 

there i is no great probability of its being 
ſoon engaged in bloody conflict, yet the 
eitirens of Geneva are not the leſs fond of 
the pomp of war. 


This appears in what they call their mi- 
litary feaſts, which are their moſt favourite 
amuſements, and which they take every 
— of enjoying. 


. preſent lately at a very grand en- 
tertainment of this kind, which was given 
by the King of the Arquebuſiers upon his 
acceſſion to the ny N 95 iſs 852. 801 
311 b 8 1 This 
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This envied rank is neither tranſmitted | 
by hereditary right, nor obtained by elec- 
tion ; but gained by ſkill and real merit. 

A war with this ſtate, like the war of 
Troy, muſt neceſſarily conſiſt of a ſiege. 
The ſkilful uſe of the cannon and arquebuſe 
is therefore thought to be of the greateſt 
importance. During ſeveral months every 
year, a conſiderable number of the citizens 
are almoſt conſtantly employed in firing at 
a mark, which is placed at a proper diſ- 
tance. e 


Any citizen has a right, at a ſmall ex- 
pence, to make trial of his {kill in this 
way; and after a due number of trials, 
the moſt. expert markſman is declared 
King. | 
There has not been a coronation of this 
kind theſe ten years, his late Majeſty hav- 
ing kept peaceable poſſeſſion of the throne 
iT 1 during 
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41 
ing chat period. But bis Amer, 


Mr. Moſes Maudrier was found to excel in 
ſkill every competitor and eas fr fl "rs 
the throne by the, unanimous voice of the 
mans e r e e TE nent 


* 
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al He was attended to his own houſe from 
the field of conteſt by the Syndics, amidſt 
the acclamations of the people. Some time 
after this, on the day of his feaft, a camp 
was formed on a Plain, without the gates 
e e 


Here the whole forces of the republic, 
both horſe and foot, were aſſembled, and 
divided into two diſtin armies. They 
were to perform a battle in honour of his 
Mazeſty, all the combatants having previ: 
ouſly ſtudied theit parts. 


Thaw: ey Che err mids drama had 
been compoſed *. one of the reverend 


il | Re 1 | ' miniſters, 


* 
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miniſters, who i is ſaid to poſſeſs a very ex- 
tenſive military genius. 718 Hy. 


That the ladies and people of diſtinc- 
tion, who were not to be actually engaged, 
5 might view the action with the greater eaſe 
and lafety, a large amphitheatre of ſeats was 


prepared for them, at a convenient diſtance 
from the field of battle. 


Every lt being in Kail the Spa- 
dics, the Council, ſtrangers of diſtinction, 
and the relations and favourites of the King, 
aſſembled at his Majeſty's. palace, which is 

a little ſnug houſe, ſituated j in a narrow lane 
| in the lower part of the city. From che 


int &+ 


palace, the proceſſion ſet out 1 in the follow 
ing order: 


SAW; 
2 


His Majeſty walked Left, Tupported | by 


Vs 21 T 
the two oldeſt Syndics, 8 0 
D IO 7 OSLOqGQUIOL A3JC 


inne N 3 In 


— — 1 R EIT — — n "IE — = 3 = * p E \ 
— — 3 8 9 — — 2 —_— — Io. IE 2 — — . * — — — w oY 
. 992 6 — = — — * - - — $, — n — — 2 — - hem Ge erems—< —_ - pa 
Ip — —— 5 I 2 Pane”: — 2 r = 5 Ge ng — ——— — — 
2 ow 0 = — = —ñ— _ — — * —  ———_—— 
1 - 5 
r 1 age EP — r - 2 — — — — 2 — 5*rr — — | — - — — Ras — — 
feos" ga py "ing DO nb — , 2 — — r A 
— — — = 
— 


- 2 * 23 
e n 1 — 8 
PA — 
- : * ES 
— - 


__ 
B | X ” | 0 
i 5 oy mY __ 1 _ = — 1 — W--,  xxzv_ _ — . 
— r — — Rage . —— r 
+ — e—g = 2 "= — - — — > 2 2 — 

NECES coin? Cats — S 2 — 
; 5 —— — 2 ˙——— 4 — ——— - —— 
. 4 s v2 op = 4 n — — 
— « * — — In era < _ — 


R 
= 8 


wes 


— — 2 rage” po HI, "on 23 hn — - 
= — . — ak 2 2 — ——— — . — —ů — — 
—— cre Sg AIG — wit — 0 — WR 1 — — 


182 VIEW Or SOCIETY AND 


In the next rank was the Das: of H=, 
WA the” | og $412 239 G D102. B. SDK 


1 


After theſe, walked Lord See, the 


Prince Gallitzen, Mr. CI — ve, ſon to Lord 


Cl—ye; Mr. Gr—lle, fon to the late Mi- 
niſter; Mr. St. L-—;, and many. other 
Engliſh gentlemen, who had been invited 
to the feaſt. |; 23 304 


— 
= 


Next to them came the Council of t twen- 
ty-five; and the proceſſion was cloſed by the 
N s particular friends and relations. 


10 this order they abrehal EIT "8 
city, preceded by a band of muſic, who 
played, as you may believe, the moſt 
martial tunes * poſſibly could thiok 
of. 

When this company came to the field 
where the troops were drawn up, they 
were 


\ * 
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were ſaluted by the officers; and having 
made a complete circuit of both arnfies, 


the King and all his attendants took their 
ſeats at the amphitheatre, which had Wen 
eme for that purpoſe. A 

9 0 


The impatience of ihe troops | had been 


very viſible for ſome time. When the 


King was ſeated, their ardour could be no 
longer reſtrained. They called loudly to 
their officers; to lead them to glory. 
The ſignal was given. —They advanced to 
the attack in the moſt undaunted mans 
ner. Conſcious that they fought under | 
the eyes of their King, the Syndics, of 

their wives, children, mothers -and 'grand- 
mothers, they diſdained the thoughts of 
retreat. They ſtood undiſturbed by 
the thickeſt fire. They ſmiled at the 


roaring of the cannon, and like the horſe 


in Job, they cried —_— the trumpeèts, 
ha, het: Nei dd seni Sit 51200 
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taken care to diverſity it with ſeveral, en- 


tertaining n W bit H: ohn 


An ——— was Placed by one of the 
armies, behind ſome trees, to ſurpriſe the 


enemy This ſucceeded to a miracle, 


although the ambuſcade was poſted in the 
Gght of both armies, and all the ſpedta- 


tors. 


A convoy with 8 advaneing 
towards one of the armies, was attacked 
by a detachment from the other; and after 
a ſmart ſkirmiſh, one half of the waggons 
were carried away by the affailants :—The 
other remained with the troops for whom 
they dae to have been me in- 
tende. l 


. 
. 


A ee en Was. | briſkly. attacked, 
and as reſolutely defended ; but at length 
was trod to pieces by both armies; for, in 
the Fury of the fight, the | combatants for- 
DIV: got 
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got whether this poor bridge was their 
friend or their foe. By what means jit got 
into the midſt of the battle, I never could 
conceive z ; for there was neither river, 
brook, not ditch 1 in the whole field. 


The MS on boch hides 3 
E ae was difficult to determine 
which of the generals diſtinguiſhed him» 
ſelf moſt. They were both dreſſed in 
clothes exuberantly covered with lace:; 

: for the ſumptuary laws were ſuſpended for 
this day, that the battle might; be as 100 
nificent as n. 6 
408 neatier of cheſs gs nden 
would conſent to the being defeated, che 
reverend author of the engagement could 
not make the cataſtrophe ſo deciſive and 
r as he intended. 
; While v li, with e wings, 
hovered over both armies, a meſfenger ar- 
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ſhook hands, and were friends. 
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rived from the town-hall with intelligence 


| that dinner was ready. This news quickly 


ſpread among the combatants, and had an 
effect ſimilar toꝛthat which the Sabine wo- 
men produced when théy ruſhed between 


their raviſhers and their relations.— The 


warriors of Geneva relented at once; nd 
both armies f 
the contemplation of that which they both 
loved. They threw down their arms, 


Thus ended the battle. don't know 
how it will affect you; but it has fatigued 


me ſo completely, that I have loſt all appe- 
tite for the feaſt, which muſt e, be 
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Tas ſame company which had attended 

the King to the field of battle, marched 
with him in proceſſion from that to the | 
Maiſon de Ville, where a ſumptuous e enter- 
tainment was W 


; « 2» 2 
We + ad we'd + 3 a 28 
þ 


This was exactly the reverſe of a fete 
champetre, being held in the town-houſe, 
and in the middle of the. ſtreets adjacent; ; 

where tables were covered, and dinner pro- 
vided, for ſeveral hundreds of the officers 
and ſoldiers. 


The 45 No the Syndics, moſt of hs 
members. of. the Council, and all the ſtran- 
gers, dined 1 in the town-hall, The other 

3 rooms, 


188 VIEW OF SOCIETY AND | 


rooms,” a8 well as the outer court, were 
| likewiſe full of company. 


There was much greater havoc at din- 
ner than had been at the battle, and the en- 
tertainment in other reſpects was nearly at as 


war like, 


+ a » 


{OY 3 was as placed 3 in the middle 
of the hall, upon which a martial flouriſh 
was performed at every roaſt, This was 
immediately anſwered by the drums and 
trumpets without the hall, and the cannon. 
of the baſtion, 


{ 


Prof perity to the republic, is a favourite 
toaſt When chis was announced by the 
firſt Syndic, all the, company ſtood up with 
their ſwords drawn 1 in one hand, and Foes 
filled with wine in the other. 


N Kant the toaſt, they claſhed hole 
ſwords, a, ceremony always performed in 
eyery Arcle or club where there is a pub- 


"© 
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2 lic dinner, as often as this particular toaſt 
is named. ——lt is an old cuſtom, and i im- 


plies that every man 18 ready to fight i in 
defence of the republic, 


After we had been About two hours at 
table, a new ceremony took place, which I 
expected as little in the middle of a feaſt. 
An hundred grenadiers, with their ſwords 
drawn, marched with great ſolemnity into 
the middle of the hall, for the tables being 
placed in the form of a horſe- ſhoe, there 


was vacant ſpace in the middle ſufficient to 
admit . 


They deſired permiſſion to give a toaſt : 
This being granted, each of the grenadiers, 
by a well-timed movement, like a motion 
in the exerciſe, pulled from his pocket a 
large water-glaſs, which being immediately 
filled with wine, one of the ſoldiers, in the 
name of all, drank a health to King Moſes 
wk firſt, © His wha ay was n his 
due + u dul * 
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companions and all the company, and was 
inſtantly hogoured by the ſound of the 
drums, trumpets, and artillery. 
When the grenadiers had drank this, 
1 5 a toaſt or two more, they wheeled 
about, and marched out of the hall with 
the ſame ſolemnity with which they had 
entered, reſuming their Places at the tables 
in the ſtreet. 
Soon after this a man fantaſtically dreſſed 
entered the hall, and diſtributed among the 
company ſome printed ſheets which ſeemed 
to have come directly from the 1980 Te 


This ——_— to be a ſong made fat the 
=" replete with  gaiety, wit, and 
| good ſenſe, pointing out, in a humorous 
| rain, the advantages which the citizens of 
Geneva poſſeſſed, and exhorting them to un: 
animity, induſtry, and public ſpitit.— This 
ditty was ſung by the man who brought it, 
81. : 2 545 | while 
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why * the PR nen inthe 
chorus ae ih td tow Wk hl ler 
449) 17548 SI 643 11410445 nne 

| When we 2 from the town-hall, 
we found the ſoldiers intermingled with 
their officers, {till ſeated at the tables in 
the ſtreets, and encircled . their wives 
and cpYgren» 1 


1 They all . ſoon after, and dividing 
into different companies repaired to the 
ramparts, the fields, and the gardens, 
where, with muſic and dancing, they con- 
tinued in high glee during the reſt of the 
evening. 


: £ 4 91 ; N 


The whole exhibition of the day, though 
no very juſt repreſentation of the manœuvres 
of war, or the elegance of a court enter- 


tainment, formed the moſt lively picture of 6 


jollity, mirth, good-humour and IRR | 
that L had ever ſeen. 
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The inhabitants of a whole city,—of 4 
whole ſtate if you pleaſe, united in one 
ſcene of good fellowſhip, like a ſingle fa- 
ys" is e no common fight ; 


| 11 this ſketch conveys one half of the 
fatisfaQtion to your mind, which the ſcene 
itſelf afforded mine, you will not think 
theſe two Jong letters tedious. 
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LETTER XXII. 

f 
| | Gar, 
PHE RE are ſome of the citizens of 
Geneva themſelves who deride the 
little military eſtabliſhment of the repub- 
lic, and declare it to be highly ridiculous 
in ſuch a feeble ſtate to preſume that they 
could defend themſelves. The very idea of 
reſiſtance againſt Savoy or France, they hold 
as A: 

> 

They ſeem to take pleaſure in mortify- 
ing their countrymen, aſſuring them, that 
in caſe of an attack, all their efforts would 
be fruitleſs, and their garriſon unable to 
ſtand a _ of ten _ 


Theſe pellets declaim 0 as: 


needleſs expence of keeping the fortifica- 
Vol. I. _ tions 


i VIEW Or SOCIETY AND 
tions in repair, and they calculate the mo- 
ney loſt, by ſo many manufacturers being 
employed in wielding uſeleſs firelocks, 
inſtead of the tools of their Te; pro- 
Felions. | 
91 ves I a member of this republic, I 
: Would have no patience with theſe diſcou- 
raging malcontents, who endeavour to de- 


' preſs the minds of their countrymen, and 


embitter a ſource A * . 0 

| 1 60 

I am convinced that Us cnreifon, mall 
as it is, aided by the zeal of the inhabitants, 
and regulated by that ſhare of diſcipline 
"which their ſituarion admits, would be Tuf- 
ficient to ſecure them from a coup-de-main, 
"or any immediate infule; and might enable 
them to defend the town from the attempts 
of any one of the neighbouring ſtates, till 


"they ſhould receive ſuccour from ſome of 
Dag agh. 10 179 .. 8}-01 
the others. Rf | 
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Independent of theſe conſideratiqns,. the 
-Famparts are moſt agreeable walks, conye- 
nient for the inhabitants, and namfau 

to the city. 

The exerciſing and reviewing the militia 
form an innocent and agreeable ſpectacle to 
the women and children, contribute to the 5 
health and amuſement of the troops them- 
ſelves, inſpire the inhabitants in general with 


_ the pleaſing ideas of ſecurity and of their 
own importance. 


_ -., Upon the whole, 1am convinced that the 
_ fortifications, and the militia of Geneva, 
produce more happineſs, in theſe various 
ways taken together, than could be pur- 
. chaſed bas all the money they colt, expended 
18 
This I; imagine i is more than can "he aid - 
in favour of the greater part of the tand 
ing armies on the continent of Europe, | 
22 1 8 whoſe / 
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whoſe numbers ſecure the deſpotiſm of the 
prince, whoſe maintenance is a moſt ſevere 


burthen upon the countries which ſupport 
them, and whoſe diſcipline, inſtead of ex- 
citing pleaſing emotions, impreſſes che mind 
with horror. FA 


5 The rnividuals who compoſe thoſe ar- 


mies are miſerable, by the tyranny exerciſed 
on them, and are themſelves the cauſe of 


miſery to their fellow-citizens by the * 
Tranny they exerciſe. 


net it wel be Gd they defend the na- 
tion from foreign enemies. — Alas, could a 


foreign conqueror occaſion more wretched- 
neſs. than ſuch defenders? When he 


-who calls himſelf my protector has ſtripped 
me of my property, and deprived me of my 
freedom, I cannot return him very cordial 
thanks; when he tells me, chat he will de- 
fend me Wein, b other tober. mg 
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The moſt ſolid ſecurity which this little 
republic has for its independency, is found- 
ed on the mutual jealouſy of its nay 
bours. 


There is no danger of its meeting with 
the misfortune which has ſo lately befallen 
Poland. Geneva is ſuch an atom of a ſtats 
as not to be diviſible. 


1 1 — however, as a kind i barrier 
or alarm- Poſt to the Swiſs Cantons, par ticu- 
larly that of Bern, which certainly would 
not like to ſee it in the hands either of the 
King of France or of Sardinia. | 


The acquiſition is not worth the atten- 
tion of the firſt; and it is better for 
the ſecond, that the republic ſhould re- 
main in its preſent free and independ- 
ent ſituation, than that it ſhould revert 
to. his poſſeſſion, and be ſubjected to the 
ſame government with his other domi- 
nions. 
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oy no ober would Genera de inn AK, 
poſſeſſion of Sarditila, than the wealthieſt 
of the citizens would abandon it, and carry 
their families and riches to Switzerland, 
Holland, or England. 


- "Trade 10 madufnäürti would Iwindle 
with the ſpirit and independence of the in- 
habitants; and the flouriſhing, enlightened, 


happy city of Geneva, like other towns of 


Piedmont and Savoy, would become the 
reſidence of oppreſſion, ee, and 


9 


"7 this ſituation i it could add but little to 
the King's s revenue; whereas, at preſent, 
the peafants\ of his dominions refort in great 
numbers to Geneva every market-day, 
Where they find a ready ſale for all the pro- 
ductions of their farms. The land is, on 
this acchuftt, more valuable, and the pea- 
Tits Ute more at their eaſe; thou en ett 


tres alt Very high, chan in any 
gf Saroy. > 0 
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This republic, therefore, in its preſent 
indeneudent Bates. is of more uſe to the King 
of Sardinia, than 11 it v were his property. | 

iE a a 1 ſhould purchaſe a 
piece of ground from a poor Lord, build 3 
large houſe, and form beautiful gardens 
upon it, keep a number of ſervants, ſpend 
a great part of his revenue in good houſe- 
keeping and hoſpitality, the conſump- 
tion of his table, and many other articles, 
being purchaſed from this Lord's tenants, 
it is evident that they would become rich, 
and be able to pay a larger rent to their 
landlord. This Lord would certainly act 
againſt his own intereſt, if he attempted, by | 
law, chicane, or force, to diſpoſleſs the pro- 
prietor of the houſe and gardens. 

' "The 8 i af Finding is to 9 the 
Kia of. Sardinia, exactly what the ſup- 
poſed rich man would be to the Poor Lord. 


0 4 dere 


It affords me ſatisfaction to perceive, that 
the ſtability of this little fabric of freedom, 
raiſed by my friends the citizens of Ge- 
neva, does not depend on the juſtice and ( 


moderation of the neighbouring powers, or 
any equivocal ſupport; but is founded on 
the ſolid, laſting pillars of their mutual in- N 
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F Retitiitd a few ai ſince from a Jour- 
ney to the Glaciers of Savoy, the Pays 
de Vallais, and other places Ong ns | 
—_— N 


The wonderful accounts I had heard of 
the Glaciers had excited my curioſity a 
good deal, while the air of ſuperiority aſ- 
ſumed by ſome who had made this boatted 
tour, er my pride ſtill more. 


One could hardly mention any thing 
curious or ſingular, without being told by 
ſome of thoſe travellers, with an air of cook 
contempt—Dear Sir,—that is pretty well ; 

but, take my word for it, it is nothing to 
the Glaciers of Savoy. 


I deter- 


— — Ine > ANA << et —_—s 


of the ſame way of 
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I determined. at laft, not tg take their 
ward. for it, and I found ſome genth 5 
conſiſted of the Duke of . Mr. "IM 
Ms; , Mr. K, and e 


We lelt Geneva 11 in M 8 * 
the third of Auguſt, and breakfaſted at 


Bonneville, a ſmall town in the duchy of 


Savoy, ſituated at the foot of Mole, and on 
che banks of the river Arve. hoot ! 


"The nk of Mole, as we were 8 
is ahout 4600 Engliſh feet above the lake 
of Geneva, at the lower paſſage of the 
Rhone, which laſt, is about 1200 feet above | 
the level of the Mediterranean. For theſe 
P: articulars, I ſhall take the word of my in- 
former, whatever airs of as he may | 
Ve +99 he Ae, fri Acad 
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1355 r 0 
„From Bonney 5 we e proceeded to > Cluſe, 7 


| * 2 IF + A 5 


W road tolerabiy good, and highly en- 


tertaining 


| MANNERS! IN TAN OR, t. * 
tepttäniof on account of the ſingul 


and variety of landſeape to be been from it. 
The objects change their appearance every 


moment as you advance; for the path is 
continually winding, to humour the poſition 
of the mountains, and to gain an acceſs be- 
cpa the” t6ths, "which in Wine pie 
hang over it in a very threatening manner. 
The mountains overlook and preſs ſo coſtly 
upon this little town of Cluſe, that when 
1 ſtood in the principal ſtreet, each end of 
it ſeemed to be perfectly ſhut up; and 
wherever a any of the houſes had fallen down, 
the vacancy appeared to the eye, at a mo- 
derate diſtance, to be plugged up in the 
ſame = manner by a green mountain. e 


* — 
. a at ix 
$3 & £* 
FEY 


On leaving Cl aſe, 5 however, we found a 

5 Klicke road running along the banks of 
the Arve, and flanked on each fide by very 

high hills, whoſe oppoſite tides tally ſo ex- 

| aQly, « as 110 o lead one to imagine they have 
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been torn from each eber e dots violent 
convutſion of necks es . 


* "7 95 S 1 # fy 9 m Ti 


> ad * Is 


1 other Ns) Re fide of this defiſe 5 1s 


7 221 


Ah, perpendicular rock, ſo very ſmooth 
hat it ſeems not to have been torn. by na- 


ture, but chiſelled by art, from top to bot- 


tom, while the whole of the ſide direQly 


oppoſe ig of the, moſt a verdure. i 
of Abe pate 8 the x moyntains gra 
Qually opens as you advance, and the ſcene 
diverlifies with a fine Tuxuriancy of wild 
landſcape. 2 


ii 5 


* 


Bebore you enter the town of Sallenche, 


you muſt croſs. the Arve, which at this ſea- 


ſon is much larger than in winter, being 
welle ve. the Tifſolving - ſhows of the | 


Alps: 


This river bas f its ſource at 1 Pariſh of 


SE i we A 
£5.98 


Argentiere, 1n the _— of Chamouni, is 


Rnd imme⸗ 
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immediately augmented by torrents Shs 
the neighbouring Glaciers, and pouts its 
chill turbid ſtream into the Rhone, ſoon 
after that river ies from the lake ol 
Geneva. i 10. 000, ne ene 1 

The —— between thoſe two rivers is 
very ftriking, the one being as pure and 
limpid as the other is foul and muddy. 
The Rhone ſeems to ſcorn the alliance, and 
keeps as long as poſſible unmiagled with 
his dirty ſpouſe. Two miles below the 
place of their junction, a difference and 
"oppoſition between: this ill-forted couple 
is till obſervable; ; theſe, however, gra- 


dually abate by long habit, till at laſt, 


yielding to 1 and to _ thoſe un- 
{411 LE FOd. © 


relenting laws which joined them toge- 


22311. 344 1 


ther, they, mix in perfect union, and flow 


in a common ſtream to. the end of their 
courſe. 
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We „ lle the night at Sall ie, and 
the remaining part of our journey 1 


mitting of chaiſes, they were ſent back to 
round by the other ſide of the lake, and 

meet us at the village of nee in vac 
W Vallais. A n 


1 


We 1 with. A | ann, at it Sallenche, i 
| Who provided mules to carry us over the 
mountains to Martigny. It is a good day's 
journey from Sallenche to Chamouni, not 
on account of the diſtance, but from the 
difficulty and perplexity of the road, and 
"the ſteep aſcents and deſcents with which 
Ja are teaſed akeramely ye EM 1 1 7 


8 ; 


8 mountains are . 

Pines Oak, beech, and walnut trees. Theſe 
are imerſperſed with apple, plum, cherry, 
and other fruit trees, ſo that we rode a great 
-Mard<: the forenoon in 1 .: ji 
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ſioned, it was moſt agreeable to me on 
| another account. The road was in ſome 
places ſo exceedingly. ſeep, that I —— 
- doubted. but ſome of us were to fall; gu T 
therefore reflected with ſatis faction, that 
thoſe trees would probably arreſt our courſe, 
== hinder us from rolling a 2 rw 


But many pathleſs eraggy mountains re- 
"rained to be traverſed after we had loſt 
| the protection of the trees. We then had 
. nothing but the ſagacity of our mules to 
truſt to, For my own part, I was very 
ſoon convinced that it was much fafer on 
all dubious occaſions to depend on their's 
than on my own : For as often as 1 was 
. Preſented with a choice of difficulties, and 
Ahrens: and I were of different opinions, 

, becomi mene icbfilttadint be} Lim 
- ited on his taking my track, I never-favled 
to repent it, and often was: obliged tore: 


turn to the place where the controverſy had 
22 bil 


188 


begun, 
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begun, and follow the e to he 
had en at PRs TION; PH 20k ei AV 


2 


It is entertaining to obſerve the priddence | 
of theſe animals in making their way down 
ſuch dangerous rocks. They ſometimes 
put their beads over the edge of the preci- 
pice, and examine with anxious circum- 
ſpection every poſſible way by which they 
can deſcend, and at length are ſure to fix 
on that which upon the whole is the beſt. 
Having obſerved this in ſeveral inſtances, I 
laid the bridle on the neck of my mule, and 
allowed him to take his own way, without 
— to n him in the ſmalleſt 
3 10 a ein 


* F. 2 , y Z Pi. F : 
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b iss doubtleſs ths beſt HEE and 
kt I recommend to all my friends in their 
journey through life, when wap have mules 
* cee pee e : 
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We reſted ſome time, during the ſultry 
heat of the day, at a very pleaſingly ſituated 
village called Serve; and aſcending thence 
along the ſteepeſt and rougheſt road we had 
yet ſeen, we paſſed by a mountain, wherein, 
they told us, there is a rich vein of copper, 
but that the proprietors have lefi off Works 
ing i it for 1 years. | IX n 

| $09 VHESTHISH-. 
As we paſſed through one little village; 
1 ſaw many peaſants going into a church. 
—Tt was ſome Saint's day. 


The poor 
people muſt have half-ruined themſelves. 
by purchaſing gold-leaf. —Every thing was 
gilded. —The virgin was dreſſed in a new 


the infant in her 
arms was equally brilliant, all but the peri- 
wig on his head, which was milk White, 
and had certainly been freſh powdered that ; 
very morning. | 


gown of gold-paper ; 


I could ſcarcely refrain from ſmiling at 
this ridiculous fight, which the people be- 
Vol. I. 1 | held 


a .VIEW/OF:SOCLBDY: AND 


held with as much veneration-as they could 
en, had the ee Rarn. preſent. 
t sn gd 39 27 Abts 
1 Upon. caſting up my 100 to, the cieling, - 
1 ſaw ſomething more extraordinary ſtill: 
This was a portrait of God the Father, ſit- 
ting on a cloud, and dreſſed like a Pope, 
with the tiara on his head. Any one muſt 
| naturally be ſhocked at this, if he be not 
at the ſame inſtant moved to laughter at the 


; infinite abſurdity of the 4dea,.. bons 

| c | AHULNSBIDEY 
| About ſix in the evening me arrived at- 

= the valley of Chamouni, and found lodg- 

* ings in a ſmall village called Prieure. The 

| | valley of Chamouni is about ſix leagues i in 

length, and an Engliſh mile in breadth., It 

5 is bounded on all ſides by very high moun- 
[ tains. Between the intervals of theſe 
* mountains, on one ſide of the valley, the 


vaſt bodies of ſnow and ice, which are called 
Glaciers, deſcend from Mont Plone hich 


- ſourc 
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On one ſide of the valley, oppofite to che 
Olaciers, ſtands Breven, a mountaft WOfe 
ridge is 5300 Engliſh feet higher than the 
| valley. Many travellers who have more 
curioſity, and who think leſs of fatigue” than 
we, take their firſt view of the Glaciers from 
the top of mount Breven. As there is only 
the narrow valley between that and the 
Glaciers, all of which it overlooks, and 
every other obje& around, except Mont 
Blanc, the view from it muſt be very ad- 
Yaptageous and magnificent. 


We determined to begin with Montan- 
Felt, from which we could walk to the 
Glaciers, reſerving Mount Breven for ano- 
ther day's work, if we ſhould find ourſelves 
ſo' inclined. After an hour's refreſhment 
at our quarters, Mr. K and J took a 
walk alk through the "wes TW 


180 3 


. k. 
aſp 248 


oe chapter of Prieſts and Cano at 
valcke have the lordſhip of Chamiouni, 


212 VIEW w.,QF SOCIETY. AND 

and draw a revenue from the poor, iohabit- 
arts; ; the higheſt mountains of the Alps, 
with all their ice and, ſnow, not being ſuf- 


ficient .to defend them from rapacity and 
extortion. 


"The brief. 8 e 18 beyond compariſon 
the beſt in the whole valley. Looking at 
it, 1 aſked 2 a young man who ſtood near 
me, if the prieſt was rich ? TOES 
1 Oui. PETER 5 alk = eaat 

he,—et auſſi il mange preſque tout notre. 

| 4 
| = al RP aſked, 4 the people of Chamouni 
it 5 viithed to __ rid of him 5 | 


18 bien de W il faut avoir 


I do not ſee the abſolute neceſlity of that, 
ſaid 1. Conſider, if ydu had no prieſt, 
you would have more to eat. 


2 | | The 


T WW 
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The d Rafed d hen anſwered with 
= great nalwete Ah, Monſieur, dans ce Pays= 


ci les pretres ſont tout auſſi neceſſaires que 
aaa ETC LL 160 LOuhN'5 160 10. .Q. 


It is plain, that this clergyman inſtructs 
his. pariſhioners very carefully i in the prin- 


1 perceive, that your 
ſoul i is in very ſafe hands, ſaid K 


ciples of religion, — 


„giv- 
ing the boy a erown; but here is Omething 
to enable you to take care of your body. 

In my next I ſhall endeavour to give you 
\ ſome account of the Glaciers :—At preſent, 
J muſt wiſh you good night. 


£4 
* ＋⏑ . 


C2 
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Senevs. 
E began pretty early in the morning 
to aſcend Montanvert, from the top 
of which there is eaſy acceſs to the Gla- 


cier of that name, and to og valley” . 
ice, F Sree t Sieber 


Our mules carried us from the inn acroſs 

| the valley, and even for a conſiderable way 
up the mountain; which at length became 
ſo exceedingly ſteep, that we were“ obliged 
to diſmount and ſend them back. Mr. 
U only, who had been here before, and 


tinued without compunction on his _ 
till he got to the top, riding fearleſs over 
rocks, which a goat or a cam would | 
poo piſſed with caution. 92 


* | In 


7 a. 


» 
— 


was accuſtomed to ſuch expeditions, con- 
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In this laſt animal, which is to be found 
on theſe mountains only, are blended the 
different qualities of the goat and the 
It is ſaid to have more agility 
than any other quadruped poſſeſſed of the 
ſame degree of ſtrength. 


deer. 


: After aſcending four hours, we gained 
the ſummit of Montanvert. The day was 
_ remarkably fine, the objects around noble 
and majeſtic, but in ſome reſpects different 
from what I had expected. 


The valley of Chamouni had diſappear- 
ed: Mount Breven ſeemed to have crept 
| wonderfully near; and if I had not juſt 
croſſed the plain. which ſeparates the two 
mountains, and is a mile in breadth, I 
ſhould have concluded that their baſes 
were in contact, and that their diſtance 
above was ſolely owing to the diminution 
in the ſize of all mountains towards the 
ſummit. Judging from che eye alone, I 

| T4 - ſhould 
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ſhould have, thought, it poſſible to have 


our, 
thrown, a. ſtone from e where: e 
to Mount Bręyen wo awe: 25. bit 220 

JJ! aa eamthans Sod 
ko 8 STRESS (009 T0 EBAY .. be, j N 


| F There is a chain of mountains behind 
Montanvert, all covered with ſnow, which 
terminate in four diſtinct rocks, of 4a 
great height, having the appaarabcs of 
narrow pyramids or ſpires. They are 
called the Needles; and each has a diſtinct 
name. Mont Blanc, ſurrounded by Mon- 
tanvert, Mount Breven, the Needles, and | 
other ſnowy mountains, appears like a 
Slant among pygmies. | 


The height which we had now en 4 
was ſo far on our way up this mountain. 


I was therefore equally ſurpriſed and mor- 

tified to find, after an aſcent of three 
thouſand feet, that Mont Blanc ſeemed 
as high here as when 1 we were in the 


P en 
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Having aſcended Montanvert from 
Obatddani/ on deſcending a little on the 
other ſide, we found ourſelves on a plain, 
whoſe appearance has been aptly compared 
to that which a ſtormy ſea would have, if 
it were ſuddenly arreſted and fixed by a 
ſtrong froſt. This is called the Valley of 
Ice. It ſtretches ſeveral leagues behind 
Montanvert, and is reckoned 2300 feet 
* chan the valley of Chamouni, 


1 
7 Fi % 


th 


From the higheſt part 01 Montanvert 
we had all the following objects under our 
eye, ſome of which ſeemed to obſtruct 
the view of others equally intereſting ; 
the Valley of Ice, the Needles, Mont = 
Blanc, with the ſnowy mountains below, 
finely contraſted with Breven, and the green 
hills on the oppoſite ſide of Chamouni, and 
the ſun in full ſplendor ſhowing all of them : 
to the greateſt advantage. The whole 
forms a ſcene equally ſublime and beauti- 
ful, N bove my power of deſcription, 
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ingenious gentleman, Who has ſo finely 
illuſtrated theſe ſubjects, in a particular 
treatiſe, and given ſo many examples of 
both in his parliamentary ſpeeches. 


While we remained in contemplation of 
this ſcene, ſome of the company obſerved, 
that from the top of one of the Needles the 
proſpe& would be ſtill more magnificent, 
as the eye could ſtretch. over Breven, be- 


yond Geneva, all the way to Mount Jura, 


and comprehend the Pays de Vallais, and 
many other mountains and vallies. 


This excited the ambition of the 
of H—. He ſprung up, and made towards 
the Aiguille du Dru, which is the higheſt 
of the four Needles. Though he bounded 
over the ice with the elaſticity of a young 


chamois, it was a conſiderable time before 


by: ab arrive at the foot of the Needle: 
11 | | for 
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er people aro greatly a deceived as to ay 


4 Should 8 get near the top, 4d Mr. 
G-—, looking after him with eagerneſs, 
he will ſwear we have ſeen nothing—Bur, 
I will try to mount as high as he can ;— 
I am not fond of ſeeing people above 5 
80 a he os after him. 


=. a din we ſaw them both ſcram» 
bling up the rock: The D-—— had 
gained a conſiderable height, when he was 
| ſuddenly ſtopped by a part of the rock 
which was perfectly impracticable (for his 

impetuoſity had prevented him from 
| chooſing the eaſieſt way); ſo Mr. Go 
| e him. P | 


4s 8 


2 Here key bad time to breathe and cool 


a little. The one being determined not 


1 be i argaſled, the other. n the 0. : 


— 
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1 | 
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ploit 2 worth his. Ain ſince the honour 
muſt be divided: - So like two rival Powers, 
who have exhauſted their ſtrength by a 
Fruitleſs conteſt, they returned, fatigued 
and diſappointed, to the Pry from which 
they had oe out. 


30% f 1 #2 
[1 


After a very reals repaſt, on the | 
proviſions and wine which our guides had 
brought from the Prieurc, we paſſed, by an 
eaſy deſcent, from the green part of Mon- 
tanvert to the Valley of Ice. A walk upon 
this frozen ſea is attended with inconve- 
niencies. In ſome. places, the ſwellings, 
which have been compared to waves, are 
forty or fifty feet high: yet, as they are 
rough, and the ice intermingled with ſnow, 
one may walk over them. In other parts, 
thoſe waves are of a very moderate ſize, 
and in ſome places the ſurface is quite 


: ] 4 » 4 as » 6 ? 3” 
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88 - What renders a paſſage over this valley 
ain more difficult and dangerous 1 is, the 
rents in the ice, which ate to be met with; a 
whatever direction you follow. Theſe 
rents are from two to fix feet wide, and of 
an amazing depth; reaching from the furs 
face of the' valley, through a body of ice 
many hundred fathoms thick: On throw- 
ing down a ſtone, or any other ſolid ſub- 
| Nance, we could hear the hollow murmur 
of its deſcent for a very long time,  found- 
ing like far diſtant waves Fe NG 
rocks. | 
5 Out guides, emboldened by habit, ſkipped 
over theſe rents without any ſign of fear, 
though they informed us, that they had 
often ſeen freſh clefts formed, while they 
walked on the valley. They added, in- 
deed; for our encouragement, that this was 


always preceded by a loud continued noiſe, 
which gave warning of what was to hap- 
pen. 
N It 
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vanced to the middle of the valley; for they 
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It is evident, however, that this warning, 
though it ſhould. always precede the rent, 
could be of little uſe to thoſe who had ad 


neither could know certainly in what di- 
rection to run, nor could they bave time 
to get off: and in caſe the ice ſhould © yawn 
directly under their feet, they muſt inevi- 
tably periſh. —But probably few accidents 
of that kind happen; and this has greater 
influence, than. any EONS upon. * 
ſubject. 

It is ſuppoſed, that the ſnow and ice 
at the bottom melting by the warmth of 
the earth, leave great vacancies, in the 
form of vaults. Theſe natural arches ſup- 
port for a long time an Amazing weight of 


ice and ſnow ;—for there is a vaſt diſtance 

from the bottom to the ſurface of this 

valley.— 

to trol and the ſnow above to increaſe, 
ine n the 


—But the ice beneath continuing 


Po 
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the, arghes, muſt at laſt. give way, which 

occaſions the noiſe and rents above men 
tioned. Water, alſo, which may have 
fallen from the ſurface into the clefts, or is 
lodged by any means in this great mafs of 
ſnow, will, by its ſudden expanſion in the 
act of freezing, occaſion new rents at t the 
ſurface. | tr 7 * 40 


* o 
24 . 5 web LA a 
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We bad! heard a great deal of the havoc 
made by avalanches: Theſe are formed of 
ſow driven by the winds againſt the 
higheſt and moſt protuberant parts of rocks 
and mountains, where it hardens and ad- 
heres ſometimes till a prodigious maſs is 
accumulated. But when theſe ſupporters 
are able to ſuſtain the increaſing weight no 
| longer, the avalanche falls at once, hurry- 
ing large portions of the looſened rock or 
mountain along with it ;- —and rolling 
from a vaſt height, ks, a thundering 
noiſe, to to the valley, involyes in certain de- 
| ſtruction 
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ſtruction all the trees, houſes, nn and 


_ 2 lie f in its way . 


7 7 


= | The Ls part af thoſe who have made 


a journey to the Glaciers have ſeen one or 


more of theſe avalanches in the very act of 
falling, and have themſelves always eſcaped 
by miracle —Juſt as moſt people who 
have made a ſingle voyage by ſea, if it 
were only | between, Dover and Calais, have 
met with a ftorm, and very narrowly 
eſcaped ſhipwreck. | 


All that any of our party can boaſt i is, 
that during the nights we lay at Chamouni, 
we frequently heard a noiſe like diſtant 
thunder, which we were told was occa- 
ſioned by the falling of ſome of the ſame 
Ac veluti montis Saxum de manila preceps | 
Cum ruit avulſum vento, ſeu turbidus imber 


Proluit, aut annis ſolvit ſublapſa vetuſtas * 


Fertur in abruptum magno mons improbus actu, 


| Exultatque ſolo, filvas, armenta, dan | 
| lavolvens ſecum. Vine. 


avalanches 


* 
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avalanches at a few miles diſtance. And 

during our excurſions,' we ſaw trees de- 
firoyed, and tracts of ſoil torn from the 
ſides of the mountains, over which the 
avalanches were ſaid! to have rolled, two 
or three years before we paſſed. Theſe 
were the narroweſt eſcapes we made. 
I heartily wiſh. the ſame good luck to all | 
travellers, whatever account they them - 
ſelves may chooſe to * to thety * 

̃ when they 1 return. ; 


„ 


2 "A of Ice is ſeveral leagues in 
length, and not above a quarter of a league 
in breadth. It divides into branches, which 
run behind the chain of mountains formerly 
taken notice of. It appears like a frozen 
amphitheatre, and is bounded by moun- 
tains, in whoſe defts columns of cryſtal, as 
we were 1 are to be found 1 


15'S * 


*I was in danger of Bag into pony; 
when recollecting the ſtory of Icarus, I 
» Vox. I. 0. thought 


LW 
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thought it beſt not to truſt to my own 
Waxen. wings.—l. beg leave rather to bor- 
row the following lines, which will pleaſe 


| You beiter than any 5808 of mine, — 


prevent e from a fall: 

ai,, >wled; amr 9207? 10 

So Zembla's s rocks. (the beauteous work of 
froſt), 7 


Riſe white in air, and glitter o'er A coat, 

Pale ſuns, unfelt; at diſtance roll away, 

And om th' impaſſive ice the lightnings * Ty, 

Eternal ſnows the growing maſs ſupply, 

Fill the bright mountains, prop th* incumbent 
=; 

As Atlas fix'd, each hoary pile appears, 

The gather'd \ winter of a thouſand er 5 


Having ied a PRs ATED time on 
the valley, and being ſufficiently regaled 


with ice, we at length thought of return- 
„Gti tt. a 


ing ou cottage at Prieure. Our guides 


21021 


4 


8 that »y hich weibed aſcended ; Hr) 
in about two hours after we had begun our 
deſcent, we found ourſelyes at the bottom 
of 
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of the mountain. This rapid manner of 
deſcending moſt people find more ſevere 
upon the muſcles of the legs and thighs, 
than even the aſcent. For my own part, I 
was very near exhauſted; and as we were 
ſtill a couple of miles diſtant from our 
lodgings, it was with the greateſt ſatisfac- 
tion that I ſaw our obſequious mules in 
waiting to carry us to our cottage; where 
having at laſt arrived, and being aſſembled 
in a ſmall room, excluded from the view 
of icy valleys, cryſtal hills, and inowy 
mountains, with nothing before us but 
humble objects, as cold meat, coarſe bread, 
and poor wine, we contrived to paſs 
an hour before going to bed, in talking 
over the exploits of the day, and the 
wonders we had ſeen.— Whether there is 
greater pleaſure, in, this, or in viewing the 
ſcenes themſelves, 3 is a queſtion not 7 de- 
cided by the. caſuiſts, 1 
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Genera. | 

"HERE are five or bs different Glaciers, 5 

which all terminate upon one ſide of 

the valley of Chamouni, within the ſpace 
of about five leagues. 


Theſe are prodigious collections of ſnow 
and ice, formed in the intervals or hollows, : 
between the mountains that bound the 


"fide of the valley near which Mont Blanc 


ſtands. - | 


The ſnow in thoſe hollows being ſcreened | 
from the influence of the ſun, the heat of 
ſummer can diſſolve only 2 certain portion 
of it. Theſe magazines of ice and ſnow 


are not formed by what falls directly from 
the heavens into the intervals. They are 
_ ſupplied 
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ſupplied by the ſnow which falls during 
winter on the loftieſt parts of Mont Blanc; 
large beds or ſtrata of which ſlide down 
imperceptibly by their own gravity, and 


finding no reſiſtance at theſe intervals, they 


form long irregular roots around all the 
adjacent mountains. 


Five of theſe enter, by five different em- 
bouchures, into the valley of Chamouni, 
and are called Glaciers, on one of which 
we had been. 


At preſent their ſurface is from a thou- 
ſand, to two thouſand feet high, above 
the 225 


Their 05 3 on the wideneſs 
ws the interval between the mountains in 
which they are formed. 


| Viewed from the valley, they have, in 


my opinion, a much finer effect than from 
their ſummit. 


* 


Q 3 The 
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The rays of the ſun ſtriking with va- 
rious force on the different parts, according 
as they are more or leſs expoſed, occaſion 
an unequal diſſolution of the ice; and, with 
the help of a little imagination, give the 


.aPPeEarances of columns, arches, and tur- 


rets, which are in ſome places tranſ- 
parent. 


A fabric of ice in this taſte, two thou- 
ſand feet high, and three times as broad, 
with the ſun ſhining full upon it, you muſt: 
acknowledge to be a "ry AI piece of 


architecture. . 0 


Our company aſcended only the Glacier 
of Montanvert, which is not the higheſt, 
and were contented with a view of the 
others from the valley ; but more curious 
travellers will ſurely think it Worth their 


labour, to examine cach of em more Se 
ticularly, 


Some 
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Some people are fo fond of Glaciers, that 
not ſatisfied with their preſent” fize, they 
inſiſt: poſitively, that they muſt neceſſarily 
grow larger every young and is a the 
matter thus: ar 

The W exiſtence of the Glaciers is 
a ſufficient proof that there has, at ſome 
period or other, been a greater quantity of 
ſnow formed during the winter, than the 
heat of the ſummer has been able to diſſolve. 
But this diſproportion muſt neceſſarily in- 
creaſe. every year, and, of conſequence; the 
Glaciers muſt augment: becauſe, any given 
quantity of ſnow and ice remaining through 
_ the. courſe of one ſummer, mult increaſe 
the eold of; the atmoſphere around it in 
ſome, degree; which: being reinforced by 
the ſnows of the- ſucceeding winter, will 
reſiſt the, diſſolving power of the ſun 
more the ſecond ſummer than the firſt, 
and ſtillſ more the nd than the n 
and ſo on. 


42152 Q 4 | The 
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The concluſion of this reaſoning is, that 
the Glaciers muſt grow larger by an in- 
creaſing ratio every year, till the end of 
time. For this reaſon, the authors of this 
theory regret, that they themſelves have 


been ſent into the world ſo ſoon; becauſe, 


if their birth had been delayed for nine or 
ten thouſand years, they ſhould have ſeen 


the Glaciers in much greater glory, Mont 
Blanc being but a Lilliputian at preſent, in 


compariſon of what it will be tgen. 

However rational this may appear, ob- 
jections have nevertheleſs been ſuggeſted, 
which I am ſorry for; becauſe, when a 
theory is tolerably conſiſtent, well fabri- 
cated, and goodly to behold, nothing can 


be more vexatious, than to ſee a plodding 


officious fellow overthrow the whole ſtrue- 
ture at once, by a daſh of his pen, as Har- 
lequin does a houſe with a touch of his 
ſword, in a pantomime entertainment. 

| O ©: DITA 


rr 5 Such 


4 
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Such cavillers ſay, that as the Glaciers 
augment in ſize, there muſt be a greater 
extent of ſurface for the ſun beams to aft 
upon, and, of conſequence, the diſſolution 
will be greater, which muſt effectually pre- 
vent the continual increaſe contended for. 


But the other party extricate themſelves 
from this difficulty by roundly aſſerting, 
that the additional cold occaſioned by the 
ſnow and ice already depoſited, has a much 
greater influence in retarding their diſſolu- 
tion, than the increaſed ſurface can have in 
baſtening it: and in confirmation of their 
fyſtem, they tell you, that the oldeſt inha- 
bitants of Chamouni remember the Gla- 
ciers when they were much ſmaller chan at 
preſetit'; and alſo remember the time when 
they could walk, from the Valley of Ice, to 
places behind the mountains, by paſſages 
which are now quite choked up wick kills 


of ſnow; not above ty years old. 


n = i 3 | Whether 
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| Whether the inhabitants of Chamouni 
aſſert this from a laudable partiality to the 
Glaciers, whom they may now conſider 
(on account of their drawing ſtrangers to 
viſit the Valley) as their beſt-neighbours ;— 
or from politeneſs to the ſupporters of the 
above-mentioned opinion; or from real 
obſervation, I ſhall-not preſume to ſay.— 
But I myſelf have heard ſeveral of the old 
On of W 8888 the 9 8 


The cavillers 5 this obliged. to re 
linquiſ their former objection, attempt, in 
the next place, to ſhow, that the above 
theory leads to an abſurdity; becauſe, ſay 
they, If the Glaciers go on increaſing in 
bulk ad. infinitym, the globe itſelf would 
become, in proceſs of time er append- 
kar Mont Blanc. Oi ,*igw biyos." 1 f 

{1423 Ag0MmM : nd po 

The. cnc for, the continual, aug⸗ 

mentation of the Glaciers reply, chat as 


this inconveniency has not already . 
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pened, there needs no other refutation of 
the impious doctrine of certain philoſo- 
phers, who aſſert that the world has ex- 
iſted from eternity; and as to the globe's 
becoming an appendage to the mountain, 
they aſſure us, that the world will be at an 
end long before that event can happen. 80 
that thoſe of the moſt timid | natures, and 
moſt delicate conſtitutions, PAY diſmiſs 
their fears on that ROVER: wot 4 ad. 


" a w& *..> 
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by Vat, my own parts _ 1 wiſh well to 
the Glaciers, and all the inhabitants of Cha- 
mouni, having paſſed ſome days very plea- 
ſantly in their company 3 I will take no 
part in this controverſy, the merits of which 
I leave to your own judgment. 
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Geneva. 


Tae wording of the day on which we 

departed from Prieure, I obſerved a 
girl of a. very ſingular appearance fitting 
before the door of one of the houſes. When 
I ſpoke to her ſhe made no anſwer: But 
an ederly man; who had been a' ſoldier in 
the king of Sardinia's ſervice, and my ac- 
quaintanee ſinee the moment of our arrival, 
itformed me, that Sea, Bigge ideot, 
and had been Fo" from k 7 birt n. 


*.. 1 FT I 1 ” "14.3 4 4 — 1 4 


He took me to two other bn in the 
village, in each of which there was one per- 


ſon in the ſame melancholy ſituation; and 
he aſſured me, that all over the valley of 
Chamouni, in a family conſiſting of five or 


ſix 
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fix children, one of them, generally ſpeak 
7 was a perfect natural. © 


This was Led bn! Ge others, to 
whom I afterwards mentioned it. I was 
told at the fame time, that the parents, fo 
far from conſidering this as a misfortune, 
looked upon it as an indication of good 
luck to the reſt of the family, and no un- 
happineſs to the individual, whom they 
always cheriſh and n with the ene 
tenderneſs. | 


1 "Or my TR if any of his own | 
family were in that ſituation? Non, Mon- | 


fieur, anſwered he; et auſſi J ai paile u. une 
vie bien dure. 


Don't you think theſe poor creatures 
very per 


Demande pardon, Monſieur: Ns fort 
tres heureux— 


But 
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o * . g 1 2 
0 > Oo * [4 * 7 752 


n eee 


. w# *..2 ” 


born in * 5 ſlate yourſelf? . 


Vous croyez donc, menen que J aurois 
#4 '$ , 1 5 
ee bien attrapé ſp 


PLE! 


" _ 1—certainly' ;—don' t you uin 


— 9 
to too | ane egy 
* „ © * * Lf ” 
\ "hy. . Fe, o 4 9 - * 5 lf y 
> v » z £ — * % : , & %. 4 


af 4.4 


Zu cela, non, Mengeur: Las n'aurois 
bun ai. 


9 


'To one 1 hag 1 life 8 * 
liged to work hard for a bare ſubſiſtence, 
labour appears the greateſt evil, and perfect 
idleneſs the greateſt bleſſing. If this ſoldier 
had been brought up in,idleneſs, and had 
experienced all the horrors and dejection 
which attend indolent luxury, very poſſibly 
he would be of a different opinion. 


* 


During this journey, I remarked, that in 
ſome particular villages, and for à conſi- 
derable tract of country, ſcarcely was there 


5 any 
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any body to be ſeen who had that ſwelling 
of the throat and neck, which is thought fo 
general among all the inhabitants of the 
Alps. In particular, I did not obſerve any 
body at Prieuré with this complaint; and, 
upon enquiry, was informed, that there are 
many pariſhes in which not a ſingle perſon 
is troubled with it, and that in other places 
at no great diſtance it is almoſt univerſal. 


In the valley of Chamouni there is only 
one hamlet where it is common; but in 
the Pays de Vallais, I was told, it is more 
frequent than in any other place. 


As this diſeaſe ſeems to be endemical, it 
cannot, as has been imagined, proceed from 
the drinking of water impregnated with 
ſnow or ice; for this beverage is common 
to all the inhabitants of the dhe and of 
— mountains. 4 . 


If 
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If thi water be in reality the vehiele-of 
this diſeaſe, We muſt ſuppoſe i xt impregnated 


not only with diſſolved ice and ſnow, but 


alſo with ſome ſalt, or other ſubſtance, poſ- 


ſeſſed of the noxious quality of obſtructing 
the glands of the throat; and we muſt alſo 
ſuppoſe, that this noxious ſubſtance is to 


* 


be found in no other anhand _ but 


the Alps. bY inn 


NV After ebe of the inhabitants of Cha- 
mouni had enumerated many pariſhes where 
there were, and others where there were no 


Guatres (which is the name they give this 
ſwelling), he concluded by telling me, I 
ſhould ſee them in great abundance among 
the Valaiſans, to whoſe country we were 
eing. When I told the man, I thought 
his country people very happy, in being 


quite free from ſuch an odious diſeaſe, 


which afflited their poor neighbours .: 
En revenche, ſaid the peaſant, nous ſommes 
| accables 
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accables des impdts ; —et dans le pays de 
Vallais on ne paye rien. 


| The d l is in the fellow, exclaimed 
I.—Were it in your choice, would you ac- 
cept of Guatres, to get free of taxes ? 


"Tres volontiers, Monſieur ; un vaut 
bien l'autre. 


Quid cauſe eſt, merito quin illis Jupiter 
 ambas, e 
Iratas buccas inflet. 


VPou ſee, my friend, that it is not in 
courts and capitals alone that men are diſ- 
contented with their fortunes. The cauſes 
of repining are different in different places 3 
but the effect is the ſame every where. 


On the morning of the ſixth day, we bid 
adieu to Prieure ; and having aſcended the 
mountains, which ſhut up the valley of 
Chamouni at the end oppoſite to that by 

VoL. I. R Which 


"x. 
* 
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which we had entered, after various wind- 
ings on a very rugged road, we gradually 
deſcended into a n oo the 1 Gilinal 
appearance. N Eng n * 


It is kürtoünel with high, bare, rugged 
rocks, without trees or verdure of any 
kind, the bottom being as barren and craggy 
as the ſides, and the whole forming a moſt 

Mato landſcape. This dreary valley is 
of a conſiderable length, but very narro 

I imagine it would have pleaſed the fancy 
of Salvator, who might have been tempted 
to ſteal a corner of it for one of his pieces, 
which, when he had enlivened with a mur- 
der or two, would have been a unn 
of the Horrible. 


Having 8 this. we continued: our 
journey, ſometimes ' aſcending, - then de- 
ſcending into other vallies whoſe names 
TI have forgot. We had a long continued 
aſcent over en Nur, a very high hill, 
covered 
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covered with pine- trees, many of which 
are above a hundred feet in height. I was 


obliged to walk on foot moſt of this road, 
which is full as ſteep as any part of that by 


which we had aſcended Montanvert. 


We came at length to the paſs which 
, ſeparates the King of Sardinia's country 
from the little republic, called the Pays de 
Vallais. Acroſs this there is an old thick 
wall, and a gate, without any guard. This 
narrow paſs continues for ſeveral miles. 
A few peaſants arranged along the upper 
part of the mountains could, by rolling 
down ſtones, deſtroy a whole army, if it 
ſhould attempt to enter into the country by 
this road. 


When you have paſſed through this long 
defile, the road runs along the fide of a 
_ high and ſteep mountain; but is ſtill fo 
very narrow, that two perſons cannot with 
ſafety go abreaſt, and all paſſengers are en- 
R 2 tirely 
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tirely at the mercy of thoſe, who may be 
poſted | on the higher parts of the mountain. 


* 


| From the fide of the.r mountain on wh | 
we paſſed, we could have ſpoken to the 
people who inhabited the ſide of the moun- 
tain oppoſite, But I am convinced it would 
have taken three or four hours walking, to 
have gone to them: Becauſe we muſt, by 
a long, oblique tour, have firſt reached the 
bottom of the cleft between us, and then 
have aſcended to them by another long, fa- 
tiguing path, which could not be done in 
leſs time than I have mentioned. 


„ e there! is a ſpot of the mountain 
tolerably fertile, and the lope leſs formi- 
dable than uſual, you are almoſt certain to 
find a peaſant? s houſe. All the houſes are 
built of the fine red pine, which grows 
near a at hand. | The carriage of this, even 
for a hort way, upon thoſe very ſteep 
. mult have been attended with 


no 
1 


5299299 . 
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no ſmall” difficulty and danger. Theſe 
dwellings are raiſed on wooden props, or 
pillars, two or three feet above the ground. 
On the top of each pillar a large flag or 
broad ſtone is placed, to obſtruct the en- 
trance of rats. Indeed the ſituation of theſe 
abodes is ſo very aerial, that they ſeem al- 
moſt inacceſſible to every animal chat has 
not wings, as well as to rats. 


The road led us at length to the ſummit, 
which is level, and covered with pines for 
ſeveral miles. Having traverſed this, and 
deſcended a little on the other ſide, the 
lower Vallais opened to our view. No- 
thing can be imagined more ſingularly pic- 
tureſque:— It is of an oval form, about 
ſeven leagues in length, and one in breadth, 
ſurrounded on all ſides by mountains of a 
ſtupendous height, the lower parts of which 
are covered with very rich paſture.— The 
valley itfelf is fertile in the higheſt degree, 
finely cultivated, and divided inte meadows, 

| 1 Fardens, 
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gardens, and vineyards. The Rhone flows 
in beautiful mazes from the one end to the 
other. Sion, the capital of the Vallais, is 
ſituated on the upper extremity, and the 
town of Martigny on the lower, many vil- 
lages and detached houſes appearing all 
over the valley between them. The pro- 
ſpect we had now under our eye formed a 
ſtriking and agreeable contraſt with the 
ſcenes we had juſt left. The diſtance from 
this point to Martigny, which ſtands near 
the bottom of the mountain, is about ſix 
miles. There is one continued deſcent the 
whole way, which is rendered eaſy by the 
roads being thrown into a zig-zag direction. 
; Fd 

After the rugged paths we had been | ac- 
cuſtomed to, it was, comparatively ſpeak- 
ing, reſt, to walk down this mountain, — 
We arrived at Martigny refreſhed, and in 
, = 
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LETTER WMV. 


„ 
Geneva. 


JURING our journey over the moun- 

tains which encircle the lower Vallais, 

I had often felt an inclination to enter ſome 

of the peaſants? houſes, that I might be a 

witneſs of the domeſtic ceconomy of a peo- 

ple which Rouſſeau has fo e de- 
ſeribed. 


Had I been alone, or with a ſingle com- 
panion, I ſhould have pledged them libe- 
rally, and made a temporary ſacrifice of my 
reaſon to the Penates of thoſe happy moun- 
taineers; for. according to him, this 1 18 the 
only payment they will receive for their 
entertainment: But our company was by 


R 4 far 


\ 


far too numerous, and would have put 
their hoſpitality to too ſevere a trial. 


£ 
wy . . 


After a night's refreſhment at Martigny, 
we looked with ſome degree of impatience 
for the cabriolets, which had been ordered 
to meet us there. We all talked with rap- 
ture of the ſublime ſcenes from which we 
had deſcended; yet nobody regretted that 
che reſt of the journey was to be performed 
on plain ground. The cabriolets arriving 
the ſame forenoon, we ſet out by the em- 
bouc hure, which leads to St. Maurice. 8 


That immenſe rampart of mountains 
which ſurrounds the Vallais at every other 
part, is cut through here, which renders 


that country acceſſible to the inhabitants of 
the canton of Bern. This opening has 
the appearance of a vaſt and magnifi- 


cent avenue, on each ſide of Which a 


roy nok N. mountains are e placed, in- 


b #812 100 muffin Def get 
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ſtead of trees. It is ſome leagues in length. 

The ground is exceedingly fertile, and per- 
feckly level: Yet if an attack were ſuſpect- 
ed, this paſs could be eaſily defended by 
batteries at the bottom of the mountains 
on each ſide. Beſides, a river of conſider- 
able depth flows along, ſometimes on the 
one ſide, and ſometimes on the other, and, 
by continually croſſing the plain, ſeems to 
forbid all hoſtile incroachments. 


This little ſpot, the country of the Val- 


laiſans, which comprehends the valley above 


deſcribed, the mountains that ſurround it, 
and ftretch on one ſide all the way to the 
lake, including three or four towns and 
many villages, is a diſtri, governed by its 
own laws and magiſtrates, i in alliance with, 
but independent of, the Swiſs cantons, or 
any.other power. The religion 1s popery, 
and the form of government democratic.— 
It ſeems to have been imagined by Nature 
as a laſt aſylum for that divinity, without 
15 | whoſe 
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whoſe influence all her other gifts are of 
ſmall value. Should the rapacious hand of 
deſpotiſm ever cruſh the rights of man- 
kind, and overturn the altars of FREEDOM, 
in every other country in Europe, a choſen 
people may here prelerre. the true minis 


a#3i 4 


beyond the 1 


In the middle o of the opening above men- 
tioned, about four leagues from Martigny, 
between two high mountains, and at the 
ſide of the Rhone, is ſituated the little town 
of St. Maurice, which guards this FOIFange 
into the lower Vallais. 


_ Having paſſed a bridge at this town, 
which divides the country of the Vallaiſans 
from the canton of Bern, we proceeded to 
Bex, a village remarkable for its delight- 
ful ſituation, and for the ſalt- works which, 
are near it. After dinner, we viſited theſe, 
We entered the largeſt, faline by a paſſage 

als, 4 1 85 cut 
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cut out of the ſolid rock, of a ſufficient 
height and breadth to allow a man to walk 
with eaſe. „ 
Travellers who have the curiofity to ex- 
plore theſe gloomy abodes, are previouſly 
furniſhed with lighted lamps or torches, 
and dreſſed in a coarſe habit, to defend them 
from the ſlimy drippings which fall from 
che roof and ſides of the paſſage. . 


Upon arriving at the reſervoir of ſalt 
water, which is about three quarters of a 
mile from the entrance, I was ſeized with 
a nauſea, from the diſagreeable ſmell of the 
place, and returned with all poſſible ex pe- 
dition to the open air, leaving my compa- 
nions to puſh their reſearches as far as they 
pleaſed. They remained a conſiderable 
time after me. What ſatisfaction they re- 
ceived within, I ſhall not take upon me 
to determine; but I never ſaw a ſet of 
people make a more melancholy exit; with 


* 


their 
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their greaſy frocks, their torches, their 
ſmoky, woe-begone countenances, they 


put me in mind of a proceſſion of con- 
demned heretics, walking to the flames, at ; 
an Auto de Fe at Liſbon. | 


| Mavic recovered their looks and ſpirits 
at the inn at Bex, they aſſured me, that the 
curioſities they had ſeen during their ſub- 
terraneous progreſs, particularly after my 
ſeceſſion, were more worthy of obſervation 
than any thing we had met with ſince we 


| had left Geneva; and they all adviſed me, 


with affected ſeriouſneſs, to return and com- 
plete the * viſit which I had left 


unfiniſhed. 


Next morning our company divided, the 
D— of H- and Mr. G chuling to 
return by Vevay and Lauſanne. Mr. U—; 
Mr. K—, and myſelf, went by the other 
fide of the lake of Geneva. They took 
with them the two chaiſes, and we pro- 
ceeded 
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We left Bex early in the morning, paſſ- 
ing through Aigle, a thriving little town, 
whoſe houſes are built of a white marble 
found in the neighbourhood.— The ideas 
of gloom and wretchedneſs, as well as of 
magnificence, had ſomehow been linked 
in my mind with this ſubſtance.—I don't / 
know whether this has been owing to its * 
being uſed in tombs and monuments;—or 

to my having obſerved, that the houſes 
moſt profuſely ornamented by it are ſo often 
the manſions of dulneſs and diſcontent. — 
Whatever gave riſe to this connection 
of ideas, the appearance of the inhabit- 
ants of Aigle was well calculated to cure 
me of the prejudice; for although the 
meaneſt houſes in this poor little town are 
built of marble, yet in the courſe of my 
life I never beheld leſs care and more ſatis- 
factipn in the countenances of any ſet of 


people. 
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ales n Aigle, we croſſed the 
Rhone in boats. It is broader at this ferry, 


GE ee on RS" 


N 
2 
0 
q 
+: 
i 
þ 
Jt 
wy 
10 
H 
5 
"i 
ar 
» Vi x 
- $375 
15 
i 
þ 
4; 
[ 
( 
iQ 
6 

15 1 
K 

; 


254 VIEW OF SOCIETY AND 


people. An appearance of eaſe and con- 
tent not only prevails here, but all over 
een. 


% 


than where it flows from the lake of Ge- 


-neva: As ſoon as we arrived on the other 


fide, we were again in the dominions of 
the Vallaiſans, which extend on this fide all 


the Sie to the lake. 


We had a delightful ride to St. Gingo, 


where we dined, and remained ſeveral 
hours to refreſh our horſes, Though it 


was Sunday, there was a fair at this town, 
to which ſuch a concourſe of people had 


reſorted from the Pays de Vallais, the can- 
ton of Bern, and from Savoy, that we 


could not without difficulty find a room to 
dine 3 in. 


The 
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The dreſs of the young Vallaiſannes is 
remarkably pictureſque. ' A little ſilk hat, 
fixed on one ſide of the head, from which 
a bunch of ribbons hangs negligently, with 
a jacket very advantageous to the ſhape, 
gives them a ſmart air, and is upon the 
whole more becoming than the dreſs of the 


common people in * country I have yet 
ſeen. . 


A little beyond St. Gingo, we entered 
the dukedom of Savoy. The road is here 
eut out of the lofty rocks which rife from 
the lake of Geneva. It muſt be paſſed with 
caution, being exceedingly narrow, and no 
fence to prevent the traveller from falling 
over a very high precipice into the lake, in 
eaſe his horſe ſhould ſtart to one ſide. 


At ſome places this narrow road is ren- 
dered fill more dangerous by fragments 
which have fallen from the mountains 
| above, and have impaired and almoſt de- 

*! ſtroyed 
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ſtroyed the path. At thoſe places we were 
obliged to diſmount, and lead our horſes, 
with great attention, over rubbiſh | and 
broken rocks, till we gained thoſe parts. of - 
the road which were intire. 


* 
8 


The ſight of Meillerie brought to my 


remembrance the charming letters of Rouſ- 


ſeau's two lovers. This recollection filled 
me with a pleaſing enthuſiaſm. I ſought 


with my eyes, and imagined I diſcovered 


the identical place where St. Preux ſat with 
his teleſcope to view the habitation- of his 
beloved Julia.—I traced in my imagination 
his route, when he ſprung from rock to 


rock after one of her letters, which a ſud- 


den guſt of wind had ſnatched from his 
hands.—1 marked the point at which the 
two lovers embarked to return to Clarence, 
after an evening viſit to thoſe very rocks, 
when St. Preux, agonized with tender re- 
collections, and diſtracted with deſpair, was 
tempted to ſeize his miſtreſs, then the wife 

3 >. 2, nd 
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of another, and precipitate himfelf along 
with her, from the boat IE into the 
meme * the SW nn 
n circumſtance of chat aids n 
came freſh into my mind. I felt myſelf on 
a kind of claſſic ground, and experienced 
that the eloquence of that inimitable writer 
had given me. an intereſt in the landſcape 
before my eyes, beyond that which its own 
natural beauties could have effected. 


Having left the romantic rocks of Meil- 
lerie behind, we deſcended to a fertile 
plain, almoſt on a level with the lake, 
along which the road runs, flanked with ; 
rows of fine tall trees all the way to Evian, 
an agreeable little town, renowned for its 
mineral waters. Here we met'with many 
of our Geneva acquaintances of both ſexes, 
who had come, under pretence of drinking 
the waters, to amuſe themſelves in ea de- 
— retreat. | 
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We next proteaded to Tonon, a moſt re- 
Jigious city, if we may judge by the num- 
ber of churches and monaſteries which it 
contains. The number of inhabitants are 
calculated at ſix or ſeven thouſand, and 
every ſeventh perſon I faw wore the uni- 
form of ſome religious order. After this, 
J was not greatly ſurpriſed to perceive 


every ſymptom. of poverty * the lay 
Aghaþitants. 02 em 0 uli! overt 


s Pk” | M4 % 4 


Ia 


"a beſyoke Win e has at this 
place, we went and viſited the convent 
of Carthuſians at Repaille, which is at a 
little diſtance. hs 
It was here that a Duke of Savoy, after 
a fortunate reign, aſſumed the character f 
a, hermit, and lived with the fathers, a life 
of piety, and mortification, . according to 
ſome; of voluptuouſneſs and policy, ag- 
gording to others. What we are well aſ- 
ured, of 3 is, that. ba was in a ſhort.,hume 
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elected Popes by the council of Baſil, which 
dignity! he was obliged to relinquiſlv nint 7 
years after, having firſt made very honour- 
able conditions for himſelf. After this, he 
ſpent the remainder of his life with the re- 
mne of "_ OI at n 7993 


| Had he bids: Soha to chuſe any part 
of Europe for his retreat, he eould not 
have found one more agreeable than this 
which his own dominions furniſhed, 


The fathers with great politeneſs ſhewtd 
us their foreſt; their gardens, theit apart- | 
ments, and a very elegant new chapel, which 
is juſt finiſhed. They then conducted us 
into the chamber where their Sovereign had 
lived and died. They talked much of his 
genius, his benevolence, and his ſanctity. 
Wee heard them with every mark of acqui- 
eſcence, and returned to our inn, where 
tho we certainly did not faire Repaille, Im 
convinced the fleas did: As Shakeſpeare's 
5910012 | 8 2 carrier 
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carrier ſays, there was never a King in 
Chriſtendom better bit than we were, 


through the whole night. We paid for 
our entertainment, ſuch as it was, a very 
extravagant bill in the morning, and with- 
out grudging; for we conſidered, that we 
were to leave our hoſt and his family 


among a ſwarm of blood-ſuckers, Rtill 
more intolerable than fleas. 


We arrived the ſame forenoon at Geneva, 
having finiſhed a tour in which a greater 
variety of ſublime and intereſting objects 
offer themſelves to the contemplation of 
the traveller, than can be found in any 


other part of the globe of the ſame extent. 


Jam, &c. 
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LETTER XXIX. 


Geneva. 

Am not ſurpriſed that your inquiries of 

late entirely regard the philoſopher of 
Ferney. This extraordinary perſon has 
contrived to excite more curioſity, and to 
retain the attention of Europe for a longer 
ſpace of time, than any other man this age 
has produced, monarchs and heroes in- 
cluded Even the moſt trivial anecdote 
relating to him ſeems, in ſome degrees” t to 
intereſt the Public. 


Since I have been in this country, I 
have had frequent opportunities of con- 
verſing with him, and ſtill more with thoſe 
who have lived in intimacy with him for 
. years; ſo that, whatever remarks I 
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may ſend you on this ſubject, are founded 
either on my own obſervation, or on that 
of the moſt candid and intelligent of his 
eee 

He ** RIES and admirers here, as 
he has every where elſe; and not ny 
N both united in the lang _ 1. 


The firſt des which has 1 tſelf 
to all who have attempted a deſcription of | 
his perſon, is that of a ſkeleton, In as far 
a8 this implies exceſhve leanneſs, it is juſt; 
but it myſt be remembered, that this ſkes 
leton, this mere compoſition of {kig and 
bone, has a look of more ſpirit and vixa- 
city, than is generally produced by fleſm 
and blood, however ER and youthy 
_ HEY: ; = gltixslꝗ 


/ 


| FIT o 2191994 


\ The _—_ piercing eyes 1 ebe 
are thoſe of Voltaire, now in his eightieth 
year. His j n 
2818151 GS ve 
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fire a; genius, obſervation, Wee extreme 


In the morning he has a look of anxiety 
and diſcontent; but this gradually wears 
off, and after dinner he ſeems cheerful:— 
yet an air of irony never entirely forſakes 
his face, but may always be obſerved 
lurking 1 in his features, whether he frowns 
or ſmiles. 

When the weather is „ru! he 
4 an airing in his coach, with his niece; 
or with ſome of his gueſts, of whom there 
is always a ſufficient number at Ferney. 
Sometimes he ſaunters in his garden; or if 
the weather does not permit him to go 
abroad, he employs his leiſure hours in 
playing at cheſs with Pere Adam; or in 
receiving the vifits of ſtrangers, a continual 
fuceeſſion of whom attend at Ferney to 
eatell am opportunity of ſeeing fim; or in 
dlctating and reading letters; for he ſtill 
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retains correſpondents in all the countries 


of Europe, who inform him of every re- 
markable occurrence, and ſend him every 


new literary production as ſoon as it ap- 
pears. .. 


JIE 18 


ſpent i in his ſtudy; and whether he reads 


5 himſelf, or liſtens to another, he always has 
a pen in his hand, to take notes, or make 


remarks. 


1 7 4 175 
einn „ 1 


Compofition is his principal amuſement. 


No author who writes for daily bread, no 


young poet ardent for diſtinction, is more 
aſſiduous with his pen, or more anxious for 


freſh fame, than the wealthy and applauded : 


e of Ferney. 


701 


4 x f 
» #$I\#13+344#5 
* 


takes care always to keep a good cook. He 


bas generally two or three viſitors from Paris, 


who ſtay with him a month or | ix weeks 
at 


* 


By far the . part of * time is 


. 
v5 


1 | He lives M a yery hoſpitable manner, and 


* 


f 
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at a time. -When they go, their places are 
ſoon ſupplied 3 ſo that ther e b & 4 con ſtant 


rotation of ſociety at Ferney. Theſe, with 
Voltaire's own family, and his viſitors from 
Geneva, compoſe a company of twelve or 
fourteen people, who dine daily at his table, 
whether he appears or not. For when en- 
gaged preparing ſome new production for 
the' preſs, indiſpoſed or in bad ſpirits, he 
does not dine with the company; but ſatiſ- 
fies himſelf with ſeeing them for a few 


minutes, either before or after dinner. 


All who bring recommendations from his 
friends, may depend upon being received, 
if he be not really indiſpoſed, —He often 
preſents himſelf to the ſtrangers, who aſ- 
ſemble almoſt every afternoon in his anti- 


chamber, although they bring no particular 


recommendation. But ſometimes they are 


obliged to retire without rin their eu- 
rere . Df 


As 
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As often as this happens, he is ſure: of 
being accuſed of peeviſhnels ; and a. thou · 
ſand ill natured ſtories are related, perhaps 
invented, out of revenge, becauſe he is not 
in the humour of being exhibited. like a 
dancing-bear on a holiday. It is much leſs 
ſurpriſing that he ſometimes refuſes, than 
that he ſhould comply ſo often. In him, 
this complaiſance muſt proceed ſolely from 
a deſire to oblige; for Voltaire has been ſo 
long accuſtomed to admiration, that the 
ſtare of a few ſtrangers cannot be ſuppoſed 

to afford bim much pleaſure. 


His niece, Pfade Denis, does the 
| Honours of the table, and entertains the 
company, when her uncle is not able, or 
does not chooſe to appear. She is a well⸗ 
| diſpoſed woman, who behaves with good- 
hiimour to every body, and with unremit- 
ting attention 9 ee to er uncle. 


A; * Nice © f 4 
1 „ 6 3 14 


The forenoon i is not a a proper time to viſit 


I Th: 


Voltaire, , ; He, cannot bear 10 have his 
eaTIOVW 10 92n3}91q 913 yd D938 +, hours, 
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hours of ſtudy interrupted. This alone is 
ſufficient to put him in bad humour; be- 
ſides, he is then apt to be querulous, 
whether he ſuffers by the infirmities of age 
or from ſome accidental cauſe of chagrin, 
Whatever is the reaſon, he is leſs an opti- 
miſt at that part of the day than at any 
other, lt was in the morning, probably, 
that he remarked, —que c'etoit domage 
que le quinquina ſe trouvoit en Amerique, 
ct la fie vre en nos climats. 


132 4 


Thoſe who are invited to ſupper, have 
an opportunity of ſeeing him in the moſt 
advantageous point of view. He then ex» 
erts himſelf to entertain the company, and 
ſeems, as fond of ſaying, what are called 
good things, as ever ;——and when any 
lively remark or bon mot comes from 
another, he is equally delighted, and pays 
the fulleſt tribute of applauſe. The 
ſpirit of mirth gains upon him by indul- 
gence. When ſurrounded by his friends, 
and animated by the preſence of women, 


he 
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he ſheen it to enjoy life with all the ſenſibi- 
lity of youth. His genius then ſumounts 
the reſtraints of age and infirmity, and 
flows along in a fine ſtrain of pleaſing, ſpi- 
rited obſervation, and delicate irony. 
Ido n. ; 

He has an excellent talent of adapting 
his converſation to his company.—The firſt 
time the D— of H 
turned the diſcourſe on the ancient alliance 
between the French and Scotch nations.— 
Reciting the circumſtance of one of his 
Grace's predeceſſors. having accompanied 
Mary Qucen of Scots, whoſe. heir he at 
that time was, to the court of France. 


waited on him, he 


he ſpoke of the heroic characters of his 


anceſtors, the ancient Earls of Douglas 


of the great literary reputation of ſome of 


his countrymen, then living; and men- 
tioned the names of Hume and Robertſon 


* 


in terms of high approbation. 


A Mort time e afterwards, he was "viſited 
by two Ruſſian Noblemen, who are now 
. 5 at 
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at Canon, Wali talked to Part 4 great 
deal of their Empreſs, and the flouriſhing 


Nate of their country. Formerly, ſaid 
he, your countrymen were guided by ig- 
norant prieſts.— the arts were unknown, 
and your lands lay wafte;—but now the 
arts flouriſh, and the lands are cultivated. — 
One of the young men replied, That there 
was ſtill a great proportion of barren land 
in Ruſſia. At leaſt, ſaid Voltaire, you 
muſt admit, that of Jate your country has 
been very fertile in laurels. 


His diſlike to the clergy is well known. 
This leads him to join in a very trite topic 
of abuſe with people who have no preten- 
ſion to that degree of wit which alone 
could make their railings tolerable. —The 
converſation happening to turn into this 
channel, one perſon ſaid, If you ſubſtract 
pride from prieſts, nothing will remain. 
Vous comptez donc, Monſieur, la gour- 
mandiſe, pour rien, ſaid Voltaire. 

He 
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He approves 220 more of Marmontel!s 


ö * Poetry, j than of Any poems of [that 
author's compoſition. | Speaking of tl &, 


he ſaid that Marmontel, like Moſes; could 
guide others to the Holy Land, though he 
was not allowed to enter it himſelf *, | 


Voltaire's unbecoming alluſions to the 


Sacred Writings, and his attempts to turn 


into ridicule ſome of the moſt venerable 


characters mentioned in them, are no- 


A certain perſon, who ſtammered very 


much, found means to get himſelf intro- 
duced at Ferney. He had no other te- 


commendation than the praiſes he very 
liberally beſtowed on himſelf. When 


The ſame alluſion, though probably Voltaire did not 

know it, was long ſince made by Cowley— 
Bacon like Moſes led us forth, at laſt 1 5 
The barren wilderneſs he paſ t... 
Did on the very border ftand 

Of the bleſt promiſed lang. 
And from the mountain top of his exalted wit, 
Saw it himſelf, and ſhewed us i. e112 03 
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he left the room, Voltaire: ſaid; he fuppbſed 
him to be an avanturier, un impoſteur 

Madame Denis ſaid, Impoſtors never flam- 
mer: To which Voltaire nm 
ne i * 11 0 


You muſt have heard of the aims 
| which has long ſubſiſted between Voltaire 
and Freron the Journaliſt at Paris. The 
Former was walking one day in his garden 
with a gentleman from Geneva. A toad 
crawled acroſs the road before them:—The 
gentleman, to pleaſe Voltaire, ſaid, point- 

ing at the toad, —There is a Freron, What 
can that poor animal have done to you, 
replied the Wit, to deſerve ſuch a name? 


my He 80 the Britiſh nation to a 
hogſhead of their own ſtrong beer; the 

top of which is froth, the bottom drags 
the middle excellent. 


A friend of Voltaire's 8 having 3 recom- 


mended. to his peruſal, A particular. ſyſtem 
2;] 5 5 of 
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| 8 4 „ 
of on: hints: by a while of _ 
reaſonings, by which the author diſplayed 
his own ingenuity and addreſs, without 
convincing, the mind of the reader, or 
proving any thing beſides his own elo- 
quence and ſophiſtry, aſked, ſome time 
after, the critics 2 of this per- 


5 20 
formance t 1 
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| Metaphyſical writers, replied Voltaire, - 
are like minuet-dancers; who being dreff- 
ed to the greateſt advantage, make a couple 
of bows, move through the room in the fineſt 
attitudes, diſplay all their graces, are in 
continual motion without advancing a ſtep, 
and finiſh" at the identical point from | which 
oy ſet out. 


85 This, 1 hope, will ſatisfy you for the 

preſent; in my next, I ſhall ſend you what | 
farther particulars I think worth your no- 
tice concerning this ſingular mag. —Niban 
while, [ Ing; Ke. eee eee * 
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COodered as a maſter, Voltaire appears 
in a very amiable light. He is affable, 
humane, and generous to his tenants and 
dependants. He loves to ſee them proſper; 


and takes part in their private and domeſtic 
concerns, with the attention of a patri- 


arch.—He promotes induſtry and manufac- 


tures among them, by every means he can 
deviſe: by his care and patronage alone, 
Ferney, from a wretched village, whoſe 
inhabitants were ſunk in ſloth and poverty, 


is become a flouriſhing and commodious 
little town. 


That acrimony, which appears in forms | 
of Voltaire's works, ſeems. to be excited | 
only againſt rival wits, and- cotemporary 

Vox. I. * writers, 


i View or SEE N uns = 
writers) "whe! refuſe hin that diſtinguiſhed 
place'of W to which: lis talents en- 
_ bla. 0 d verm Si gie wort Pe 3 6: of 


fo i 8 
Vi (34 It: 190) MID 23 Anis 2TO1: 158 


If he has been the author of * ſatire, 
he has alſo been the object of a great deal. 
Who has been the aggreſſor, it would-be 
difficult to determine; but it muſt be cons 
feſſed, mat where he has not been irritated 
as a writer, he appears a good-humoured 
man; and, in particular inſtances, diſplays 
d true philanthropy. ——The whole of his 
condutt reſpecting the Calas family ; his 
Protection of the Sirvens, his patronage 
gf the young lady deſcended from Cot» 
neille, and many examples, which = 


be. ente, are all of this nature. 


i — 
— 2 * 4 , . * 1 * £3 £ ; {4 — 
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Aiden FER will tl you, FR: Al: the 
buſtle he made, on theſe, and ſimilar oc. 
daſtons, proceeded from vanity 1 but in my 
mind, the man who takes pains'ts:juftify 


oppreſſed i innocence, to rouſe the indigna- 
A "os tion 


—— 
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non of mankind againſt eruelty and: to te- 
lieve indigent merit, is in reality benevdr 
lent, however vain he may be of ſuch 
actions. Such a man is unqueſtionably 
a more uſeful member of ſociety, than the 
humbleſt monk, who has no other plan in 
life; than the W out his own lalvatjou 
ics cur. 3; 4433 C 
DEN RF Mi N aft hefial 
13 Voltdire's criticiſms on the writings of 
Stakeſpear do him no honour . they be. 
ttady an ignorance of the author, whoſe 
works he ſo raſhly condemns. Shakeſpear's 
_ irregularities, and his diſregard for the uni- 
ties of the drama, are obvious to the dulleſt 
ol modern critics; but Voltaire's national 
prejudices, and his imperfe& knowledge 
of the language, render him blind to ſome 
gf; the moſt ſhining beauties of the Engliſh 
Poet; his remarks, however, though not 
always candid. nor delicate, are for the moſt 
Part lively. iSd e d nem od3 bim 
Augibni oi sn 03: nDοννανιẽÿ̈e⁰αẽio 
£1043 T 2 One 


—— 
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ters were low, yet they were natural ( 
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One evenitig at Fetney, Ahe e * 
tion happening to türm on che genius ef 
Shakeſpear,/ Voltaire expatiated on the 


impropriety and abſurdity of introducing 
low characters and vulgar dialogue into 

Tragedy; and gave many inſtances .of the 
| Engliſh bard's having offended in that pex⸗ 
ticular, even in his moſt pathetic plays. 4 


gentleman of the company, who, is a great 
admirer of Shakeſpear, obſerved, by. yay FX 
of palliation, that though thoſe charac- 


4 4 


la nature, was his expreſſion). Avec per- 
miſſion, Monſieur, replied Voltaire, mon 
gul eſt bien dans la nature, et cependant je 
n coulottes. 70 5597s; een e 
_— ar 4 be ; 5 555 2aved 

. | ad: 88 a little theatre at 
Kg own houſe, where dramatic pieces were 


repreſented by ſome of the ſociety. w 


viſited there; he himſelf generally taking 


ſome important character; but bi alt ac 
eee this was not his fort, nature having 


RG! | EFF - fitted 
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| Mted him. for .conceiving the. ſentiments, 
but not. eyeing the, eee of a 
| 9% Metritng 


— 


Me. Cramer of eue e aſſiſted 
ie theſe occaſions, —1 have often ſeen 
that geatleman act at a private theatre in 
chat city with deſerved applauſe. Very 
| ; of thoſe who have made acting the 
ſtudy and buſineſs of their lives, could have 
repreſented the characters in which he 
appeared, with more eee and 


5 = 


The NAM? Clairon herſelf has TY 
roud to tread Voltaire's domeſtic theatre, 
and to diſplay at once his genius and her 
ow . ; 


717 


© Theſe Funn entertainments af Fer- 
Ch to which many of the inhabitants of 
eva were, from time to time, invited, 
in _ probability increaſed their defire for 
ſuch amuſements, and gave the hint to a 
bank: T3 company 
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eSitipay f French comedian, to come 
sbery ſüummer to the Heighbourhodd. en 
nodw has 38S fis. IW 2009136 


As the Syndics and Council did ae. 
judge it proper to licenſe their acting, this 
company have erected a theatre at Chate- 
laine, which is on the French fide: of the 
ideal line which ſeparates that kingdom from 
the territories of the Republic, | and about 
three ale Som: the mama of Geneva. 
201 5 ob ai 
he 7 come e Fram. Savoy 
and. Switzerland to attend theſe repreſenta- 
tions ; but the company on which the 
actors chiefly depend, are the citizens of 
Geneva. The play begins at three or four 
in the afternoon, | that the ſpectators may 


have time to return before the 5 of 
the gates. ih 


a : 175 
4 > ; 1 : x x % a r v bes : CI 4 
} oy 3 1 . F 4 * 1 4 « $99); 4 A664. 4 2 * 297 8 f = OO 
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hte been frequently at this theatre. 
MY performers a are moderately good. "The 
admired Le Kain, who is now at Fer- 
5 Ne le on a viſit to Vohaite, ſometimes ex- 
O95 i 5 | hibits : - 
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bibits: but when. 1. go, m chief, induce- 
ment is to. ſee Voltaire, who. generally 
attends when Le Kain acts, and when 
one of his own ne to be _ 
n 0190 909317 03 een rh 
18 . sn! CCC 
iE f e the e and behind 5 
ſcenes; but fo as to be ſeen by a great part 
of the audience. He takes as much in- 
tereſt in the repreſentation, as if his own 
character depended on the performance. 
He ſeems perfectly chagrined and diſguſted 
when any of the actors commit a miſtake; 
| and when he thinks they perform well, 
never fails to mark his approbation with 9 


the violence of voice and "polling 


ke enters into Uke Feigned diireſſes *r 
the piece with every ſymptom of” real 
emotion, and even ſheds. tears with the 
ae of a ag my for the firſt time 


- _ *, 1411 2 


331 4 ave 
0 2) 10 es 
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Abhang ſepetimes fat near: him during 
the. Whole enter Nertainment, obſerving with 
e ehen net. of e e 
mould, e er might have oon: 
ſiderably blunted every ſenſation, particu- 
larly thoſe, occaſioned by the fictitious dif- 
treſſes of the drama, to Which he has been 
: eee n his youth. 307 304 inan 
Si a SHB voy s. 2507 

„The e repreſented ia 
wrote by himſelf, is another cireumſtante 
which, in my opinion, ſhould naturally 
tend to prevent their effect on him. Some 
people indeed aſſert chat this, ſo far from 
diminiſhing, is the real cauſe of all his 
ſenſibility; and they urge as a proof of 
this aſſertion, that he attends the theatre 
only when ſome of his own. _— are to 
__ 5.23 etoit:, ono; D867 ide s 
That * mould ks 8 en to ns | 
his own tragedies repreſented than any 
orqqsH others, 
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otliers 18 nnttral; but T 60 ft ready cm- 
prehengl, how de can be more tally moved 
and deceived, by diſtreſſes, which he him 2 
{elf invented. Vet this degtee of decep- 
tion ſeems neceſſary to make à man ſhed 
tears. While theſe tears are flowing, he 
muſt believe the woes he weeps are teal; 
he muſt have been fo far deceived by the 
cunning of the ſcene, as to have forgot that - 
he was in a playhouſe. The moment he 
xecolleQts that the whole is Aion his "oa 
3 muſt — ee eim 
VIE" act LES 95 en GLOW 
I ſhould be 1 8 to ee vol 
| taire preſent at the repreſentation of ſome 
of Corneille or Racine's tragedies, that I 
might obſerve whether he would diſcovet 
more or leſs ſenſibility than he has done at 
his o6n. We ſhould then be able to 
aſcertain this curious, diſputed point, whe 
ther his ſympathy regarded the piece or the 


o - ; 4 
. P A b * * * 8 
* » FF © g 10 ie * FD N $2, 5 7 L 
> - — "a g 17 -Þ - 939 — 1 1 7 1 8 1 " 
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Happy. 
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eck af Hh this, exgraghdinary, man had 
confined: his genius to its native home, 19 
the walks which the muſes love, and where 
he; has always. been received with diſtin- 
5 hed honour, and that he had never der 
Mated from theſe, into the thorny: paths of 
controverſy. For vrhile he attacked the ty» 
rants and oppreſſors of mankind, and thoſe 
who have perverted the benevolent nature 
of Chriſtianity to the moſt ſelfiſh' and ma- 
lignant purpoſes, it is for ever to be regret- 
ted, that he allowed the ſhafts of his ridi: 
cule to e ** * Chriſtian reNgIO 


F . 139 1 


hy 1 in ies he hog: not quly 
ſhocked the pious, but even diſguſted infi- 
| dels, who accuſe him of borrowing from 
himſelf, and repeating the ſame argument 


in various publications ; and ſeem as tired 
of 1 the ſtale ſneer againſt the. Chriſtian | doc: 


evo as of the dulleſt and moſt. redious 
| ſermons in ſupport of them. 


210 1 FY : Voltaire's 
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Voltaire behaviour during ſickiieſs has 

deen repreſented in very oppoſite lights“ 1 
have heard much of his great contrition 
and repentance, when he had reaſon to be- 
lieve his end approaching. FTheſe ftories, 
had they been true, would have proved, 
that his infidelity was affectation, and that 
he 1 e nod Chriſtian in his . 


| NH 


1 own 1 could never give any credit to 
ſuch reports; for though I have frequently | 
mer with vain young men, who have given | 
themſelves airs of free-thinking, while in 
reality they were even ſuperſtitious, yet I 
never could underſtand what a man like | 
Voltaire, or any 1 man of common under- 
landing, could propoſe to himſelf by fach | 
abſurd affectation. To pretend to defj piſe 
What we really revere, and to treat as hu 5 
man, what we believe to be divine, is cer- 


taimy, of all kinds of ee the wel 
unpardonable. | TEES: 42 my 


Tas 
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-f wasatifoime-pai 


ter ;/and Ihave been 8 . 


hate lived during. many years in familiarity 
with him, that all theſe flories-are without 
fou ndation. * They declared; that although 


he was unwilling to quit the enjoyment 


of life, and uſed the means of preferving 


health, he ſeemed no way afraid of the 
conſequences of dying. That he never diſ- 

covered, either in health or ſickneſs, any 5 
remorſe: for the works imputed ta him 
againſt the Chriſtian religion. That, on 
the contrary, he was blinded to ſuch a de- 
gree; as to expreſs uncaſinefs at the thoughts 
of dying before fome of them, in which mM | 
Was at that time  engiged, were finiſhed. 


- Though this conduct is not to 1 juſtified 
upon any ſuppoſition; yet there is more con- 
ſiſtency, and, in my opinion, leſs wicked- 
neſs in it, if we admit the account which 


his friends give, than there would be in his 


e at once againſt the eftabliſhed opi- 
| mions 


LY 
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nions of mankind, the conviction of his 
own conſcience, and the inſprrations-of: the 
Deity, merely to acquire the is — A 
few miſtaken infidels. tie 3833 md dive 


6 h 7 
ws CET —— 3 4 —— — + L 


However erroneous he may have been, | 
I cannot ſuſpect him of ſuch abſurdity; 
On the contrary, I 1 imagine, that as ſoon as 
he is convinced of the truths of Chriſtianity, 
he will openly avow his opinion, in health 


as in MR, uniformly, to his laſt mo- 
ment. 
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JN obedience to your requeſt, 1 fall gh give 
CIT 2575 C9 TEIN 
you my opinion freely with regard to, 


10 1 4 40 


Hy 's ſcheme of ſending his two 


ute | 11 
Toks to be educated at Geneva. Sp 
Patt Of ex 


The oldeſt, if I remember right, is not 
more than nine years of age; and they have 
advanced no farther in their education than 
being able to read Engliſh tolerably well. 
His lordſhip's idea is, that when they mall 
have acquired a perfect xnowledge of the 
French language, they may be taught Latin 
through the medium of that language, and 
purſue Wy other Pace fo that may 'bethobght 


24 atten ella lib feier 
proper Geng age e 

1900 8708 to etnnuν,j,jʒ aof ye” is 40 S visa 
5 | | have 


I have attended to his Lordſhip's objec- 
tions againſt the public ſchools in England, 
and after due conſideration, and weighing 
every circumſtance, I remain of opinion, 
that no country but Great Britain is proper 

for the education of a Britiſh ſubject, who 
propoſes to paſs his lifein his 'own country, 
The moſt important point, in my mind, to 
be ſecured i in the education of a young man 


of rank of our country, is to make him an 


Engliſhman; and this can be done no- 
here ſo effectually as in a England, 


1 


"He will there acquire thoſe ſentiments, 
that particular taſte and turn of mind, which 
will make him prefer the government, and 
reliſh, the manners, the diverſions, and ge- 


neral Pap: of fs: which e in Edgy 
Were e be, 
bu n f. 8510 | 2150107 
He will, n acquire. e charger, 
Which diſtinguiſhes Engliſhmen from the 


natives of all the other countries of Europe, 
Qved 1 


51447 


and 
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and which once attained, however it may 
be afterwards embelliſhed or deformed, « can 
never "uy n ellacod. | 

it i could be POT chat W 
is not the moſt amiable, it does not follow 
that it is not the moſt expedient. It is 
ſuſſicient, that it is upon the whole moſt 
approved of in England. For I hold it as 
indiſputable, that the good opinion of a 
man s countrymen is of more importance 
to him than that of all the reſt of man- 
kind: Indeed, without the firſt, he * 
. can enjoy the other. 

n þ a. that, | by 3 foreign 
. education, all ridiculous Engliſh prejudices 
will be avoided. - This may be true; - but 
other prejudices, perhaps as ridiculous, and 
much more detrimental, will be formed, 
The firſt cannot be attended with many in- 
eonveniencies;- the ſecond may render the 
dan 4 N | try 
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try when they returz abid diſügrecible to 
their. countrymen mn of Weir De. 


F- 3 Fe. : 1 1443 50 


„ „ 


It is true, that the Fritich manners are 
adopted in almoft every country of Europe : 
they prevail all over Germany and the 
northern courts. They are gaining ground, 
though with a flower pace, in Spain, and in 
the Italian ſtates.— This is not the caſe in 

| England, —The Engliſh manners are uni- 
verſal in the provinces, prevail in the capi- | 
tal, and are to be found uncontaminated | 
even at court. e ee 


In all the countries above mentioned, the 


body of the people behold this preference 
to foreign manners with diſguſt. But in 
all thoſe countries, the ſentiments of the 

people are diſregarded; whereas, in Eng- 
land, popularity is of real importance; and 

the higher a man's __ 15 the more as oy | 
feel the _ of it. 1 | 
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Beſides, a prejudice againſt French man- 
ners is not confined to the lower ranks- in 
England lt is diffuſed over the whole 
nation. Even thoſe who have none of the 
uſual prejudices ;—who do all manner of 
juſtice to the talents and ingenuity of their 
neighbours ;—who approve of French man- 
ners in French people; yet cannot ſuffer 
them when grafted on their countrymen. 

Should an Engliſh gentleman think this 
| kind of grafting at all admiſſible, it will be 
in ſome of the loweſt claſſes with whom he 
is connected, as his tailor, barber, valet- 
de-chambre, or cook ;—but never in his 
friend. 


I can ſcarcely remember an inſtance of 
an Engliſhman of faſhion, who has evinced 
in his dreſs or ſtyle of living a preference 
to French manners, who did not loſe by it 

in the opinion of his countrymen. ' 


What I have ſaid of French manners is 
applicable to foreign manners in general, 
| which 
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which are all in ſome degree French, and 
the particular differences are not diſtin- 
guiſhed by the Engliſh. 


The ſentiments of the citizens of Geneva 
are more analogous in many reſpects to the 
turn of thinking in England, than to the 
general opinions in France. Yet a Gene- 
vois in London will univerſally paſs for a 
Frenchman. 


An Engliſh boy, ſent to Geneva at an 
early period of life, and remaining there 
ſix or ſeven years, if his parents be not 
along with him, will probably, in the eyes 
of the Engliſh, appear a kind of French- 
man all his life after. This is an inconve- 
nience which ought to be avoided with the 
greateſt attention. 


With regard to the. objections againſt 
public ſchools, they are in many reſpects 
applicable to thoſe of every country. But 
I freely own, they never appeared to me 

"FN ſufficient 
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fufficient to overbalance the advantages 
which attend that method of education ; 


particularly as it is conducted in — | 


Public ſchools. 


T have perceived a certain hardihood and 
manlineſs of character in boys who have 


had a public education, ſuperior to hat 


appears in thoſe of the ſame age educated 
privately. 


At a public ſchool, though a general at- 
tention is paid to the whole, in many par- 
ticulars each boy is neceſſitated to decide 
and act for himſelf. His reputation among 
his companions depends ſolely on his own. 
conduct. This gradually ſtrengthens the 


mind, inſpires firmneſs and deciſion, and 


prevents that waverin g imbecility obſervable 


in thoſe who have been long accuſtomed 


to rely upon the alliſtance and + cored of 
others. y 


The 
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The original impreſſions which ſink into 
the heart and mind, and form the charac- 
ter, never change. The objects of our at- 
tention vary in the different periods of life. 
— This is ſometimes miſtaken for a change 
of character, which in reality remains eſ- 
ſentially the ſame.—He who is reſerved, 
deceitful, cruel, or avaricious, when a boy, 
will not, in any future period of life, be- 
come open, faithful, compaſſionate, or 
generous. 


The young mind has, at a public ſchool, 
the beſt chance of receiving thoſe ſenti- 
ments which incline the heart to friend- 
| ſhip, and correct ſelfiſhneſs. They are 
drawn in by obſervation, which is infinitely 
more powerful than precept. - 


A boy perceives, that courage, genero- 
ſity, gratitude, command the eſteem and 
applauſe of all his companions. -He che- 
riſhes theſe qualities in his own breaſt, and 
endeavours to connect himſelf in friendſhip 
U 3 with 
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with thoſe who poſſeſs them.— He ſees that 
meanneſs of ſpirit, ingratitude, and per- 
fidy, are the objects of deteſtation.— He 
ſhuns the boys who diſplay any indications | 
of theſe odious qualities. What is the ob- 
ject of contempt or applauſe to his ſchool- 
fellows he will endeavour to graft into, or 
eradicate from, his own character, with ten 
thouſand times more eagerneſs than that 


which was applauded and cenſured FR his 
tutor or parents. 


The admonitions of theſe laſt have pro- 
bably loſt their effect by frequent repeti- 
tion; or he may imagine their maxims are 
only applicable to a former age, and to 
manners which are obſolete. But he feels 
e ſentiments of his companions affect his 
reputation and fame in the moſt ſenſible 
manner. | | . 


7 In all the countries of Europe, England 
excepted, ſuch a deference is paid to boys 
of rank at the public ſchools, that emula- 


tion, 


MANNERS IN FRANCE, &c. 295 


tion, the chief ſpur to diligence, is greatly 
blunted. —The boys in the middle rank of 
life are depreſſed by the inſolence of their 
titled companions, which they are not al- 
lowed to correct or retaliate.——This has 
the worſt effect on the minds of both, by 
rendering theſe more inſolent, and thoſe 
more abject. 1 


The public ſchools in England diſdain 
this mean partiality; and are, on that ac- 
count, peculiarly uſeful. to boys of high 
rank and great fortune. Theſe young people 
are exceedingly apt to imbibe falſe ideas of 
their own importance, which in thoſe im- 
partial ſeminaries will be perfectly aſcer- 
tained, and the real merit of the youths 
weighed in juſter ſcales than are generally 
to be found in a parent's houſe. 


The young peer will be taught by the 
maſters, and ſtill more effectually by his 
comrades, this moſt uſeful of all leffons,— 


U4 ta 
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to expe diſtinQion and eſteem from per- 
ſonal qualities only; ; becauſe no other can 
make him eſtimable, or even ſave him from 
contempt Ae will ſee a dunce of high 
rank flogged with as little ceremony as the 
ſon of a tailor; and the richeſt coward 

kicked about by his companions equally 
with the pooreſt poltroon.— He will ſind 
that diligence, genius, and ſpirit, are the 
true ſources of ſuperiority and applauſe, 
both within and without the ſchool. 


The active . of emulation, when 
allowed full play, as in the chief ſchools in 
England, operates in various ways, and al- 


—lf a boy finds 
that he falls beneath his companions in 


ways with a good effect, 


literary merit, he will endeavour to excel 
them in intrepidity, or ſome other accom - 
pliſhment. If he be brought to diſgrace 
for neglecting his exerciſe, he will try to 
ſave himſelf from contempt by the firmneſs. 
with which he bears his puniſhment. 
n The 
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The liflefſneſs and indolence to be found 
ſo frequently among our young people of 
rank, are not to be imputed to their educa» 
tion at a public ſchool, which in reality 
has the greateſt tendency to countera& 
theſe habits, and often does ſo, and gives an, 


energy to the mind which remains through 


life. 


Thoſe wretched qualities creep on after - 
wards, when the youths become their own 


maſters, and have enfeebled their minds 


by indulging in all the pleaſures which 


fortune puts in their Power, and luxury 


preſents. 


| Upon the whole, I am clearly of opinion, 
that the earlieſt period of every Engliſh- 
man's education, during which the mind 
receives the moſt laſting impreſſions, ow” 


to be 1 in England, 


If, however, the opinion of relations, o or 


any peculiarity in ſituation, prevents his 


being 


1 
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being educated ar home, Geneva ſhould be 
preferred to any other place. Or if, by 
ſome neglect, either of his own or his 
parents, a young Engliſh gentleman of for- 
tune has allowed the firſt years of youth 
to fly unimproved, and has attained the age 
of ſeventeen or eighteen with little literary 
knowledge, I know no place where he may 
have a better chance of recovering what he 
has loſt than in this city. He may have a 
choice of men of eminence, in every branch 
of literature, to aſſiſt him in his ſtudies, a 
great proportion of whom are men of 1 
nius, and as amiable in their manners as 
they are eminent in their particular ro- 
feſſions. | 97 


He will have conſtant opportunities of 
being in company with very ingenious 
people, whoſe thoughts and converſation 
turn upon literary ſubjects. In ſuch ſo- 
ciety, a young man will feel che neceſſity of 
ſome degree of ſtudy. This will gradually 

e | form 


MANNERS IN FRANCE, e. 5 


form a taſte for knowledge, which * may! re- 
main 0 12 e TY "TOY 

It may alſo be numbered among thi ad- 
vantages of this place, that there are few 
objects of diſſipation, and hardly any 
ſources of amuſement, beſides thoſe derived 
from the natural beauties of the country, 
and from an intimacy with a people by 
whoſe converſation a young man can ſcarce' 
fail to improve. | 


iP, 8. An Engliſh achlemain and * ber 
td taken the reſolution of educating 
their ſon at Geneva, attended him hither, 
and have effectually prevented the incon - 
veniencies above mentioned, by remaining 
with him for ſeven or eight years. 


The hoſpitality, generoſity, and bene vo- 
lent diſpoſition of his family had acquired 
them the higheſt degree of popularity. I 
ſaw them leave the place. Their carriage 
could wih difficulty move through the 

multitude, 


Fd 
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multitude, who were. aſſembled in the 
ſtreets Numbers of the poorer ſort, 
who had been relieved by their ſecret cha- 


rity, unable longer to obey the injunctions 


of their benefaQors, proclaimed their gra- 


The young gentleman. was obliged ta 
come out again and again to his old friends 
and companions, who preſſed around the 
coach to bid them farewel, and expreſs their 
ſorrow for his departure, and their wiſhes 
for his proſperity. The eyes of the parents 


overflowed with tears of happineſs; and the 


whole family carried along with them the 
affections of the greater part, and the eſteem 
of all the citizens. 
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| Geneva. 
QUICIDE is very frequent at Geneva, E 
am told this has been the caſe ever ſince 

the oldeft people in the republic can re- 
member; that there is reaſon to believe, 
that it happens oftener here, in proportion 
to the number of inhabitants, than in Eng- 
land, or in any other country in Europe. 


The multiplicity of inſtances which has 
occurred ſince I have been here is aſtoniſh- 
ing. Two that have happened very lately 
are remarkable for the peculiar circum- 
ſtances which accompanied them. : 


The firſt was occaſioned by a ſudden and 
unaccountable fit of deſpair, which ſeized 
the ſon of one of the wealthieſt and moſt 


5 reeſpectable 
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reſpectable citizens of the republic. This 
young gentleman had, in appearance, every 


reaſon to be ſatisfied with his lot. He was 


handſome, and in the vigour of youth, 


married to a woman of an excellent cha- 
rafter, who had brought him a great for- 
tune, and by whom he was the father of a 


fine child. In the midſt of all theſe bleſſings, 


ſurrounded by every thing which could in- 
ſpire a man with an attachment to life, 
he felt it inſupportable, and without any 


obvious cauſe of chagrin, determined to 
er himſelf. 


ene led ſome hours with his mo- 
ther, a moſt valuable woman, and with his, 
wife and child, he left them in apparetit 


good - humour, went into another room, ap- 


plied the muzzle of a muſket to his fore- 
head, thruſt back the trigger with his toe, 
and blew out his brains, in the hearing of 
the unſuſpecting company he had juſt 


: The 
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The ſecond inſtance, is that of a black- 
ſmith, who, taking the ſame fatal reſolu- 
tion, and not having any convenient inſtru- 
ment at hand, charged an old gun-barrel 
with a brace of bullets, and putting one 
end into the fire of his forge, tied a ſtring 
to the handle of the bellows, by pulling of 
which he could make them play, while he 
was at a convenient diſtance. Kneeling 
down, he then placed his head near the 
mouth of the barrel, and moving the bel- 
lows by means of the firing, they blew up 
the fire, he keeping his head with aſtoniſh- 
ing firmneſs, and horrible deliberation, in 
that poſition, till the farther end of the 
barrel was ſo heated as to kindle the pow- 
der, whoſe exploſion inſtantly drove the 
bullets through his brains. 


Though I know that this happened li- 
terally as I have related, yet there is 
ſomething lo extraordinary, and almoſt in- 
credible, in the circumſtances, that perhaps 

I ſhould 


304 VIEW; OF-SOCIEPTY 
I ſhould-not have mentioned it, had it not 


| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
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been well atteſted, and known to the inhas 


bitants of Geneva, and all the Eogliſ who 
are at preſent here. . 


; Why ſuicide is more frequent in Great- 


Britain and Geneva than elſewhere, would 


be a matter of curious inveſtigation, For it 


appears very extraordinary, that men ſhould 


be moſt inclined to kill themſelves in coun- 
tries where the bleſſings of life are beſt 


ſecured. There muſt be ſome ſtrong and 
peculiar cauſe for an effect 1 prepoſterous. 


Before coming here, I was of opinion, 


that the frequency of ſuicide in England 


was occaſioned in a great meaſure by the 
ſtormy and unequal climate, which, while 
it clouds the ſky, throws alſo a gloom over 
the minds of the natives. To this cauſe, 
foreigners generally add, that of the "hg: of | 
coal, inſtead of ” for fuel. "LAS 


* 


I reſted 
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I reſted ſatisfied with ſome vague theory; 
built on theſe taken together :—But nei- 
ther can account for the ſame effect at Ge- 
neva, where coal is not uſed; and where 
the climate is the ſame with that in Swit- 
zerland, Savoy, and the neighbouring parts 
of France, where inſtances of ſuicide are 
certainly: much more rare. 


Without preſuming to decide what are 
the remote cauſes of this fatal propenſity, 
it appears evident to me, that no reaſoning 
can have the ſmalleſt force in preventing 
it, but what is founded upon the ſoul's im- 
mortality and a future ſtate, What effect 
can the common arguments have on a man 
who does not believe that neceſlary and im- 
portant doctrine?— He may be told, that 
he did not give himſelf life, therefore he 
has no right to take it away; — that he is a 

centinel on a poſt, and ought to remain till 
he is relieved ;——what is all this to the 


2 £ 
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man who thinks he, is never to bequeſ- 
— 
„n % bam 312 1 (103454 2 188107 
If you attempt to pique this ate 
by aſſerting, that it is a greater proof of 
courage to bear the ills of life, than to: flee 
from them; he will anſwer: you from the 
Roman hiſtory, and aſk, Whether Cato, 
N al N Brutus, were M ? 


* % 3 #4080" To 0 x 7 
18001 i Al e 


ve The great WE of the eee 
to colin been convinced, that no law or 
argument againſt ſuicide could have any 
influence on the minds of people who were 
ignorant of the ſoul's immortality ; z "and 
therefore, as he did not think it neceſſary 
to inſtruct them in the one (for realor F 
which the Biſhop of Glouceſter has un- 
folded in his treatiſe on the Divine Legation 


of Moſes), he alſo thought it ſuperfluous 
10 — any expreſs law againſt the 
other Umos 20181715318 Ds 7b 203 S HE 
i570. aim pd 0) nuf ned be 
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Thoſe philoſophers, therefore, who have 
endeavoured to ſhake this great and im- 
portant conviction from the minds of men, 
have thereby opened a door to ſuicide! as 
well as to other crimes, —For, whoever rea- 
ſons againſt that, without founding upon 
the doftrine of a future aaron wilt — 
allhis W overturned. mor 


? dis BW OT 


= muſt be $a oe A that 
in many caſes this queſtion is. decided by 
men's feelings, neee of . 
of any kind. e e einge 


» & .£ a> 
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Nen 


Nature has 1 not truſted a matter _ b 
great importance entirely to the fallible 
reaſon of man; but has planted in the 
human breaſt ſuch a love of life, and horror 
4 death, as ſeldom can be overcome ever 
by the greateſt misfortunes, | 5 


1 * ff 7 5 — a 0 4 . 5 5 P . 18 


* 
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But chere is a diſcaſe which b bmelmes 
affects the body, and afterwards commuti- 
cates its baneful influence to the mind, over 

R 2 Which 


12W06?$0CrteTy" ANB 


which it hangs ſuch a cloud of. horrors as 
renders life abſolutely inſupportable. In 
this dreadful ſtate, every pleaſing idea is 
baniſhed, and all the ſources of comfort 
in life are poiſoned. Neither fortune, 
honours, friends, nor family, can afford the 
ſmalleſt ſatisfaction. ——Hope, the laſt pil - 
lar of the wretched; falls to the ground— 
_ - Deſpair lays hold of the abandoned ſufferer | 
hen all reaſoning becomes vain 
Even arguments of religion have no weight, 
and the poor creature embraces death as 
his only friend, which, as he thinks, may 
terminate, but cannot augment, his rico 


ith 


lam, Ke. IH 


© © 


u . 84 Vo need not write till you hear 
| ©. me again, as I think it is probable 
That we ſhall have left this place before 


aur, letter could arri. ko öde 


wr YY 4 | a * : » a» "I 5 1 | ** 4 - . 7 ” Int 
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Wh 
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| | Lauſanre, 4 


HE D— of H- PEN deſire 
bird aka ſome of the German Courts, 
we bade adieu to our friends at Geneva, 
and are thus far on our intended journey. 

It is of peculiar advantage in Germany, 
above all other countries, to be in company 
with a man of rank and high title, | becauſe 

it facilitates your reception every where, 

and ſuperſedes the neceſſity * recommen- 
datory letters. = 


| 2; have met e mth my Kiens Bn, 
| whoſe:com pany and converſation have- re- 
tarded our journey, by ſupplying the chief 
objects of travelling, if amuſement and in- 
ſtruction are to be ranked among them. 
* is here with the M——s of L—y, 


* a lively, 
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alively,Fpirited young man one of thoſe 
eaſy, careleſs characters, ſo much beloved 
by their i intimates, and ſo os. randy of tho 
opinion of the reſt of thatkind, 


Since you hold me to my promiſe of 

on ſo very regularly. you muſt tories 
times expect to receive a letter dated from 
three” ot four different places, when either 
my ſhort ſay in one place deprives me f 
the leifure; or meeting with nothing unt 
common in another deprives me of mate. 
_ n fo dans a TW as Kos ET. 8 


The ed from Geneva to this towti 1s 
Song” the ſide of the lake, through à de- 
lightful country, abounding in vineyards, 
which produce the vin de la cute, fo much 
Eteemed. All the little towns on the way, 
Nyon, Rolle, and Morges, are finely fu“ 
ated, neatly built, and knen by a thriv- 
ing and no: gd e N e n 4 
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Lauſanne is the; capital of this charmy 
ing country, which formerly belonged} to 
the Duke of Savoy, but is nqw under s 
dominion of the canton of Bern. qo. 


However mortifying this may be to the 
former poſſeſſor, it has certainly been a 
happy diſpenſation to the inhabitants of the 
Pays de Vaud, who are in every reſped 
more at their eaſe, and in a better ſituation, 
than. any of the e of his Sardiniau 


M. 


This . is e near i he. and 
at the diſtance of about thirty miles, from 
Geneva. As the nobility, from the coune 
try, and from ſome parts of Switzerland, 
and the families of ſeveral officers, . who 
have retired from ſervice, reſide here, there 
ig an air of more caſe and gaiety (perhaps 
alſo: more po iteneſs) in the ſocieties At 
Lauſanne, than i in thoſe of Geneva at leaſt 
this is firmly believed and aſſerted by all 


onodtus) X 4 the 
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the , nobles. of this place, who conſider 
dne As. greatly fuperiot to the citts. 
Zens OT. f Geneva. Theſe, on the other 
hand, talk a good deal of the poverty, fri- 
volouſneſs, and ignorance of thoſe ſame 
nobility, and make no ſcruple of ranking 


their own. enlightened. mechanics, 1385 
them | in every eſſential quality. 


Ju 


* . 


: | Very... 
"The road between Teanga and = 
is yery mountainous; but the mountains are. 
cultivated to the ſummits, and covered with 
vines. This would have been impracti- 
cable on account of the ſteepneſs, had not 
che proprietors built ſtrong ſtone-walls at 
proper intervals, one above the e 
| which ſupport! the ſoil, and form little 


terraſſes from the bottom to the top of the 
mountains. 1 OE 8 


NN 
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. ins aſeend by narrow fairs, 
and, before they arrive at the ground they 
are to cultivate, have frequently to mount 
higher than a'maſon who is employed in 
e the is of a N nge 
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4 
The mountainous nature of this country 


ſubjects it to frequent torrents, which, 
when violent, ſweep away vines, foil, and 
walls in one common deſtruction. The 
inhabitants behold the havoc with a ſteady 
concern, and, without giving way to the 
clamorous rage of the French, or ſinking 
into the gloomy deſpair of the Engliſh, | 
think only of the moſt effectual means of 
repairing the loſs. —As ſoon as the ſtorm 
has abated, they begin, with admirable pa- | 
tience and perſeverance, ' to rebuild the 
walls, to carry freſh earth on hurdles to the 
top of the mountain, and to ſpread a new 
ſoil | wherever the old has been walked 
away. : : 


Where 


| 
| 
=_ 
= 
N 
| 
| 
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Where property is perfectly ſecure, 
and men allowed to enjoy the fruits of 
their own labour, they are capable of 


efforts unknown in ee eee 5 


aa here a ryrant mm "i flaves have 


ſown. 


f 


This part of the Pays de aaa oba. 
bited by the deſcendents of thoſe unhappy 
people, who were driven by the moſt ab- 
ſurd and cruel perſecution from the vile 
of Piedmont and Savoy, —_ 


I will not aſſert, that the iniquity of the 
perfecutors has been viſited upon their 


children; but the ſufferings and ſtedfaſt- 


neſs of the perſecuted ſeem to be recom 


penſed by the happy ſitustion in which 


their children of the third een ge- 


nerations are now 2 e 10 bod 
Orts! FLY #83 Tz ag! D 3211 


Ve evay is a i tide town, containing 


| 8 three and four thoulohdpnhabrt+ 
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ants,” It is. Lweetly ſituated" on à plain, 
near the head of the lake of Geneva, where 
the Rhone enters. The mountains behind 
the town, though exceedingly high, are 


entirely cultivated, — Or on ie: Yoon 
from e e FG ANY +. 

| There is a large village about cad. 
up the mountain, in a direct line above 
Vevay, which, viewed from below, ſeems 
adhering | to the ſide of the precipice, and 
has a very ſingular and romantic appearance. 


ad The RO Te | in is detached from 
the/ town, and ſituated on a hill which 
overlooks it. From the terrace, or church- 
yard, there is a view of the Alps, the 
Rhone, the lake, with towns and villages 
on its margin. Within this church the 
body of General Ludlow is depoſited. That 
ſteady republican withdrew from Lauſanne 
to this place, after the aſſaſſination of his 
friend Lif 


who was ſhot through the 
heart, 
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heart, as he was going to church, by a 
ruffian, ho had come acroſs the lake for 
that purpoſe; and who, amidſt the confu- 
ſion occaſioned by the murder, got ſafe o 
the boat, and eſcaped to the Duke of Savoy's 
territories on the other fide, where he was 
openly protected.— This was a pitiful way 
of avenging the death of a monarch, who, 
whether juſtly or not, bad been * 
+ e and e bai 1:85, ow” 


WY 
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There is a a long Latin epitaph on 5c 
low's monument, enumerating many cir- 
cumſtances of his life, but omitting the 
moſt remarkable of them all. He is called, 
Patriæ libertatis defenſor, et poteſtatis arbi · 
trariæ propugnator acerrimus, &c. - But no 
nearer hint is given of his having been one 
of King Charles the Firſt's judges, and of 
his having ſigned che ſentence againſt that 
ill-fated ine 


However fond the Swiſs in general may 
be of liberty, and however partial to its 
| aſſertors, 
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aſſertors, it is preſumable that thaſe who 
protected Ludlow, did not approve of this 
part of his ſtory, and on that account a 
partieular mention of it was not made on 
his tomb. | 


** 


There is no bin by poſt OY 
Switzerland; we therefore hired horſes at 
Geneva, to carry us to Baſil; from whenee 
we can proceed by poſt to Straſbourg, 
which is the route we deſign to take. We 
leave Lauſanne the day after to-morrow. 
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1243650 Bern. 
ON my return: Gin 8 Lauſanne, 
I found our friend, Mr. H. -, at 
the inn, with the D— of H. His Grace 
inclines to remain ſome time longer at that 


eity; but deſired that I might proceed wit 


the carriages and all the ſervants, | except 
his valet-de-chambre and one footma 10 to 
Straſbourg, which I readily agreed to, on 
his promiſing to join me there within a 


few days. H—y, at the ſame time, made | 


the very agreeable propoſal of accompany- 
ing me to Straſbourg, where he will remain 
till our departure from thence, leaving his 


373.4 8182 by 


We * our journey ine following | 


day, and were eſcorted'as far as Payerne by 


159511 | Meſſrs 
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Meſſrs. B— n and O——n, where we 
| Paſſed a gay evening, and proceeded next 
morning to the town of Avanche, the ca- 
pital of Switzerland in Tacitus's time“ 


No country in the world can be more 
agree able to' travellers during the ſummer 
than;Switzerland: For, beſides the com- 
modĩous roads and comfortable inns, ſome 
of the moſt beautiful objects of nature, 
woods, mountains, lakes, intermingled with 
fertile fields, vineyards, and ſcenes of the 
moſt perfect cultivation, are here preſented 
to the eye in greater variety, and om 
larger ſeale, chan in "nn other n, 

Bst ft amn ' 1615-091 
From Annals we e to W 
e as it is en by the 
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„Near this town the Helyetians were defeated by Cx 
cina, one of Vitellius's Lieutenants.— Multa hominum millia 
cæſa, multa ſub corona venumdata. Cumque win inet! om- 


E. tak Aventic NM 1 5 we maker 


ie | 3 French), 
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French, a neat little town, ſituated upon a 
riſing ground, on the ſide of the on: of the 
fame name, % 10 fs 


0 U r i; wa 3.2 1 oY 
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The army of Charles Duke of 1 


beſieging this town, was defeated, with 


great ſlaughter, by the Swiſs, in the year 
1476. Near the road, within a mile of 
Murat, there is a little building full of hu- 
man bones, which are ſaid to be thoſe of 
the Burgundians ſlain in that battle. As 


this curious cabinet was erected many years 
after the battle; it may be ſuppoſed, that 
ſome of the bones of the victors are here 


packed up along with thoſe of the van- 
quiſhed, in order to ſwell the collection. , 


* 
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There are ſeveral inſcriptions on the 
chaps. | 


Sa opTIM, OR 1 
cahOli INCLITI ET FORTISSIMI BURGUNDLE bocis 
EXERCITUS MUR ATUM OBSIDENS AB HELVETIIS / 
csus HOC SUL MONUMENTUM RELIQUIT, —— 1 
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SACELLUM 
' QUO RELIQUIAS 
|  EXERCITUS BURGUNDICI 
AB HELVETIIS, A. 1476, 
* Pla ANTIQUITAS CONDIDIT. 
: RENOVARI 8 80 
VIISQUE PUBLICIS MUNIRL 
a Fe JUSSERUNT 
J.  RERUM NUNC DOMINZE 
REIPUBLICE ͤ 
BERN ENSIS ET FRIBURGENSIS _ . 
| AO 8 


"The borders of the * of Murat are 
| enriched with gentlemen” 8 houſes, and vil- 
lages | in great abundance. 


The dreſs, 1 = Spool "and perſons of the 
inhabitants of this country indicate a differ- 
ent people from the Genevois, Savoyards, 


or the inhabitants of the Pays de Vaud. 
Vor. I. * ww 
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We dinedd at Murat, and remained ſeve- 
ral hours in the town. There was 4 fair, 
and a great concobrſe of people. — The 
Swiſs peaſants are the talleſt and moſt ro- 
buſt I have ever ſeen. Their dreſs is very 
particular, —They have little round hats, 
like thoſe worn by the Dutch ſkippers. — 
Their coats and waiſtcoats are all of a kind 
of coarſe black cloth — Their breeches are 
made of coarſe linen, ſomething like ſailors 
trowſers; but drawn together in plaits be- 
low the knees, and the 1 aa of eue | 
* ſtuff with 2 breeches. 


8 rich women TRE mort Sala, with a 
great ſuperfluity of buttons. The unmar- 
ried women value themſelves on the length 
of their hair, which they ſeparate into two 
diviſions, and allow to hang at its full 
length, braided” with ribands in the Ra- 
millie faſhion,——After marriage, theſe 
treſſes are no longer 8 to hang 
VWs 6 "©. down; 3 
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in ſpiral lines, are fixed at the crown, with 
large ſilver ping. This is the only differ- 


ence in point of dreſs which matrimony 
makes. 


Married and unmarried wear ſtraw hats, 
ornamented with black ribands. So far 
the women's dreſs is becoming enough; 
but they have an aukward manner of fix- 
ing their petticoats ſo high as to leave 
hardly any waiſt. This encroachment of 
the petticoats upon the waiſt, with the 
amazing number they wear, gives a ſize 
and importance to the lower and hind part 

of the body to which it is by no means en- 
titled, and mightily deforms the Pear. 
ance of the whole perſon. 


i The elegant figure of the Venus de 
Medicis, or of the D——ſs of D— re, 
would be impaired, or annihilated, under 
A £2 ſuch 


3% CE o CCTV Au 
ſuch a prepoſterous load of dreſs.——As 
we arrived only this afternoon, I can ſay 
nothing of Bern. You ſball hear more 
in my next. "Meanwhile, I am, See. | 
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Bai is a a regular well-built town, with 

\ ſome air of magnificence. The houſes 
are of a fine, white, free - ſtone, and pretty 
uniform, particularly in the principal ſtreet, 
where they are all exactly of the ſame 
height. There are piazzas on each ſide, 
with a walk, raiſed four feet above the level 


of the ſtreet, very commodious in wet 
| weather. 


9 ſmall branch of the Aar has been 
turned into this ſtreet, and being confined 
to a narrow channel in the middle, which 
has a conſiderable lope, it runs with great 
rapidity ; : and, without being a diſagreeable 
obje of itſelf, is of great ſervice in . 
ing the ſtreet clean, 5 on 


Po | Y I. Another 


| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
i 
| 
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Another circumſtance contributes to ren- 
der this one of the moſt cleanly towns 
in Europe: Criminals are employed in re- 
moving rubbiſh from the fireets and public 
walks. " Th more atrocibue ee eh 


rey in ſweeping the li org wo into 


the 10. 2 
e rivulet, and throwing the heavier into 
G 2 

ry carts or wagons, which their more 


| i Nadir 
criminal companions are e obliged to TEE — 
an . | 121 
draw along. e 8 PO 
| 1992 ene J N ln 


/ "Theſe wretches hive collars of lroti fix 
around their necks, with a projecting Hafdte 
in the form of a hook to each, by which, 
on the Dighteſt offence er mutig), they 
may be ſeized, and are entirely at the Com- 
mand of the guard, whoſe duty it is to fee 
them perform their work. —People of both 
ſexes are condemned to this labour For 
months, years, or for life, according t the 
nature of their crimes, ws ki 


It 
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= is alleged, that over and aboye the de- 
terring from crimes, which i is- effected by 
this, in common with the other methods 
of puniſhing, there is the, additional advan- 
tage, of obliging the eriminal to repair by 
his labour the 1 injary-s which he Ta 998 to 
the e Sk ff 


1 3 however, that this enge 
is vioyerdalanced by the bad effects of habi- 
ruating: -people to behold the miſery. of their 
fellow-creatures, which I imagine gradu- 
ally hardens the hearts of the ſpectators, 
and renders them Teſs ſuſceptible of the 
emotions of compaſſion and pity; feel- 
ings, which, perhaps, of all others, have the 
beſt influence upon, and are the moſt be- 
coming, human nature. 2 Juvenal ſays, | 


18 — err —mollifima * | 
. Humaho. generi by ſc natura fatetur, . : 

Q lachrymas dedit: : hæc noſtri * we 
| 5 g ma ſenſüůs. 
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Mhere ver public exegutions and puniſh- 
ments are frequent, rhe common people 
have been obſerved to acquire a greater de- 


gree of inſenſihility, aud cruelty of diſpoſi- 


tion, than in places where ſuch, ſcenes, ſelr 


dom. oecur.—1 remember, while I. Was at 
Geneva, where executions are very rare, a 


young man was condemned, to; be, hanged 


for murder, and there was a, general 
sloom and uneaſineſs evident.i in every ſo⸗ 
ciety for ſeveral h before * Shy the 
0 e. b „Met. tk 885 ie oval 
3 * 4 N , 199 ibn 

"The Abe . Mi as the ho- 
Gino the granary, the eahr 0 n 
There is is a a very. « deans: 8 juſt, com: 
pleted, with accommodations for many 


ett: 


T 


public amuſements, ſuch as balls, concerts, 


21 A1 


and theatrical entertainments. There are 
allo apartments for private ſocieties and;aſ- 
Cinblies. It was built by 4 4 voluntary ſub- 


en among the nobility ; ; and no ſo- 


weil J We _— 
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Cieties, but of the patrician order; afe al- 
lowed there. 5 il 991 51 8 A901 


Sys af 1} 
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Theatrical eie b are ſeldom 


permitted at Bern; none have as yet been 
ener ar "this nem theatre. [254 298 in 


LS "Ru. % Ex Ca. 
* 9 1 12 : 
a. F4 181 . gp £ * 9 1 1 1 K * „ 


. The walk wy the great ür was bor 
merly the only public walk, and much ad- 
mired on account of the view from it, and 
the peculiarity: of its ſituation; being on 
level with the ſtreets on one fide, and ſore 
hundred fect of perpendicular height above 
them on the other. But there is now ano» 
ther public walk, at ſome diſtance without 
the town; which has been lately made upon 
«high bank by the fide of the Aar, and is 
che moſt magnificent I ever ſaw belonging 
to this or any other town. From it there 18 
4 commanding view of the river, the town 


of Bern, the country about i it, and the Cla: 
ciers of SRO. JN FSW 2rldmst 


on bogs : Widon 1 31131 
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have viſitedi tlie libpary, where, beſides 
the books, there are a few antiques, and 
ſome other curioſities. The ſmall figure of 
the. prieſt porripg:wine between the horns - 
of a bull, is valuable only: beeauſe it alluſe 
trates a paſſage, jp Virgils: and; has mo 
mentioned by Addiſon. 


100 e Haie 3691s 213, vdolige it f 
An addition FR n made to this- he 
brary': by: a collection of Engliſn books, | 
magnificently baund, which; were ſent as 
preſeut by an »Engliſh gentlemn; wha, 
though he has thought proper to conceal 
his name, has ſufficiently. | diſcovered: his 
Political principles by the nature of the 
collection, amongſt which, I. diſtinguiſhed 
Milton's works, particularly his proſe-wri- 
tings;.' Algernon, Sidney on Government, 
Locke, Ludlow's Memoiss, Gordon's tranſ- 
lation of Tacitus, Addiſon's works, particu- 
larly The Freeholder, 3 Marvel“ 8 Works, 
Steel's, &c. They were the largeſt and 
fineſt editions, and might be about the value 

Hg: of 


of 2001.-=This gentleman made a preſent 
of the wk Agr to the Yue mi 


dt Geneva, TARA PH ee 
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. happened to open tue ide edis 
tion of Homer, Which 1 ſaw here, on 4 
blank page of which wis an' addreſs it 
Latin to the Corſican' General, Paoli, ſigned 
James Boſwell. This very elegaht bookt 
ad been ſent, I ſuppoſe, as à preſent ftom 
Mr. Boſwell to his friend the General; aud, 
when that unfortunate chief was obliged to 
abandon his country, has, with others of 
Kis effects, fallen into the hands of the Swiſs 
bfficer in the French ſervice, who ou 
Ly of "RE Homer | to m_ Gir N 


; 4 
4 4 , 3 ry 55 


be arſenal 1 cötild not buve onited ed 
bag had J been ſo' inclined, as the Bernois 
value thetnſelves on the trophies contained 
in it, and upon the quantity, good condi- 
uon. and arrangement of the artns. 4 
Nothing 
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„Motping intereſted me.ſo, much 38 the 


figures of the braye Switzers, who firſt took 
arms e erg tyranny, and that of William 


Tell, who is repreſented aiming at the 
apple on his ſon" s head. I contemplated 
this with an emotion which was created 
by the circumſtances of the tory, not by 
the workmanſhip ; - for, at that moment, 1 
| ſhould have beheld with neglect the moſt 
exquiſite ſtatue chat ever was faint: of 
ae Cæſar. e ze aging s a0 
1 aa TIE 2 09% M3197 #1 11.399 
2. Surely no cb have ſo > juſt a claim 
to the admiration and gratitude of poſterity 
as thoſe who have freed their countrymen 
from the capricious inſolence of tyrants : 
And whether all the incidents of Tel!'s 
ſtory be true or fabulous, the men (who- 
ever they were) who rouſed and incited 
their fellow-citizens to throw off the Auf- 
trian yoke, deſerve to be regarded s pa- | 
by jots, having undoubredly deen I, 

574 Su: by 
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by chat principle, fo dear to every _ 
hear, ts the Wen nm 271790 


NS 7 INE 3187 18 


356 Who, 5 the gen' rous rofticy. fate 
On Urr's rock, in cloſe divan,, _ 
And wing'd chat arrow ſure as fate, . 
i « Which aſcertain'd the facred 1217 of 
yu JON» man.” 5 5} vd 


od if 7 7 - 


3142 1 5 


Mr. Addiſon i os pak is no 
ie: pleaſure 1 in viſiting ar ſenals, merely 19 
ſee a repetition of theſe magazines of war; 
yet it is worth while, as it gives an idea of 
the force of a ſtate, and ſerves to fix in-the 
mind the moſt n. parts of its 


h 
'S a : : . 9 2 
- | - ; 8 
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The arms taken Gas the Burgundiang, 
in the yarious battles which eſtabliſhed the | 
liberty of Switzerland, are diſplayed here; 
alſo the figure of the General of Bern, who, 


in the year 1536, conquered the Pays de 
V aud from Charles III. Duke of Savoy ; — 


And, if they have no trophies to ſhew of a 
later date, I am convinced it is becauſe 


they 
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they are too poor and too wiſe to aim at 
any extenſion of dominion And becauſe 


all the neighbouring powers are at length 
become ſenſible, that the nature of their 
country, and their perſonal valour, have 
rendered the Swiſs as unconquerable, as, 
from political conſiderations, they are 7 
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Tun F cantons a 1 
1 though united together by a common 
bond, and all of a republican form of go- 


11 411 


vernment, differ i in the nature of that form, 
805 __ hi 49 Abos. Ie 

\ The * Catholic 1 * fa 
vourable to monarchy, one wauld naturally 
imagine, that; when adopted by a republic, 
it would gradually wind up the goverg- 
ment to the higheſt pitch of ariſtocracy... / 


The fact nevertheleſs is, that thoſe can- 
tons, which are in the ſtrongeſt degree de- 
mocratical, are of the Popiſh perſuaſion; | 
and the moſt perfect ariſtocracy of them 


3 = | all 


336 
all is eſtabliſhed in this Proteſtant canton 
of Bern, which is alſo indeed the moſt 
powerful. In extent of country, and num- 
ber of inhabitants, it is reckoned nearly 

equal to all the others taken together.. 


The nobility of Bern are accuſed of an 
extraordinary degree of pride and ſtateli- 
neſs. They affect to keep the citizens at 
a great diſtance; and it is with difficulty 
that their wives and daughters will conde- 
ſcend to mix with the mercantile families 
at balls, aſſemblies, and ſuch public occa- 
ſions, where numbers ſeem eſſential to the 
nature of the entertainment; by which 
means a nobility ball loſes in cheerfulneſs 
what it retains in dignity, and is often, as 
I am told, as devoid of amuſement as it is 
ſolemn. 


The whole power of the government, and 
all the honourable offices of the ſtate; are 
in the hands of the nobility. © As it is not 


n : permitted 
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permitted them to trade, they would natu- 
rally fall into poverty without this reſource: 
But by the number of places which the 
nobles enjoy, and to which very conſider- 
able penſions are annexed, the pooreſt of 
them are enabled to ſupport their families 
with dignity. | 


The bailliages, into which the whole 
canton and the conquered territories are 
divided, form lucrative and honourable 
eſtabliſhments for the principal fami- 
lies of Bern. The bailiff is governor and 
judge in his own diſtrict, and there is a 
magnificent chateau in each for his accom» 
modation. An appeal may be made from 
all ſubordinate courts to him ; as alſo from 
his deciſion, to the council at Bern. 


The nobility of Bern, though born to be 
judges, are not always inſtructed in law. 
It has therefore been thought requiſite, to 
appoint a certain number of perſons, as their 
Vol. I. 2 alſſeſſors, 
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aſſeſſors, who have been bred to the pro- 
feſſon. But in caſe the judge ſhould differ 
from thoſe aſſeſſors, and retain, his own 
opinion in ſpite of theit remonſtrances, as 
nobility has the precedency of law, the de- 


eiſion muſt be given Weofding to the wall 
of the judge. 


This office remains in the hands of the 
ſame perſon for the term of ſix years only. ä 
I have been informed, that in ſome of thele 
bailliages, the governor may live with pro- 
per magnificence, and lay up, during the 
period of his office, two or three thouſand 
pounds, without extortion, or unbecoming 
parſimony. There is no law againſt his be · 
ing, afterwards named to another bailliage. | 


The executive power of the government, g 
with all the lucrative and honourable of- : 
fiees, being thus in the hands of the nobi- 
lity, it may be imagined, that the middle 
and lower, ranks of e are poor and op- 

preſſed. 


. - 
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preſſed. ' This, however, is by no means 
che caſe; for the citizens, I mean the mer- 
chants and trades-people, ſeem, in general, 
to enjoy all the comforts and converiteticies 
of life. And the peaſantry 1s uncommonly 
wealthy throughout the whole cantem of 
Bern. 


The Swiſs have no objection to their 
nobles being their judges, and to the prin- 
cipal offices of government remaining in 
their hands. They look upon the nobility 
as their natural ſuperiors, and think, that 
they and their femilies ought to be ſup- 
ported with a certain degree of ſplendor :— 
But the power of direct taxation is a differ- 
ent queſtion, and muſt be managed with 
all poſſible caution and delicacy.—It is a 
common cauſe, and the conduct of the 
nobles in this particular is watched with 
very jealous eyes. They are ſufficiently 
aware of this, and uſe their power with 
| moderation. But leſt the nobles ſhould at 
3 2 2 8 


340 .VIEW-QF $OCIETY/AND 


any time forget, a very good hint is given 
in a German inſeription in the arſenal, im- 
plying, That the inſolence and rapacity of 
high rank had brought about the ny of 
Switzerland. 


A people who have always arms in their 
hands, and form the only military force of 
the country, are in no danger of being op- 
preſſed and irritated with taxes. 


It has been conſidered by ſome as a per- 
nicious policy in the Swiſs, to allow fo 
many of their inhabitants to ſerve as mer- 
cenaries in the different armies of Europe. 
There are others, who conſider this mea- 
ſure as expedient, or leſs pernicious in the 
Swiſs cantons, than it would be in any other 
Country. | 


They who ſupport this opinion, aſſert, 
chat every part of Switzerland, which is ca- 
1 already improved to 
2 3 the 

mos 9 & the 
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the higheſt degree; that, after retaining a 
ſufficient number of hands to keep it al- 
ways in this condition, and for the ſupport 
of every manufactory, ſtill there remains 
a ſurplus of inhabitants, which forms the 
troops that are allowed to go into foreign 
ſervices. They add, that theſe troops only 
engage for a limited number of years, after 
the expiration of which, many of them re- 
turn, with money, to their native country; 
and all of them, by ſtipulation, may be re- 
called by the ſtate on any emergency. By 
this means, they retain a numerous and 

well-diſciplined army on foot; which, ſo 
far from being a burden, in reality enriches 
the ſtate;—an advantage which no other 

Re ever aal 


| There is ſtill another motive for this 
meaſure, which, though it be not openly 
avowed, yet, 1 ſuſpect, has conſiderable 
weight: The council are perhaps afraid, 
dhat if the young nobility” were kept at 
341 23 home, 


| 
| 
| 
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home, where they could have but few ob- 
jects to ocoupy them, they might cabal and 


ſpread diſſentions in the ſtate; or perhaps, 


through idleneſs and ambition, excite dan- 
gerous inſurrections among the peaſants, 
For, although the laws are ſevere againſt 
ſtate crimes, and eaſily put in execution 
againſt ordinary offenders, it might be dif» 
ficult and dangerous to Pane a mo 

young nobleman. | 


5 I may on theſe accounts be thought 
highly prudent to allow a large proportion 
of them to exhauſt, in ſome foreign ſer- 
vice, 'the fiery and reſtleſs years of youth, 


which at home might have been ſpent in 


faction and dangerous intrigues-. Very 
probably the ſtates would incline to per- 
mit the officers to go, while they retained 
the private men at home; but are under a 
neseſſity of allowing the latter alſo, becauſe 


without them the officers could not be 


raiſed to thoſe diſtinguiſhed ſituations in 
Wort 6 foreign 
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foreign ſervices which are their greateſt in- 
ducements to leave their own country. 


After having ſerved a certain time, al- 
moſt all of them return to Switzerland. 
Some, becauſe they are tired of diſſipation; 
others to inherit a paternal eſtate; and 
many with penſions from the Princes they 
have ſerved.— The heat of youth is then 
moſt probably over. They begin to aſpire 
to thoſe offices in their own country to 
which their birth gives them a claim, and 
which they now prefer to the luſtre of mi- 
litary rank. They wiſh to ſupport thoſe 
laws, and that government, which they find 
ſo partial to their families; or they deſire 
to paſs the remainder of life in eaſe and re- 
tirement on their paternal eſtates. 


It is remarkable, that the Swiſs. officers 
who return from foreign ſervices, particu- 
larly, that of France, inſtead of importing 
French manners to their native mountains, 


24 and 
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and infecting their countrymen with the 
luxuries and fopperies of that nation, throw 
off all foreign airs with their uniform, and 
immediately reſume the plain and frugal 
ſtyle of life which prevails in their own 
country. 1 81 
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ot date oe eloins Lol a; tro 
P4AVI NG, on a former occaſion, made a 
more extenſive tour through Switzer- 
land, we determined not to deviate from 
the direct road to Straſbourg. In purfuance 
of this reſolution, H——y and I, when we 
left Bern, paſſed by Soleurre, che e of 
the canton of the ſame name. 


Soleurre is an agreeable little town ſitu- 
ated on the river Aar. The houſes are 
neatly built, and not inelegant; the mean- 
eſt of them have a cleanly appearance. 
| The common people ſeem to be in eaſier 
circumſtances, and have a greater air of 
content, than in any Roman Catholic coun- 
try 1 have ever Wes. The inn where we 
2: . lodged 
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lodged has the comfortable look of an Eng- 
liſh one. The French ambaſſador to the 
cantons: has his reſidence in this town. One 
of.the churches of Soleurre is the-moſt de. 
nificent modern building in Switzerland. 


+ The arſenal is ſtored with arms in pro- 
portion to the number of inhabitants in the 
canton; and. there are trophies, and other 
monuments of the yalour of their anceſtors, 
of the hall there are thirteen figures of men 
in complete; armour, n the thir- 
teen Swiſs cantons. 


The 3 between Soleurre and Baſil, 
though. very hilly, is beautiful, perhaps 
the more ſo on that account; becauſe .of 
| the variety of ſurface and different views it 
preſents. H —y and I had more leiſure 
to admire thoſe fine. landſcapes than we 
wiſhed, for the axle - tree of the ball 
an at ſome miles diſtance from Baſil. 
Ds a, It | 
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It was the gay ſeaſon of the vintage 
The country was crowded with peaſantry 
of both ſexes and every age, all employed 
Our walk for theſe few miles was agreeable. 
and amuſing. In all countries this is the 
ſeaſon of joy and feſtivity, and approaches 
neareſt the exaggerated deſcription which 
the ancient poets have given of rural hap- 
pineſs. Perhaps there is in reality not ſo 
much exaggeration in their deſcription, as 
alteration in our manners. For, if the pea- 
ſants were allowed to enjoy the fruits of 
their own labour, would not their lives be 
more delightful than thoſe of any other 
people? In ſpite of poverty and oppreſſion, 
a happy enthuſiaſm, a charming madneſs, 
and perfe& oblivion of care are diffuſed 
all over France during the vintage. Every 
village is enlivened with muſic, dancing, and 
glee; and were it not for their tattered 
cloaths and emaciated countenances, one 
who viewed them in the vintage ſeaſon, 
1 would 
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dmtdtaagnie rebar pieces 
This ſituation a8 enviable as that which; ac» 
erding to the Poets, was former! nerly enjoyed 
ſadtry of this eountry have not {6 great a 


bleſſed with health, freedom, and abun+ 


dance; a compoſed ſatisfaction, a kind of 
| pblegmatic good eee _ „ 


en ee ler bee 00 gf: 


r 1040 l Ear it gone 


3 an we arrived at Baſil, e 


realy to the Three Kings. This inn, in 


point of fituation, is the moſt agreeable you 
can well imagine. The Rhone waſhes its 
walls, and the windows of a large dining- 
room look acroſs that noble river to the 


a 1 icy on: che Wen Haste int wo 


70 I 7 ; 1 1 . I "pit 


wy am «juſt On em ond fame. diningy 
room, where Hy and I thought pro; 
per io ſup.— There were ten or ,a dozen 
eh at table. -I ſat. next to a greater 
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locking man from Straſbourg, with whom I 
had for his companion a round- faced, roſy; 
plump gentleman from Amſterdam, ' who 
did not ſpeak French: but the Straſburgher 
addrefſed him from time to time aun en 
want to which the r replied 105 * 


i When the retreat of the greater par raf 
the company had contracted the little circle 
which remained, I expreſſed ſome regret to 
my Straſbourg acquaintance, that Mr; H- y 
and I could not ſpeak a little Dutch; or 
khat his friend could not ſpeak French, that 
we might enjoy the pleaſure of his conver- 
ſation. This was immediately tranſlated 
to the Dutchman, who heard it with great 
compoſure, and then took his pipe from 
his mouth, and made an anſwer, which I 
got our interpreter, with ſome difficulty, to 
explain. It was to this effect: That we 
ought to conſole ourſelves for the accident 
of our not underſtanding each other for as 


2 91 


Z 100 


We 


— 
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we had no connection, or dealings in trade 


together, our converſing could not poſſibly 


anſwer any uſeful purpoſe. H——y made 


a low bow to this compliment, ſaying; that 


the juſtneſs and good ſenſe of that remark 
had certainly eſcaped my obſervation, as he 
. it had hitherto done his 


A man that travels, you. ee, * nt 
and. takes care to get into good company, 


is always learning ſomething.—Had I not 
viſited the Three Kings at Baſil, I might 
have converſed all my lifetime without 


Enowing the true uſe of language. 


7 
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HERE has been an interval of three 
days ſince I had the converſation with 
my ingenious acquaintance from Amſter- 
dam. We are aſſured that the chaiſe, 
which has been accommodated with a new 
axle- tree, will be ready this afternoon. In 
the interim, I ſhall write you a few re- 
marks on this town. | 


f 


Baſil is larger than any town in Switzer- 
land, but not fo populous for its ſize as 
Geneva. The inhabitants ſeem to be un- 
commonly afraid of thieves, moſt of the 
windows being guarded by iron bars or 
grates, like thoſe of convents or priſons. 


I obſerved 


1 1 at the 8 end of many 
windows a kind of wooden box, project- 
ing towards the ſtreet, with a round oY 
of about half a foot in diameter, in the mid- 
dle. I Was told this Was for che conve- 

niency of people within; who, without 

being ſeen, chooſe to ſit at the windows, 
1 and e themſelves 25. . at M 


3 


N by ui cog 9 « are. : e | 10 
think it damm to appear at he hah 
The n of Baſil PRs to dls nl 
a reſerved and ſaturnine diſpoſition z Shar 
ther it is natural or affected I cannot, tell, 
but the few I converſed with, had ſome- 
their. manner. How an unremitting gray 
vity and ſolemnity of manner, in the com- 
mon affairs of life, comes to be conſidered, 
as an indication of wiſdom, or of extraor- 
dinary ag is what 1 never could under- 


2 ; 4 . 
8 N TY ” 


—8 va ridiculous one can 
every day in this world, that ' men 

endowed with that degree of ſenfibility 

lich usually accompanies genius, find it 
very difficult to maintain a continued gra- 
vity. This difficulty is abundantly felt 
even in the grave and learned profeſſions of 
law, pbyſic, and divinity ; ; and the indi- 
viduals who have been moſt ſucceſsful” in 
furmounting it, and who never deviate 
from the ſolemnity of eſtabliſhed forms, 
have not always been the moſt diftinguiſhed 
for real knowledge or genius; though they 
generally are moſt admired by the mul- 
titude, who are very apt to miſtake thar 
gravity for wiſdom, which proceeds from 
a literal weight of brain, and muddineſs 
of underſtanding. g. Miſtakes of the ſame 
2 Rid are frequently made in forming a 
jud 8 ent of books, as well as men. Thoſe 
which profeſs a formal deſign to inftru& 
and” reform, and carry on the work me- 
* tilt the reader is lulled into re- 


rect e 


poſe, have paſſed for deep and uſeful per- 
formances; while others, replete with 
original obſervation and real inſtruction, 
have been treated as frivolous, becauſe they 


are written in a familiar ſtyle, and the 


precepis conveyed in a a ſprightiy and indi- 


f 
. J } 3 
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Works 1 compoſed with the 
laborious defire of being thought profound. 
have ſo very often the misfortune to be 
dull, that ſome people have conſidered the 
two. terms as ſynonymous; and the men 
who receive it as a rule, that one ſet gf 
books are profound becauſe they are dull, 
may naturally conclude that others are 
ſuperficial becauſe they are entertaining. 
With reſpect to books, however, matters 
are ſoon ſet to rights; thoſe of , puffed, and 5 
falſe pretenſions die neglected, while thoſe 
of real merit live and flouriſh. But with 


regard to the men, the cataſtrophe: is often 


| Güsen Ne daily ſee: formal aſſuming 


big vit! +  blockheads 
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| Moekheads louriſh and enjoy the fruits of 
their pompous impoſitions, while many 
men of talents who diſdain ſuch arts, live 
in-obſcurity, and die neglected.— I af 
you pardon, I have juſt recollected that L 
was giving you ſome account of Baſil. 


x | nn 

The library here is much eſteemed.— 
It is reckoned particularly rich in manu- 
ipts. They ſhowed us one of a Greek 
New Teſtament, with which you may be- 
heve H—y and I were greatly edified. 
We are told it is above a thouſand years 


3. L344 


At the arſenal is ſhown, the atmour in 
which Charles Duke of Burgundy was 
killed. That unfortunate prince has orna- 
mented all the arſenals in Switzerland with 


i115 oY 1130G 


We viſited d the hall where flies famous 
Council ſat ſo many years, and voted ſo 
2be3d43cid Aa 2 intrepidly 
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intrepidly againſt the Pope. Not ſatibfied 
with: condemning* his eonduct, they a= 
wally; damhed him in effigy: A famous 
painting, in the town- houſe, is ſuppoſed 
to have been executed under their auſpiees. 
In this piece the Devil is repreſented 


driving the Pope and ſeveral eccleſiaſtics 


ſuppoſe the Devil ſhould be ſo very a@tive 
* his * I know no reaſodio'? 

„ ge ten nad bob 5H 
e are y pictures t Hans Lieb 


ben's (who was a native of Baſil, and the 
favourite painter of Henry VIII. to whom 


he was firſt recommended by Eraſmus); 
particularly, ſeveral portraits of Eraſmus, 
and one ſketch of Sir Thomas More's fa- 
mily: Though portraits are in general the 


moſt inſipid of all kinds of paintings, yet 


thoſe of ſuch celebrated perſons, done by 


en eee are eee eee 
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The mo admired off all FHolben'e 
works, is a ſuite of ſmall pieces in differ 
ent compartments, repreſenting the paſſion 
and ſufferings of our Saviour. In theſe 
the colours remain with ende _ 
city. 4887 | 


0 2 * 1 
301K 23 


We * alſo conducted to the diſmal 
een whoſe walls, what is called | 
Holben's Death's Dance, is repreſented. 
The ure having been long expoſed to 
the air, are now quite faded, which I can 
ſcarce think is much to be regretted, for 
the plan of the piece is ſo wretched, that 
the fineſt execution could hardly en it 
from giving * | 
81 
ati 8 h e Death, 
ee e in a dancing attitude, people of 
both ſexes, of all ages, and of every con- 
dition, from the emperor to the beggar. 
All of them diſplay the greateſt unwilling- 
neſs to accompany their hideous partner, 
T A a S who, 


: Loy. 1 
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who," regatdleſs-of tears, expoſtulations, 
end enn draws them n. PERTH Ag! > 


EYE HG ES: LOURDES PROIAOT. 404+ 416 


* = will mw notice, that, 3 3273 a 
Death for each character, which occaſions 
a. nauſeous repetition of the ſame figure; 
and the reluctance marked by the different 
people who are forced to this hated minuet, 

is in ſome accompanied with grimaces ſo 
very ridiculous, that one cannot refrain 
from ſmiling, which ſurely is not the ef- 
fect the painter intended to produce.—If 
i he did, of all the contrivances that ever 
were thought of to put people in good-hy- 
mour, his muſt be allowed the moſt ex- 
traordinary. 


Tok 10 


I To this piece, ſuch as it is, Price alludes 
in bis ode to the an, of aaa 9 


7 bas 


N or Haney by foreſight, nor milled by chaner 
_ Imperious Death directs his ebon lance, - 

| Feoples great Henry? 8 tomb, and leads up 
3 dane 55 * 5 OT TOA 
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In this city all the clocks | are an hour 
PEG When it is but one o'clock. in 
all the towns and villages around, it is 
exactly two at Baſil. This ſingularity is 
of three or four hundred years ſtanding; 
and what is as ſingular as the cuſtom itſelf, 
che origin of it is not known. This is 
plain, by their giving dere different” ace 
counts of N. | 


1 4 1 1 *. 1 F $ % 


The moſt popular ſtory is, that, about 
[7 hundred years ago, the city was 
threatened with an affault by ſurpriſe. 
The enemy was to begin the attack when 
the large clock of the Tower at one end 
of the bridge ſhould ſtrike one after mid- 
night. The artiſt who had the care of the 
clock, being informed that this was the ex- 
pected ſignal, cauſed the clock to be altered, 
and it ſtruck two inſtead of one; fo the 
enemy thinking they were an hour too late, 
gave up the attempt; and in commemora- 
tion of this deliverance, all the clocks in 


4 


N A a 4 4 Baſil 
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Baſil have ever ſince ſtruck two at one 
o'clock, and ſo on. ak 
In cafe this account of the matter ſhould 
not be ſatisfaQory, they ſhow, by way of 
confirmation, a head, which 1s placed near 
to this patriotic clock, with the face 
turned to the road by which the enemy was 


to have entered. The ſame head lolls out 
its tongue every minute, in the moſt inſult- 


ing manner poſſible. This was originally: 
a piece of mechanical wit of the famous 
clock-maker's who ſaved the town. He 
framed-it in deriſion of the enemy, whom 
he had ſo dexterouſly deceived. It has 
been repaired, renewed, and enabled to 
thruſt out its tongue every minute, for theſe 
four hundred years, by the care of the ma · 
Ziſtrates, who think ſo excellent a joke cans 
Yen be tao often 3 3% nw 931K 
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LETTER XXXIX. 


Straſbourss) * 


No” HIN 0 can "I 4 Bair contraſt 

with the mountains of Switzerland 
thas- the plains of Alſace. From Baſil to 
Straſbourg, 18 a continued, well cultivated 
Plain, as flat almoſt as a bowling-green. 
We ſaw great quantities of tobacco hang- 
ing at the peaſants doors, as we came along, 
this herb being plentifully cultivated. in 
* fields. Mu 55 


n 


we have paſſed ſome days very agreeably 
in this town. One can ſcarcely be at a loſs 
for: good company and amuſement, in Aa 
place where there is a numerous French 
garriſon, Marechal Contades reſides here 
at preſent, as commander of the troops, 
and governor of the province. He lives 
2 | in 


:362 VIEW OT soch AND 


in a magnificent manner. The Engliſh 
who happen to paſs this way, as well 
as the officers of the garriſon, have great 
reaſon to praiſe his hoſpitality and _ 
a neſs. 


After dining at Ki houſe, with ſeveral 
Engliſh gentlemen, he invited the com- . 
pany to his box at the playhouſe. Vol- 
taire's Enfant Prodigue was acted; and for 
the petite Piece, le Francois a Londres, 
Our nation is a little bantered, as you | 
Enow, in the laſt. The eyes of the ſpec- 
tators were frequently turned towards the 
Marechal's box, to obſerve how we bore 
the raillery. We clapped heartily, and 
ſhowed the moſt perfect good-humour. 
There was indeed no reaſon to do other- 
wiſe. The fatire is genteel, and not too 
ſevere; and reparation is made for the li- 
berties taken; for in the ſame piece, all 
manner of juſtice is done to the real good 
| qualities . to _ iow uxcdy Wan 


character JJ dra beads Fat. 
85 An 
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An old French officer; WH¹O Was in the 
next box to us, ſeemed uneaſy, and hurt 

at the peals of laughter whieh burſt from 
the audience at ſome particular paſſages: 
he touched my ſhoulder, and aſſured me 
that no nation was more reſpected in France 


than the Engliſh adding, Hanc veniam 
damus, petimuſque viciffim. 


It were > to be willed that French hs 
raters, when brought on the Engliſh ſtage, 
had been always treated with as little ſe- 
verity, and with equal juſtice; and not fo 
often. facrificed to the illiberal and abſurd 
. prejudices of the vulgar. 


I have ſeen the greater number of the re- 

giments perform their exerciſe ſeparately, 
and there has been one general field-day 
fince I came hither. The French troops are 
infinitely better clothed, and in all reſpects 
better appointed than. they were during the 
laſt war. For this reformation, I am told 
they 
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they are obliged to the Duc de Choiſeul, 


hd, though now in — ſtill retains 
2 friends in the af my. 1E 3103 a 


% 


ee are, "beſides the French, two Ger⸗ 
man regiments in this garriſon. Theſe ad- 
mit of the diſcipline of the cane upon every 
flight occaſion, which is never. permitted 
among the French troops. | Notwithſtand- | 
ing their being ſo plentifully provided with 
thoſe ſevere flappers to rouſe their attention, 
I could not perceive that the German regi- 
ments went through their exerciſe with 
more preciſion or alertneſs than the Erench; 
and any difference would, in my opinion, 
be dearly purchaſed at the price of treating 


one ſoldier like a ſpaniel. 


* 4 1 i , <3 
* % i? 
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Perhaps what improves the hardy and 
phlegmatic German, would have a contrary 
effect on the more delicate and lively French- 
man; as the ſame ſeverity which is requiſite 
to train ere * a greyhound 


SF 


good for nothing.. 
N ; After 
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After all, I queſtion very much whethet 
this ſhocking cuſtom is abſolutely neceſſary 
in the armies of any nation; for, let our 
martinets ſay what they pleaſe, there is 
ſurely ſome difference betweek men and 


18 a * M4 


kw to the French, I am'con- 
viticed that great ſeverity would break thei 
ſpirit, and impair that fire and impetuoſity 
in attack, for which they have been diftin- 
gviſhed, and which makes French troops 


more formidable chan "ay" < other ng 
ine ore ies ns mans 


2 MEN I was highly pleaſed with the 
eaſy, familiar air, and appearance of good | 
will, with which the French officers in ge- 
neral ſpeak to the common ſoldiers.— Thi 
Lam told, does not diminiſh the reſpect and 
obedience which ſoldiers owe to their ſupe- 
riors, or that degree of ſubordination which 


military diſcipline exacts. On the con-: 
191K 


_ trary, 
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trary, it is aſſerted, that to theſe properties, 
which the French poſſeſs in common with 
other ſoldiers, they join a kind of en 
attachment and affection. 00 185 
; In ſoitie ſervices, the behaviour of the 
officers to the private ſoldiers is fo ne 
ſeyere, and unrelenting, that a man tulglüt 
be led to believe that one of their principal 
enjoyments was to render the lives of the 
common men as miſerable as de. 
| . a certain degree of gentleneſs does no 
harm in the great articles of obedience and 
ſubordination, it is ſurely worth while to 
pay ſome attention to the feelings of ſo large 
A proportion of mankind, as are by modern 
policy neceſſitated to follow a military life, 
To put their happineſs entirely out of the 
queſtion, in the government of the armies 
of which they form infinitely the major part, 
is rather hard treatment of creatures who 
are of the ſame ſpecies, need! in the 
ſame 


MANNERS IN: FRANCE, &e, 367 


ſame cauſe, and expoſed to the ſame aue 
with their officers. ; 


| When I 1 this, I intended to have 
told you a few things about Straſbourg, in- 
ſtead of which I have been led out of my 
way by French and German ſoldiers. —Di- 
Frefling, is a trick to which I am very ſub- 
ject, and rather than not be indulged in it, 
I would throw * my pen altogether. 


The how of "> as arrived wr an 
at the time he e 
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LETTER XL. 


OY 5 


1 - PHE cathedral of fBtraſbourg' 18 a very fine - 
building, and never Fils to attract the 
| attention of . LOR ND th wo 


0 n ee like the Greeks and 
Romans, built for poſterity. Their ideas in 
architecture, though different from thoſe of 
the Grecian artiſts, were vaſt, ſublime, and 
generous, far ſuperior to the ſelfiſh ſnugneſs 
of modern taſte, which is generally con- 
fined to one or two generations; the plans 
of our anceſtors with a more extenſive bene · 
volence embrace diſtant ages. Many Go- 
thic buildings ftill habitable evince this, 
and ought to inſpire ſentiments of gratitude 
— have not * ſuch labour 
oft and 


+” I 8 w . Y F - 
and expence for the accommodation of 1 their 
remote poſterity. 


The number and m of Gothic 
churches, in the different countries of Eu- 
rope, form a preſumption, that the clergy 
were not devoid of public ſpirit in thoſe 
days for if the powerful eccleſiaſtics had 

then been entirely actuated by motives of 
ſelf-intereſt, they would have turned the 
exceſſive influence which they had acquired 
over tlie minds of their fellow- citizens, to 
purpoſes more immediately ad vantageous to 
themſelves; inſtead of encouraging them 
raiſe magnificent churches for the uſe of the 
dublic, they might have preached it up as 
fill. more meritorious to build fine houſes 
andipalaces for the immediate ſervants and 
ambaſſadors of God. But we find very few 
eecleſiaſtital palaces, in compariſon with 
the number of churehes which ſtill remain 
| for the public conveniency „This ſufficiently 
ſhowsgithennjuſuce of thoſe indiſeriminating 
LjV or. I. 'Bb — 
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ſatir who aſſert that the clergy in, all 
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No ſpecies of W e is better, con- 
* for the dwelling of hequenly penſeve. 
01 contemplation, than the Gothic; it has a 
L tendency to fill the mind with ſu- 
blime, ſolemn, and religious ſentiments; 
the antiquity of the Gothic churches con- 
tributes to increaſe that veneration Which 
their form and ſize inſpire. We naturally. 
feel a reſpect for a fabric into which we 
know that our forefathers have entered with 
reverence, and which has ſtood the af. 
faults of many centuries, and of a thouſand 
ſtorms. That religious melancholy which 
uſually poſſeſſes the mind in large Gothic 
chyrehes, is however conſiderably coun-, 
teracted by certain ſatirical bas reliefs with 

which the Pillars and cornices of this chur ch N 
of Straſbou rg was originally ornamented. — 
The vices of monks are here expoſed under 


bed I K 
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the allegorical eure hogs) 60H, moflkiks, 
atid foxes, whichbeing dreſſed i monkith” 
Habits, perform the moſt venetable'fiintions” 
of religion. And for the edification of thoſe 
who do not comprehend allegory, a' monk 
in the robes of His older, is engraved e on 


the ptlpit in a moſt indecent poſture, with 
a nut Jying by him. 
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Upon the whole, the kan of Stras- 
bouts is conſidered by ſome people as s the 
moſt it impious, and by others as the metrielt 


Cothic e church in "Chriſtendom. | I leave 
W 18614 een on: 
you to "folve the problem as you pleaſc e.— 
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Aer me, I am a very unconcerned pal- 
ain NR 10977 dei Z3 11181 
enter. e 
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YRy nothing of the great clock and it its 
vatious n movements. Though! it was at an ob. 
f ject e of aalen when firſt conſtructed, it 
i 15 held with indifference by modern. art= 
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I had the curioſity to aſcend the ſteeple 
of this eathedral, which is reckoned one of 
the higbeſt in Europe, its height being 574 
feet. Lou may eaſily form an idea of the 0 
view from it, when I tell you it compre- 


'hends the town of Straſbourg, the / extenſive 


plains of Alſace, with the Rhine flowing 
through them. Such views are not uncom- 


mon: They are always agreeable; but do 


not aſtoniſh and elevate the mind, like the 
| Wild, Koch and ole th in Swit- 


1 410 | g 10 


mie 8 as bn was aging through 


be” ſtreets with ſome of our countrymen, 


we were deformed that the muſic of ſome of 


the regiments had been ordered to a par- 
ticular church, where the Count de, 
ſon of Lewis the XVth by Madam de 


Pompadour, was expected to be at maſs.— 


We all immediately went for the ſake of the 


military muſic; and found a very numerous 
and Senteel company attending. After 
3 having 
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having waited a conſiderable; time, it ſtruck 
twelve, upon which the whole company 
retired, without hearing the muſic or mals. 
After mid-day the ceremony could not 
have been performed, although the Count 
had come. Something very important muſt 
have intervened to prevent a French man, 
and one of his character for politeneſs, from 
attending on ſuch an occaſion. There was 
however a murmur of diſapprobation for 
this want of attention, and the prieſt was 
not applauded, who had hazarded the ſouls 
of a whole churchful of people, out of com- 
plaiſance to one man; for thoſe who ima- 
| gine that a maſs can ſave ſouls, muſt admit 
that the want of it may be the cauſe of 
damnation. Mr. H- whiſpered me, In 
England they would not have had half 
the complaiſance for the king himſelf, 
4. accompanied by all his legitimate chil- 
ce dren; that theſe people have ſhewu to 
er xhis for of a We. vin 
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Jo indemniſy myſelf for this diſappoints 
ment, I went the ſame afternoon with a 
French officer to hear a celebrated preacher. 
The ſubjeq of his diſcourſe was the miſe- 
rable ſituation of men who were under the 
dominion of their paſſions, Do you. wiſh 
for a ſample of his diſcourſe ?—Here it is: 
TI 9 flave in the galleys (cried , the 
0 Preacher) is happier, - and more free, = 


14 11 £3 d 


6 a man under the tyranny c of his Pa ones 


3} IF © 


« « for though. the body of the ſlave is in 


49 18 


6 chains, his mind may be free,—Whereas 


panes O 


6s + the wretch who i is under the government 
6 of his paſſions, has his mind, his very 


2541 9 


6 ' ſoul, f in chains. —ls his paſſion ub he 
1 wil ſacrifice a faithful ſervant to gratify 


140 4 4 


" ;—David did fo.—ls it avarice! ?—he 
10 will betray his maſter;—Judas, did ow 
« Is he attached to a miſtreſs ?—he wits "f 


« murder « a ſaint to pleaſe bas ; —Herod did 
ce fo.” ilk 1 4 1 21 


| 33 
* we ee from the church, the 


off 


F rench officer, who had been for ſome tithe 


T „ 41 "25 th 
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in a reverie, ſaid; Ma foi; cet homme pa rle 
avec beaucoup d onRionz je vais /profiter 

de ſon ſermon.—Ou eſt- ee que vous allez ? 
ſaid I. — Je m' en vais chez Nanette, replietl 
he, pour me me de ma men do- 
inen rann eee d 24 
"Among the curioſities of the cathedral, 1 
ought to have mentioned two large bells, 
which they ſhow to ſtrangers. One is of | 
braſs, and weighs ten tons; the other of 
filver, which they ſay weighs above two.— 
They alſo ſhow a large French horn, whoſe 
hiftory is is as follows, —About four hundred | 
betray the city, and with this identical horn, 
they intended to give the enemy notice 
| when to begin the attack. 


YT 4, 


1 it not t amazivg chat ſuch a ality * 


ſtrange ſtories have been circulated concern- 
2 1 % 
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The plot, however, was diſcovered; many 


of the Jews were burnt alive, the reſt were 
plundered of their money and effects, and 

baniſhed the town. And this horn is 
ſounded twice every ke from the battle- 


ments of the ſteeple, in gratitude for the de- 
liverance. 


74 


The Jews, a as you . 3 deny 


every circumſtance of this ſtory, except the 
murdering and pillaging their countrymen. 


They ſay the whole ſtory was fabricated to 


Furniſh, a pretext for theſe robberies: and 


murders, and aſſert that the ſteeple of Straſ- 
bourg,. as has been ſaid of the monument of 


| London, 
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Like a tall 1 bull lifes ts head and lies,” 
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Manheim, - 
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ALL the Ie I might propoſe Tow 

the D— of H 8 company, did not 
prevent my regret at parting from my friend 
Hy, who ſet out for Lyons the lame 
pee ra W ru left Straſbourg. e 
or BRA b | Kn 
b. ee g the Rhine we enter] "” 
the territories of the Margrave of Baden 
Durlach, which lie along the banks of that 
river 5 oppoſite t to gh r 


2 + 


At Raſtade we were wala that the 
Margrave and his family were at Karlſruch. 
Raſtade is the capital of this prince's domi- 
nions. The town is but ſmall, and not very 
populous :— The Margrave's palace, how- 
ever, is ſufficiently large. We made only a 

| ſhort , 
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ſhort ſtay-to-examine-it, being impatient to 
** —_ mT 28 bag 15 nil frE 
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F There eee e palace 
at it Karlſeuch, built in good taſte. It was 
begun many years ago, and has been lately 
8 Be the eee, 155 


The town of Kariſtuch is . regu- 
lar plan. It conſiſts of one principal ſtreet 
of above an Engliſh mile in length. This 
ſtreet is at a conſiderable diſtance in front of 
— palace, and in a parallel direction with 
it. All the other ſtreets go off at different 

— from the principal one, in ſuch a man- 
ner as that whichſoever of them you enter, 
walking from it, the view is terminated by 
the front of the palace. The length of theſe | 
ſmaller ſtreets is aſcertained, none of them 
being allowed to approach on the ſpar 
cious area, which is kept clear before the 


palace. ._ .. 0s 203,07 e 


e The 
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05 The principab ſtreet may be extended to 
any length, and as many additional ſtreets 
as they pleaſe may be built from it, all of 

which; according to thinplinge will have the 
palace for a termination. 


7 [ ng £ FS f 6 ry 8 "> | 
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The hou feof this town are call as 8 
as the ſtreets, being of an equal ſize and 

height; ſo that one would be led to ima- 
gine that none of the inhabitants are in any 
conſiderable degree richer or poorer than 
their neighbours. There are indeed a few 
new houſes, more elegant than the others, 
elonging to ſome of the officers of the court, 
built at one ſide of the palace; but they 

are not, n W in the town. 

21 Adin Pe in ide; * Rene 
chat we wiſhed to have the honour of pay- 
ing our court to the Margrave, an officer 
waited on the D— of H and conducted 


us to the palace. EE FIELEN 


ar . 85 There 
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There were at dinner the reigning Prince 

Ad BAKERS C Afhree of their foris, tke el- 
deft of whom is married to à Princeſs of 
Tleſſe Darmſtadt.—Sbe with one of her 
ſiſters was preſent, alſo the Princeſs Dow- 
ager of Bareith, daughter to the, Duke of 
Brunſwick; two general officers in the Im- 
perial ſervice, and other ladies and gentle- 
men, ene in gy a bee ry above 


Ul I 13 
thirty at table.” el 1 0% ane 40 n 
"7H 75 Ti ** e ent An 


e An Was ſplendid. he 
Ma RR beliaved W En eee atten- 


my to every 2 e mY * 
4 e 144 

The Princeſs of Bareith is of a gay, 
Hively, agreeable character. After dinner 
the Duke took a view of the different apart- 


| ments of the palace, and afterwards walked 
| "with the Margrave | in "the — 


Evening. gn 
ti ; The 
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The ſame company: were at ſupper; a 
band of muſic played during the repaſt and 
the day went off in a more eaſy, agreeable 
manner than I could have expected, con- 
—_— W of Princes and Kai 
oft} dr n een 3 1 
The \Margrave of Baden Dorlach is be- 
tween forty and fifty years of age. Helis a 
man of learning, good ſenſe, and benevolent 
diſpoſitions. I had heard much, long be- 
fore I ſaw. him, of his humanity and atten- 
made me view him with a cordial regard, 
Which his rank alone could not have comp” 
manded. 4 
_ {peaks the Engliſh language with con- 
 Gderable facility, and is well acquainted with 
our beſt authors. Solicitous that his ſon 
ſhould enjoy the ſame advantages, he has 
engaged Mr. Cramer, a young gentleman 
from Scotland, of an excellent character, 


A who 
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who has betu for ſeveral 'Fearsat-this eburt 
as — a ee 


+ Abe Doan acinar; 
of form. The ſame eſtabliſſitent for their 
houſehold, the ſame officers in the palace; 
are to be found here, as in the court of the 
moſt powerful monarch in Europe. The 
difference lies more in the ſalaries titan iH 
Paymaſter for the foroes has greater emoſu- 
ments in England, than a Grand Marechily'; 
a Ur and Chamberlain, two Secretaries of 
State, and half a dozen more of the chief 
officers of a German ee * taken e 
— 46 | Attid: mon 11 19 
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The dates of Baden has b Ga guards 
who do duty in the palace, foot guards'who 
parade before it; alſo horſe guards and huſ- 
ſars, all of whom are pertedly wel equipped 
and-exaBly diſciplined —8 piere of mag=" 
nificence which ſeems to be adopted by 

29D | > this 
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this prince, merely in -cob fotrany: with tlie 
6 in nee e iin 


„Abe e foot an aber troops beſides 
the few which /are. neceſſary for this duty 
at the palace, though his revenue is more 
conſiderable; and his fi | anc s are in much 
better order than ſome Princes in Germany | 
who have: little ſtanding armies in conſtant | 
pay. ] He has too Juſt an underſtanding — 
o perceive that the greateſt army he could. 
poſſibly maintain, could be nd defence to nis 
dominions, ſituated as they are between the 
wrerful ſtates of France and Auſtria: And 
probably his principles and diſpoſitions pre- 
vent him from thinking of filling his cof- 
fers by ANG his NO to — mon 
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| Abo fo Audi there i is nba man- 
ner of doubt that he might ſell the perſons 
in any other way he ſhould think proper; 
for he; as well as the other ſovereign Prin- 
eil: OM ces 


over his people., If you aſk: the queſtion, 
in 080 terms, of a German, he will anſwer 
in the negative; and will talk of certain 
Tights which, the ſubjects enjoy, and that 
they can appeal to the great council or ge- 
neral diet of the empire for relief. But 
after all his ingenuity and diſtinctions, vou 
find that the barriers Which, Hague the pea⸗ 
fant from t the power of the prince, are ſo 

ven Veak, that ber are hardly worth 
keeping, up, and that the only, fecurity-1 the 
peaſant | has for his perſon or property, muſt 
proceed from the ® re good ſenſes 
and juſtice of ee new! Nr e 

u 145 of eie Mes n 6; dnn 

Happy 8 it fot for, mankind if this 
unlimited power were always placed in as 
equitable hands as thoſe of che Margrave: 
of Baden, who employs it entirely for 
the: good of his ſubjects, by whom he is 
adored 1: + {& x 20 f „ 17 Bang; £ 4 533 760 
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This Prince endeavours, by every means 

he can deviſe, to introduce induſtry and ma- 
nufactures among his people — There is a 
conſiderable number of Engliſh tradeſmen 
here, who make Birmingham work, and 
inſtruct the inhabitants in that buſineſs. 
He has alſo engaged many watch-inakers 
from Geneva to ſettle here, by granting 
them encouragements and privileges of every 
kind, and allows no opportunity to ſlip un- 
improved, by which he can promote the 
comfort and happineſs of his people: A 
prince of ſuch a character is certainly a 
public bleſſing, and the people are fortu- 
nate who are born under his government: 
But far more fortunate they who are born 
under a government which can protect 
them, independent of the virtues, and in 
hn * We vices, of their ſovereign, 


ha we left Karlſruch, the Margrave 
gave orders that we might be allowed to 
paſs by a road lately finiſhed, through a 
Vol. I. Ge: aoble 
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noble foreſt, ſeveral leagues in length. After 
having traverſed this, we fell in with the 
common poſting road, entered the biſnop of 
Spires's territories, paſſed by the town of 
that name, proceeded to the Electorate of 
Palatine, and arrived the ſame night at 
Manheim. 15 HN 
All the countries I have mentioned fort 
one rich fertile plain; there are few or no 
gentlemen's houſes to vary the ſcene; no- 
thing but the palace of the prince and the 
cottages of the peaſants, the gentry living 
in dependence at court, and the merchants 
and manufacturers in the towns. 
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2 | g Manheim: 
: Ta. 8 is generally reckoned one of the 


moſt beautiful cities in Germany. 

The ſtreets are all as ſtraight as arrows, 
being what they call tirẽes au cordeau, and 
interſect each other at right angles. This 
never fails to pleaſe at firſt, but becomes 
fooner tireſome than a town built with leſs 
regularity. When a man has walked 
through the town for half a forenoon, his 

eyes ſearch in vain for variety : the ſame 
| objects ſeem to move along with him, as if 
he had been all the while a ſhip-board. 


They calculate the number of inhabit- 
ants at 24, ooo, including the garriſon, which 
conſiſts of 5000 men. This town has three 
noble gates, adorned with baſſo relievos very 
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beautifully executed. "The Duke and * 
walked round the ramparts with eaſe i in the 
ſpace of an hour, The fortifications are 


well contrived and in- good order, and the 


town acquires great additional ſtrength from 
being almoſt entirely ſurrounded by the 
Neckar and the Rhine, and ſituated in a flat, 
not commanded by any riſing ground. Vet 
perhaps it would be hetter that this city 
were quite open, and without any fortifica- 


tion. An attempt to defend it might prove 


the deſtruction of the citizens“ houſes, and 
the electoral palace. A palace is injudi- 
ciouſly ſituated when built within a forti- 
fied town, becauſe a threat from the enemy 


to bombard it, might 2 the n 
to ſurrender- 


o 1 
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ſtructure, ſituated at the junction of the 
Rhine and the Neckar. — The cabinet of na- 


tural curioſities, and the collection of pic- 
tures, are much vaunted. To examine them 


Was 
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: was amuſing enough :—To deſcribe them 
would, 1 fear, be a little tedious. 


The Elector himſelf is a man of taſte 
and magnificence, circumſtances in his cha- 
racter, which probably afford more pleaſure 
to himſelf, and the ſtrangers who paſs this 
way, than to his own ſubjects. 

I accompanied the D— to one of the offi- 
cers of the court, whoſe buſineſs it is to 
preſent ſtrangers. This gentleman is re- 
markable for his amazing knowledge in all 
the myſteries of etiquette. He entertained 
his Grace with much erudition on this ſub- 
ject.—I never obſerved the D— yawn ſo 
very much. - When our viſit was over, he 
afferted that it had laſted two hours, Upon 
examining his watch, he diſcovered that he 
had made a miſtake of one hour and forty 
minutes only. be al 
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We were preſented the following day t to 
he" Elector and the Electreſs. He was 
dreſſed i in the uniform of his guards, ſeems 
to be on the borders of fifty, and has a ſen- 
ſible manly countenance, which I am told 1 is 
'the true index of his charadter. 


The Hereditary Prince is a young man of 
knowledge and good ſenſe. He ſurpriſed 
me by talking of the party-diſputes and ad- 
ventures which have happened of late years 
in England, of which I found him minutely 
informed. Many people in Germany 
have the Engliſh news- papers and political 
"pamphlets regularly tranſmitted to them. 
The acrimony and freedom with which the 
| higheſt characters are treated, aſtoniſh and 
amuſe them, and from theſe they often form 
| very falſe and extraordinary concluſions w with 
| regard to the Rate of the nation. 1 
As the Elector intends ſoon to viſit Italy, 
"great numbers of officers have come hither 


to 
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to pay their duty to their ſovereign before 
he depart for that country, He is much 
_ eſteemed by his officers, with whom he 


lives in a very affable manner. There are 


generally thirty covers every day at his table 


for them, and the ſtrangers who happen to 


be at the court of Manheim. 


One day at dinner, a kind of buffoon came 


Into.t the room. He walked round the table, 
and converſed in a familiar manner with 
every body preſent, the princes not ex- 
cepted. His obſervations were followed by 
loud burſts of applauſe from all whom he 


addreſſed. As he ſpoke in German, I could 


43 


not judge of his wit, but ſtared around with 
the anxiety « of countenance natural to a man 
who ſees a whole company ready to die 
with laughter at a jeſt which he cannot 


comprehend. An old officer, who ſat near 
me, was touched with compaſſion for my 


ſituation, and explained into French ſome 
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of the moſt brilliant repartees for my ba 
vate uſe. | ? 


OH Us cood-netared alficer did not 40: | 
to have a great command of the French lan- 
guage, the whole ſpirit of the jeſt was al- 


| lowed to evaporate during the tranſlation :— 


At leaſt I could not ſmell a particle when 
the proceſs was over. However, as theſe 
tranſlations evidently coſt him a good deal 
of trouble, I thought myſelf obliged to 
ſeem delighted with his performance ; fo I 


Joined in the mirth of the company, and 


endeavoured to laugh as much as any perſon 
at the table, 


| My interpreter afterwards informed me 
that this genius was from the Tyrol, that 

he ſpoke the German with ſo peculiar an 
accent, that whatever he ſaid never failed to 
ſet the whole table in a roar ; c'eſt pourquoi, 
added he, il eft en poſſeſſion d'entrer tou- 
jours avec le deſſert. 


6 | | This 
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This is the only example that I know 
remaining of a court fool or licenſed” 
jeſter ; an office formerly in all the courts 
ns ET RET 


W 0 which commands the town, and a 


kv 
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Manheim. 


E made a ſhort * to Heidelberg a 
few days ſince. That town is about 
four ge from Manheim. | 


i Heidelberg is ſituated in a hollow on the 
banks of the Neckar, and is ſurrounded by 
charming hills perfectly cultivatee. 


More cheerful ſcenes of exuberant ferti- 


lity are to be ſeen no where than along the 


fine chain, of hills which begin near this 
town, The ſummits of theſe hills are 
crowned with trees, and their ſides and 


bottoms are clothed with vines. 


The Elector's caſtle is placed on an emi- 


view 
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view of the valley below; but the caſtle it - 
ſelf unfortunately is commanded by another 
eminence too near it, from which this noble 
building was cannonaded when the whole 
Palatinate was pillaged and burnt, in conſe- 
quence of that cruel order of Lewis XIV. 
too literally executed by Turenne. 


The particulars of that diſmal ſcene have 
been tranſmitted from father to ſon, and are 
ſtill ſpoke of with horror by the peaſantry 
of this country, among whom the French 
nation is held in deteſtation to this 5 


While we were in the caſtle we did not 
omit viſiting the renowned Heidelberg tun; 
but as it was perfectly empty, it made but 
a dull and unintereſting appearance. 


The inhabitants of the Palatinate are 
partly Proteſtants, and partly Roman Catho- 
"lies, who live here in harmony with each 
other. The great church at Heidelberg 1s 
56-0 divided 
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divided into two apartments, in one of 

which the Proteſtants, and in the other, the 

Papiſts, perform public worſhip: -A fingu- 

lar proof of the moderation and coolneſs of 

people's minds with regard to a ſubject that 

| inflamed them fo violently f in the days of 
their anceſtors. 


We remained only one day at Heidelberg, 
and returned in the evening to this place. 
The lives and manners of the inhabitants of 
this city ſeem to be as uniform and formal 
as the ſtreets and buildings. No noiſe, mobs 
or buſtle; at mid-day every thing is as calm 
and quiet as the ſtreets of London at mid- 
night. This gives one the notion that the 
citizens are under the ſame reſtraint and : 
diſcipline with the troops. 


I have ſeen theſe laſt perform their exer- 
ciſe every morning on the parade. I was 
A good deal ſurpriſed to obſerve, that not 
only the movements of the ſoldiers muſkets, 


and 
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and the attitudes of their bodies, but allo 
their devotions, were under the direction of 
the major's cane. The following motions 
are performed as part of the military ma- 
nœuvres every day before the troops are 
marched to their different guards, 2 

The major flouriſhes his cane; the drum 
gives a ſingle tap, and every man under arms 
raiſes his hand to his hat ;—at a ſecond 
ſtroke on the drum, they take off their hats, 
and are ſuppoſed to pray ;—at a third, they 
finiſh their petitions, and put their hats on 
their heads.—If any man has the aſſurance. 
to prolong his prayer a minute longer than 
the drum indicates, he is puniſhed on the 


ſpot, and taught to be leſs devout for the 
future. 


The ingenious inventor of drums certainly 
never dreamt of their becoming the regula- 
tors of people's piety But the modern im- 
| proyements in the military a artare re truly won- 

W alas derful— 
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derful!—and we need not deſpair, after this, 
of ſeeing a whole regiment, by the progreſs 
of diſcipline, ſo modelled as to eat, drink, 
and perform other animal functions, uni- 
formly together, at the word of command, 
as they poiſe their firelocks. 
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9 Manheim. 
HAVING left orders at Geneva to for- 

ward all our letters of a certain date to 
Manheim, and to direct thoſe which ſhould 
come afterwards, to Frankfort on the Maine, 
I had the good fortune to receive yours 
laſt night. | 3 


feel as much indignation as you poſſibly 
can, againſt thoſe who endeavour to hurt the 
peace of families by malignant publications, 
and J enter fully into Lord 's on ſo un- 
merited an attack. Yet I ſhould be heartily 


ſorry to ſee theſe evils remedied by any re- 


ſtriction on the freedom of the preſs; be- 
cauſe I am every day more and more con- 
vinced that its unreſtrained productions, the 
licentious news-papers themſelves not ex- 

. Cepted, 


_ 


— — 
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cepted, have conveyed, to every corner, of 
Great Brizain,, ; along with much imper- 
tinence and ſcurrility, ſuch a regard for the 


conſtitution, ſuch a ſenſe of che rights of 
the ſubject, and ſuch a degree of general 
knowledge, as never were ſo univerſally dif- 
fuſed over any other nation. Such a law as 
your friend propoſes might, no doubt, pro- 
tect individuals from unjuſt attacks in print: 
but it would at the ſame time remove one 
great means of clearing their innocence, and 
making known their wrongs, when injured 
in à more eſſential manner. It would limit 
the right which every Briton has of publiely 
adreſſing his countrymen, when he finds 
himſelf injured or oppreſſed by the perver- ; 
fion of law, or the inſolenee of office. aa 


d 
«a 
OY 


. might be given of men of great | 
integrity being attacked in the moſt eruel 
and ungenerous manner by people high in 
office and guarded by power. Such "men 
* no other means of redreſs than that of 


. | appealing 


[7 +» ry 
kgs 
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appealing to the candour and good ſenſe of 
the public, which they uſed with ſucceſs. 
Every man'sobſervation may ſuggeſt tohim 
many kinds of injuſtice and oppreſſion which 
the rich, the inſidious, or the powerful, can 
commit in ſpite of law, or perhaps by the 
aid of law, againſt the poor, the unſuſ- 
pecting. and the friendleſs.— Many, who 
can ſilence conſcience and evade law, trem- | 
ble at the thoughts of their injuſtice being 
publiſhed; and nothing is, nothing can be, 
a greater check to the wantonneſs of power, 
than the privilege of unfolding private grie - 
vances at the bar of the public. For thus the 
cauſe of individuals is made a public con- 
cern, and the general indignation which 
their wrongs, excite, forms at once one of 
the ſevereſt puniſhments which can be in- 
flicted on the oppreſſor, and one of the 
ſtrongeſt, bulwarks that can be raiſed in de- . 
. of the . 


Wr J. Da By 
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By chis means alſo the moſt ſpeedy-and 
| effectual alarm is given all over the nation 
when any great public miſconduct happens, 
or upon any appearance of a deſign againſt 
the conſtitution; and many evils are detect- 
1 00 prevented, which otherwiſe miglit 
nauaꝛve been unobſerved, till they had betome 
coo ſtrong for remedy,” And though this 
3 liberty produces much filly advice and ma⸗- 
lignant cenſors without number, it kes 
| "wiſe opens the door to ſome of a different 
4 character, who give uſeful hints to miniſters, : 
| which would have been loſt without the 
; | freedom of "TER mona 28885 
e per and partial Anh, 


na 
| Which are the conſequences of public ree- 


311 


; |: dom; have been greatly exaggerated by ſome 
people, and repreſented as more than equi- 


Ds 


valent to all the advantages reſulting from a 
free government. But if ſuch perſon She Had 
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—— O01} E 


y  eyils 


Ss $V 


33 
4 
=? 


MANNERS IN FRANCE, &c. 403 


evils-which ſpring up in abſolute govern- 
meats, they would * de convinced of 
ee cet 
4 - The IE ee evil that e can, ariſe from the 
dertyis, that * 1 take adiſlike : 
to liberty herſelf, from the teaſing imperti- | 
nence and abſurdity of ſome of her real or 
affected well-wiſhers ; as a man might be- 
come: leſs fond of the company of his beſt 
friend, if be found him always attended by 
a.ſnappiſh cur, which without Provocation 
was always, growling and barking. 


| 
| 


| But to prove che weakneſs of Tack con- 
dud, \ we have only to call to mind that the 
fiream | of licentiouſneſs perhaps never roſe 
higher t chan! it did ſome years ſince i in Eng- 


1 land —And what: were e the mightye evils that 


Dj oak daring ſcribblers evaded 
| Dd 2 | the 
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theputiiſhment'they deſerved: Matty witi- 
dos were broken, and the charlots of 4 
few members of parliament were beat | 
tered with dirt by the mob. What are 
theſe frivolous diſorders when compared 
to the gloomy regularity produced by deſpo- 
tiſm? in which men are obliged to the moſt 
painful circumſpeQion in all their actions; 
are afraid to ſpeak their ſentiments on the 
moſt common occurrences ; ſuſpicious off 
cheriſhing government ſpies i in their houſe- 
hold ſervants ; diſtruſtful of their own re- 
lations and moſt intimate companions, and 
at all times expoſed to the oppreſſion of 
men in power, and to the inſolence of their 
favourites ? — No confuſion, in my mind, 
can be more terrible than the ſtern diſci- 
plined regularity and vaunted police of arbi- 
trary governments , where every heart is de- 
preſſed by fear, where mankind dare not 
aſſume their natural characters, where the 
free ſpirit muſt crouch to the ſlave in office, 
where genius muſt repreſs her effuſions, or 
| like 
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like the Egyptian. worſhippers, fer them 
bee to the calves of power; and 
where the human mind, always Har - 

1 ſhrinks, from every generous. effort. 
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LETTER, OY 


E left Manheim five or ſix days ago. 
It is very eaſy travelling through this 
part of Germany, the roads being perfectly 
good, and the country a continued b plain. 
From Baſil to within a few miles of Mentz, 
the poſting road does not make even the 
moſt gentle aſcent ; a vaſt length of coun- 
try to be all along a perfect level. | 


« © g 
3% FRIED WM + 


By the great numbers of Monks and 
Friars, of all colours and conditions, that 
are to be met near this city, we were ap- 
priſed of our entrance into an eccleſiaſtical 
ſtate, while the plump perſons and "roſy 
complexions of theſe Fathers ſufficiently 
proved, that they did not live in the fertile 
land of Rheniſh for nothing. 


However 
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However good Chriſtians they might be, 


many of them had much the appearance of 
paying occaſional homage to the ancient | 


heathen deity Bacchus, without beidg re- 
ſtrained in their wörſhip like the ſoldiers 
on the parade at Manheim. One of them 
in particular appeared to have juſt ariſen” 
from his devotion.—He moved along in 
the moſt unconcerned manner imaginaNſe, 
without obſerving any direct cou zrle, c or re- 
garding whether he went to the richt band 
or to the left. He muttered to himſelf as 
he went. Does he repeat his pater noſter?. 
ſaid I,—T rather i imagine he prays from 
1 we ce! the D= 


— e Bacche, rapis tui 

Plenum ? Quæ nemoru, aut quos agor in 
ſpecus 

Velox mente nova — ; 


"On both fills of the Rhine the ground 
here begins to become willy and irregillary 


1 T .D d 4 forming 
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forming banks finely; expoied to the fun. 


Here the heſt Rþegiſh wine is produced, and 


exen a very ſmall portion of theſe exuberant 
banks is of conſiderable value. A chain of 


well-inhabited - villages runs along from 
| Mentz, by Bacharach, all the way to Co- 
blentz, where the Rhine is ben by the 
Wales 4 LIE, e ein T&D! 


54 * 


3 18 fa to 8 its name « fd. 
ap. altar of Bacchus (Bacehi Ara) ſuppdſed 
to have. been erected by the Romans ia 
gratitude for the quantity and quality of 
the wine produced in the eee 
A little before we entered Mentz, 
paſſed by the Favorita, a beautiful * i 
belonging to the Elector, ſituated where 
the Rhine is Joined by the co I 


ug Dos: olga 
Ws: 18 finely 1 i built in an 
- irregular manner, and moſt plentifully pro- 
vided with churches. / The cathedraPfs but 
a gloomy. fabric. Ia chis there is hat 
d: they 


MANN ERS! IN FRANCE; Ke. 4 
they call ab treafury, — 
number el clumſy jen fome* ng 


d 4 mig _ — U 161 
ments“ © re 3 oy © LD 4 5980 30 85 SL >! Lead | 


ee are r crtuagiaciin; pang 0 | 
Jin I do not think the officersvhave that 
ſmart preſumptuous air which generally 
accompanies men of their profeſſion. They 
ſeem conſcious that the clergy are their 
waſtors; and, I have a notien, are a Httie 
out of eountenanee on that acebunt 
Ig II p b e e 04145 N din 
The ſueets wk With deut 
ſome of them in ſine coaches, and attended 
byls great number of ſervants; I remarked 
alſo many x genteel airy abbes; who, one 
could eaſily fee, were the moſt faſhionable 


PRO. and gue the ton at this ples. 


Though. it is as ſid EN in this 
,eleQorate- the clergy have taken exceeding 
e care of Giemlatves? ; yet, in juſtice to 


* 


| 410. VIEW. /OF/:80 CIEPYAND/ 


them, it muſt be acknowledged, that the 
people alſo ſeem to;be in an èaſy ſituation. 
The peaſantry appear to be in a ſtate of far 
greater abundance than thoſe of France, or 
even thoſe in the 33 of Manheim's 
— M 2GOW) BIOL 078; $1 4 
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I have Fra 3 ſee an ecclefiaticat 
court, and would willingly viſir this of 
Mentz; but the- D — of , WhO 
ſeems to have no exceſſive fondneſs for any 
court, ſays, a court of clergymen muſt be 
more diſmal and tedious than any other, 1 

and I fear will not be prevailed on to ap- | 
pear at this; in which caſe we will leave 
this place to- morrow ew early, with- 
out further a fe vie af 242 
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Frankfort on che Maine 


JE have been here two weeks. To 


form a proper judgment of the genius 


FS > 04 2 


and manners of : any nation, it is neceſſary : 


9 n 


to live familiarly) with the inhabitants for a 


SVH e193 12 1 


hs 
conſiderable t time; but a ſmaller degree of 
obſervation will ſuffice to give. a pretty juſt | 


idea of the nature of its government. The 


4231 * 


chilling effects of deſpotic oppreſſion, or 


the benign influence of freedom and com- 
merce, ſtrike the eye of: the moſt careleſs 


traveller. 


The ftreets at Frankfort are ſpacious and 
well-paved; the houſes ſtately, clean, and 
convenient, the ſhops well furniſhed ; ; the 
dreſs, the ne, the air, and general 

4 manners 
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manners of the inhabitants, „ ſufficiently 
| ſhow, without other information, that 
mere is no little deſpot within their walls, 
to impoveriſſi them in ſupport of his gran- 
deur, and to put every action of their lives, 
every movement of th ar e N 
reſtraint by! his Caprice, . 00 d. 10 


"The houſes are of brie 

W appearance chan brick: houſes in ge- 
neral, c owing chiefly to their being covered 
| with a kind of reddiſh ſtucco, which is 
come into uſe here of late, and, it is be- 
lieved, will render the buildings more 

durable. The fronts of many of the fineſt 
are alſo adorned with bas reliefs, of white 
Auceo, in imitation of marble. Theſe 
white ornaments, on the red ground, form 
too ſtrong a contraſt, and do not pleaſe an 
eye fond of ſimplicity. But the Germans, 
in general, have a taſte for ſhowy” örnäa- 
ment, in their dreſs, furniture, and houfes. 
Frankfort 16 4 free imperlal city, having a 
T0 ſmall 
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mall territory belonging to it, W 


verned' ORE magiſtraey. Br ont 
20S WW 11 fi nde job Ho el eil 
All religions are tolerated here, under 
certain reſtrictioas; but Lutheraniſm is 
the eſtabliſhed faith; as the Er ata are 
'of that communion, nr feta 


The principal church is in ** PE” 
<. the Roman | Catholics, but no public 
proceſſon. of the hoſt:is permitted through 
the ſtreets. All the ceremonies of their 
religion are confined; to the houſes of indi- 
viduals, or performed within the walls of 
this church. In it there is a chapel, to 
which the Emperor is conducted immedi- 
ately after his election, in order to be 
nnn by the Elector of Mentz. 


18 515916 1069 # F can 
-\Thedown ow a PRE in ahis ciaps 
where they perform their religious rites ; | 
but the ( alviniſts have never been allowed 
an publi ic Due d yerkue Within ther ter- 


Ham! ritory 
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ritory of Frankfort. They attend divine 
ſervice at a place called Bockenheim in the 
county of een, where n have built a 
church. | 


This is but unkind treatment; and. it 
ſeems, at firſt ſight, a litile extraordinary, 
that Martin Luther ſhould ſhow more in- 
dulgence to his old enemy Lord Peter, 
and even to Judas Iſcariot himſelf, than to 
his fellow-reformer John Calvin. N m 


Though Frankfort is thought a fine 
town, and the effect produced by the whole 
is magnificent, yet there are no buildings 
in particular worthy of attention. It is 
expected, however, that all ſtrangers 
ſhould viſit the town-houle, and ſee the 
chamber where the Emperor is elected. 
And it would be reckoned a great want of 
curioſity, not to ſee the famous golden bull 
which is kept there with the utmoſt care. 
A fight of this coſts a beiden a ſuf- 
or fſieient 
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ficient bries for a glance ef an old manu- 
ſcript; which not one perſon in a hundred 
can read, and ſtill fewer can an ünderſtünd. Fo” 


© N 


A countryman of ours who expected 
more amuſement for his money, com- 


plained loudly of this as an impoſition, and 
on hearing : a German talk of the high price 
which every thing bore in England, he re- 
torted on him in theſe words: —II n'y a 
rien en Angleterre i cher que votre taureay 


1 or a n, . 


0 There i is a cuſtom abſerved here, which 
Iſhall mention on account of its ſingularity, 
thou gh T h enquired in vain for its origin. 
Two women appear every day at noon on 
the battlements of the principal ſteeple, 
und play ſome very ſolemn airs with trum- 
pets. This muſie is accompanied by vocal 
pfalnbly; performed by four or five men, 
wo always attend the female trutpeters 
for tliat purpoſe.” 01072 7 6 21109 230110 hits 

2810 1 | The 


for 3 They are engaged 


by ſome families to officiate two or three 
Limes a week in the morning, before the 
maſter and miſtreſs of the: GM 
Ac ad blunt molly ein et Þ Aon 
When 8 . in tolerable circum- 
8 dies, a band of theſe ſweet ſingers 
aſſemble in the ſtreets before the houſe, 
and chant an hour every day to the corpſe, 
till it is interred· The ſame band acchm- 
panies the Wer - inging Wr all the 
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eee are ndiitied with an 4 0 Ok | 
mon degree of ſolemnity in this town 
A man clothed in a black cloak; and r- 
rying & erueifix, at the end of a long pole, 
leads ſhe proceſſion : A gteat number of 
hired mourners e tame dreſs} and each” 
* ; | x win 
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— eee in a hearſe; and lf, the 
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20 Tbeenede is mins in this mannef at 
all Funerals, Whether the deceaſed has diet! 
a Roman Catholic, a | Lutheran, or a Cal - 
viniſt. That this cuſtom ſhould be fol- 
lowed by the two latter, ſurpriſed” me a 
good deal. I ſhould have imagined chat 
the Calviniſts in particular, whatever they 
did with the lemons, would never have 
been —— the * 4+ Bn 
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There is a very 2 no — 
Calviniſts in this place; it is generally 
thought they are the moſt induſtrious, 
of the inhabitants. This may be partly 
_ owing t a circumſtance that ſome of them 

copſider ag a bardſbip their being en- 
cluded, from any thare-in the government 
175 Vor. * Ee of 
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of the eity-—Many of the. Calviniſt Tent 
hes, are deſeendents of French Prote 


8 4 


who left their quntry at "A revocation of 
the edict of Ne 8% 47 Bie 


* 


1 4 


" are es Le: 
_ conhiting entirely of French refugees; who, 
deſerting their country at the ſame time, 
have ſettled here in a cluſter. Their. de- 
ſeendents ſpeak French in their como 
eonverſatien, and retain many ann on- 
_ 3 to this hour. 1 86171 oy 
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Two or three families now living at 
Frankfort are of Engliſh origin. Their 
predeceſſors fled firſt to Holland, during 
the perſecutions in the reign'of Mary, ant 
being afterwards driven out of that country 
by the cruelty of the Duke of Alva, they 
at length found an aſylum for themſelves, 
and their poſterity, in 'this free imperial 
| city. iftracat oft M emnat dIdfeaabitanos 
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The number of Jews in — 1 
prodigious, conſideriug one diſmal incon- 
venience they are ſubjected to, being 
obliged to live all together in a ſingle ſtreet 
built up at one end: There is a large gate 
at the other, which is regularly ſhut at a 
certain hour of the night, after which no 
Jews dare appear in the ſtreets; but the 
whole - herd muſt remain cooped and 
crowded together, like ſo many black eats 
tle, till morning. As this ſtreet is nar- 
row, the room allotted for each family 
ſmall, and as the children of Iſrael were 
never remarkable for their cleanlineſs, and 
always noted for breeding; the Jews quar- 
ter, you will believe, is not the ſweeteſt 
part of the town. I ſcarce think they could 
. eee worſe lodged in the land of 


8 


They b. have ſeveral times made offer. of 
conſiderable ſums to the magiſtrates, of 


Frankfort for liberty to build or purchaſe 
5 > th 
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v3 EW, OF.SOCIETY,, AND 
Ea ſtreet for their een 
bat gl, ſuch \Propolals have hitherto. been 


dy 
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The Jews in Frankfort are obliged to 
fetch water when a fire happens in any 
part of the city, and the magiſtrates in re- 
turn permit them to chooſe judges out of 
their own body for deciding diſputes among 
themſelves ; but if either party, refuſes to 
ſubmit to this, an e in den to the 
magiſtrates, . 
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They muſt ee enjoy. Fa | 
great advantages by the trade they carry Oh 
to compenſate for ſuch inconveniencies. 
Daring the day-time they are allowed the 
liberty of walking all over the town; a 
privilege which they improve with equal 
aſſiduity and addreſs. ' They attack you in 
the ſtreet, ply at the gate of your lodgings, 
and even glide into your apartments, offer- 
ing to ſupply you with every er 
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17 you 
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you e can | have occaſion. r: And 25 
Happen to paſs by the entrance of t 
ſtreet, they intreat your cuſtom with 


violence and vociferation of 5 may 
Thames watermen. 1 


ee 4 ©! 1 
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rue "OM their ſynagogue. There 
is nothing magnificent in their worſhip ; 
but much apparent zeal and fervour. 1 
fur one of their moſt important rites per- 
formed on two children. It was impoſſible | 
not to feel compaſſion for the poor infants, 
thus cruelly initiated into a community, 
who had formerly the misfortune of being 
deſpiſed by the Heathens, and now are 
execrated by al] pious Chriſtians, ZE 
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LETTER XII. 


Frankfort on the Maine. 3 


eu” will 'M ſurpriſed at our remaining 

ſo long at a place where there is no 
bort, and few of thoſe entertainmelnits 
which allure and retain travellers, The 
truth! is, the D— of H=— ſeems fond of . 
this place; and as for my own part, I have 
formed an acquaintance with ſome very 
| worthy people here, whoſe friendſhip 1 
in take every occaſion to Knete. 185 


(TRI! 


er here i is divided Int Nobleſſe * 
the Bourgeois. The firſt conſiſts of ſome 
noble families from various parts of Ger- 
many, who have choſen Frankfort for their 
reſidence, and a few original citizens of 
Frankfort, but who have no obtained the 
rank n The citizens ohe con- 

g- +7” nect 
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nect themſelves with ſtrangers, have made 
their fortunes by commerce, which ſome of 
them ſtill follow. 1 1 


Ihere is a public aſſembly for the nobi- 
lity once a week, at which they drink tea, 
converſe, or play at cards from ſix to ten- 
On the, other nights the ſame company 
meet Iternately at each other's houſes, and 
paſs the evening in the ſame manner. None 
of the Bourgeois families are invited to theſe 
Parties, but they have aſſemblies of the ſame : 
kind among themſelves, and often entertain 
their friends and the ſtrangers with whom 
they are acquainted, in a very hoſpitable 
manner at .their tables, The noblemen 
 whoreſide in Frankfort, and the nobility of 
all:degrees; and of every nation, who acct- 
dentally paſs, through it, cheerfully accept of 
theſe invitations to dine with the citizens, but 
none of the German ladies of quality conde 
ſcend ſo far. While their fathers, huſbands, 
and brothers, are entertained at a Bourgeois 
n 1 table, 
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tahlez they chule;rather to. dine at home by 
ihemſelyes; and they certainly judge wiſelys 
Wd Prefer a * es to ra 
Is 10 bai x 5 1919 
The diſtinaion of NE 18 ewe in 
Germany; with all the ſcrupulous: preciſion” 
that a matter of that importance deſerves: 
There is a public concert in this place ſup” 
ported by ſubſeription. One would imagine 
that the ſubſcribers would take their ſeats as 
they entered the room, that thoſe who came 
earlieſt would have their choice. No men 
matter. The two firſt rows are kept fe the * 
ladies of quality, and the wives and daugli- 
ters of the citizens muſt be contented to ſit 
behind, let them come at what hour, and 
pay what money they pleaſe —Aﬀter" n, . 
this is not ſo bad as in an aſſembly of no- 
bility, where commons are not permitted 
to ſit, even in the lobby, whatever price 
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they PAT haye Rnd! for en {e; vr 
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Sigce we attived, the "Uitatre Hb been” | 
opened'for the Winter, by 4 trodp 'of Gere 
an comedians. I was 5 the Heft night; 
previous to the play, there was a kind of al- 
legorical prologue, intended as a compli iment 
to the magiſtrates of Frankfort. This was 
performed by Juſtice, Wiſdom, and Plenty, 
each of whom appeared in perſon, with the 
uſual: attributes. The laſt was very pro- 
perly perſonated by a large fat woman, big 

with child. As to the two former, I hope, 
fon the ſake of the good people of Frankfort, 
kharx they are better repreſented in the towyn- 
council, than they were on the ſtage. This 
prologue was concluded by a long harangue 
pronounced by the plumpeſt Apollo, I dare 
venture to ſay, that ever appeared in the 
heavens above, or on the earth nn Scr 
| 50110 1 100 JO 518! ahn 0 a4 
After this the play w! which wit a 4 
German tranflaũion of the Engliſh play of * 
George Barnwell, with n altera 
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ons. Barn well is repreſented as an impru- 
dent young man; but he does not mur- 
der his uncle, as in the Engliſh play, or com- 
mit any groſs crime; the German tranſlator 
therefore, inſtead of A" 980 marries 
— at "ſe end „„ * ee 


8 1 r 
| 1131 1400 
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« Moſt of the yon OO babe on the Ger- 
man ſtage, are tranſlations from the Engliſh 
or French; for Germany, ſo fertile in wri - 
ters in divinity; juriſprudence, medicine, 
chymiſtry, and other parts of natural philo- 
ſophy, has nn few nn till of __ 


it 
by nova progeniea. 2 0 dewittitur al, 
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and the Gertaht muſe is now admired all 
over Europe. Her beauties ate felt and ap- 
plauded by men of genius, even through the 
medium of a tranſlation, which is a ſtrong 
| proof of her original energy. It muſt; how - 
ever; be a great diſcouragement to German 
—_— denen ee — 


e219) 136 AY 


in 


MANNERS IN FRANCE; de., 437, 
in all the courts, and that French plays are 
ee there i in mie 1 

The . ga of, 15 ne is 
treated like a vulgar and provincial dialect, 
while the French is cultivated as the only 
proper language for people of faſhion.— 
Sig ere the firſt e are ee 
ei enges — to 3 
| ignorant of this, that it may not hurt their | 
pronunciation of the other. I have met with 
people who conſidered it as an accompliſh» 
ment to be unable to expreſs themſelves in 
the language of their country, and who have 
pretended to be more ignorant, in this par- 
ticular, than they were in reality. 


I have been aſſured by many, who under- 
ſtand the German language well, that it is 
nervous, copious, moſt expreſſive, and ca- 
pable of all the graces of poetry. The truth 
of this appears by! the . of ſeveral late 
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n bie or scene Kb 
Writers, Wh Have endeavoured to check this 
unnatüräl "prejudice in their" G 
| and to reſtore the language of their anceſtors 
to its nativ e honouts.—But what a are the ek⸗ 
forts of good ſenſe; taſte, and genius, in op- 
Poſition to faſhion, and "We" influence of 
courts 7 wy ine 0 Hoa. 21108 3415 
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£4 e the winter amuſements of | this 
place, traineau parties may be reckoned. 
Theſe can take place in the time of froſt 
only, and when there is a conſiderable quan⸗ 
tity of ſnow upon the ground. I had an 
opportunity of ſeeing a very ſplendid enter 
tainment of this kind lately, which was 
giyen by ſome young gentlemen to an equal 
| number of ladies.” Erie os Nm ROOT: 
| i Ho ev 49} 
A traineau is a machine in paved? H 
korſe, lion, ſwanz or in that of à Prifffü, 
unicorn, or ſome other fanciful form, Wit. 
ont wheels; but made below Ike d fledge, 
for the conventerity'of fliding' er the Bbw. = 


ee A . Some 
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Some are gilded, and qtherwiſe ornamented, 
according to the whim of the proprietor,» 
A pole ſtands up from one ſide, to which an 
enſign or flag is faſtened, which waves over 
the heads of thoſe placed on the machine, 
The lady, wrapped i in fur, fits before, and 
the gentleman ſtands behind on a board, 

made for that purpoſe. 


er 10 27adampiuinnts 12167 J AA 
he r is 3 oa two e which 
axe either conducted by a poſtillion, or driven 
by the gentleman.— The benen are gaudily 
ornamented, and have bells eee 


aN Han dine, 


ü _—_ cover them. 
LIE. 
This AY -confified of, W W 
traineaus, each attended by two or three 
ſervants on horſeback with flambeaux; for 
this amuſement was taken when it began to 
grow. dark. One traineau took the lead 
the, reſt followed at a convenient diſtance in 
a line, and drove; for two for three hours 
c eff piggäpeh 354618509 guerra ab: 


Imo Frankfort. 
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The horfes'go at a briſk'trot or 
-canter3\ the motion of the traiheau is eafy 
and agreeable; the bells, enſigns, and 
torehes, make à very gay and fhowy ap- 
pearanee, which ſeemed to be much reliſhed 


by the parties immediately a wad 
admired by the ſi — 


A few days after this — a as 
we were preparing to ſet out for Hanau 
in a traineau, Mr. 8—, brother to Lord 
8, arrived at the inn. Though he had 
travelled for two days and nights, with- 
out having been in bed, he was ſo little 
fatigued, that he went along with us. Ha- 
nau is ſome leagues diſtant from Frankfort. 
We had a full proof of the fine eaſy motion 
of the traineau, which, in the time of froſt, 
and when there is a proper quantity of ſnow 
on the ground, is certainly the moſt delight- 
ful way of OY that ok e 
Waigel fine e 21 H bbs! 
ble 5 avidistbagng ifs SG bas 
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Hana is the reſidence of the Hereditary | 
Een of Heſſe Caſſel. As we entered the 
town we met the Prineeſs, who is ſifter-ig« 
law to the King of Denmark. She, with | 
ſome of che ladies of the court, was _ | 
the dircalſo-in-a traineau. l oh 
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Beſides the Gehe of SM. two regi- 
ments of Hanoverians are there at preſent. 
The Hereditary: Prince is not on the beſt 
terms with his father. He lives here, how- 
ever, in a ſtate of independency, poſſeſſed 
of the revenues of this country, which is 
guaranteed to him by the Kings of Britain, 
Denmark, and Pruſſia; but there is no in- 
tercourſe between this little court and 20 
of Heſſe Caſſel. 

WO "iii we returned to Frankfort. 
The D— prevailed with Mr. S to remain 
a longer time at Frankfort than he had in- 
tended. He is a ſenſible young man of ſpirit 
and ambition. His grandfather, the old 
Stang H Ear! 


* VIBW,QF, so ET. 

Earl of D—, endeavours to ſeduce him into 
holy orders, promiſing him a living of 20001. 
a year, which is in the gift of the family: 
This you wall. acknowledge to be a tempta- 
tion which few younger brothers could with - 
ftand. Nature, however, ſeems to have 
deſtined this young gentleman for another 
line in life. My own opinion is, he would 
rather have the command of a troop of dra- 
goons, than be promoted to. the See of | 
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| Frankfort, 8 
Sou of the nobility who reſide in this 
city, take every opportunity of pointing 
out the eſſential difference that there is, and 
the diſtinctions that ought to be made, be- 
tween their families and thoſe of the Bour- 
geois, who, though they have, by commerce 
or ſome profeſſion equally ignoble, attained 
great wealth, which enables them to live in 
a ſtile of magnificence unbecoming their 
rank; yet their noble neighbours inſinuate, 
that they always retain a vulgarity of ſenti- 
ment and manners, unknown to thoſe whoſe 
blood has flowed pure through ſeveral ge- 
nerations, unmixed with that puddle which 
ſtagnates in the veins of plebeians. 


Vor. I. 9 The 
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- The D. of H does not ſeem to hã ve 
ſtudied natural philoſophy with accuracy 
ſufficient to enable him to obſerve this diſ- 
tinction. He mingles in the ſocieties of the 
citizens, with as much eaſe and alacrity, as 
in thoſe- of the nobility, dining with the 
one, and drinking coffee with the other, itt 
the moſt impartial manner, and between 
the two he contrives to amuſe” himſelf 
tolerably well. 1 


* if 
SS x VE 


The two families with which we are in 
the greateſt degree of intimacy, are thoſe of 
Monſ, de Barkhauſe, and Monſ. P. Gogle. 
The former is a principal perſon in the ma- 
giftracy, a man of learning and worth. His 
lady is of a noble family in the dukedom of 
Brunſwic, a woman of admirable good 
ſenſe and many accompliſhments. She is 
well acquainted with Engliſh and French 
literature. The French language ſhe ſpeaks 
like a native, and though ſhe cannot converſe 
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in Engliſh without difficulty, ffle under- 
ſtands and n aan works ebnete our 
beſt authors. Urn Zons OJ Ink 
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part of Europe, and is equally acquainted 
with men and books. He has made a plen- 
tiful fortune by commerce, and lives im | 
very e ahl and hoſpitable manner. 


11 * 
o* 1 10. 


In theſe two > houſes we e meet 
with the beſt company of both the claſſes of 
ſociety in this place, and in one or other when 
there is no public aſſembly we generally paſs 
the afternoon.— The former part of the day 
(a thaw having lately diſſolved the ſnow). 
we often paſs in jaunts to the environs of 

this place, which are "ery beautiful. 

1 ds 

As the D of EN ad Is were WP 
one day along the banks of the Maine, near 
che village of Heix, which is in the territg- 
ries of the Elector of Mentz, we obſerved a 
0 Ff 2 building 
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building Which ſeemed to be the reſidenee 
of ſome prince, or biſhop at leaſt. We were 
ſurpriſed we never had heard it ſpoken of, 
as it had a more magnificent appearance 
than any modern building we had ſeen fince 
out arrival in Germany. We rode up; and 
vpon entering it, found that the apartments 
within, though not laid out in the beſt taſte, 

| ſeemed to correſpond, in point of expence, 
with! oy e . e | 


1 * " 
P — WILEY * — 9 
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© We were date the workmen, who 
were employed in finiſhing theſe apart- 
ments, that this palace belonged to a'tobac- 
coniſt in Frankfort, where he ſtill kept ſhop, 
and had accumulated a prodigious fortune 
by making and ſelling ſnuff. | * 9 
Near to the principal houſe, there is 
another great building intended for a work- 
houſe, in which tobacco is to be manu- 
factured, with many apartments for the 
e and vaulted cellars in which the 
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various 
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various kinds of ſnuff are to be kept moiſt, 
till ſent for inland ſale to Frankfort, or 
Wee on the Maine for Og markets. 


8 182 


© "The: owner abend us, wan were naked 

| thats hundred rooms in both. buildings, and 
the greater number of theſe belonged to the 
dwelling-houſe. We did not chuſe to puzzle 

the man by difficult queſtions, and therefore 
refrained from enquiring, what uſe he ins 
tended to make of ſuch an amazing number 

of rooms, which ſeemed rather contrived as 
barracks for two or three thouſand ſoldiery, 
W any other dare 8 


On our return to town, we were informed 
that this perſon, who is not a native of 
Frankfort, though he has been many years 
eſtabliſhed there, had applied to the magi- 

_ ſtrates. for liberty to purchaſe a certain ſpot 
of ground, on. which he propoſed to build a 
 dwelling-houſes,&c. which cannot a Sane 
yy any bu eitiaeng, withar ut, the conſent 
2UONBY - FF 3 | the 
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the council. This being refuſed, he bought 
a little piece of land in che territory of 
Mentz, immediately beyond that of Frank- 
fort, and on the banks of the Maine; and 
being highly piqued by the refuſal he had 
met with from the magiſtrates, he had 
reared a building greatly larger and more 
extenſive than was neceſſary, or than he at 
firſt had intended, in the full perſuaſion that 
the remorſe of the magiſtrates would be * 
| ch ER to the ſize of 1 fabri. a 
The had 1 3 a 
fifty thouſand pounds on this temple of 
vengeance, and his wrath againſt the ma- 
giſtrates ſeems to be yet unappeaſed for he 
ſtill laviſhes his money with a rancour 
againſt theſe unfortunate men, that is very 
unbecoming a Chriſtian. The inhabitants 
of Frankfort, while they acknowledge tlie 
imprudence of the magiſtrates, do not ap- 
plaud the wiſdom of their antagoniſt, in 
whoſe brain they a there muſt be ſome 
(2! 1 8 KY? 9383 | 
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apartments as empty a8 _ in "the "val 
ua he is nne, Yaig 81771 & 


Wü at his Dine: and I condo to 
Bergen, a ſmall village which has been ren- 
dered eminent by the attempt made there 
by Prince Ferdinand on the French army 
in nen 1759. t ei 


en were „ Is BY Meſſe. 4 1 
Leſſener, two gentlemen, now retired from 
the ſervice, and living at Frankfort, who 
had been in the action, one a Captain in the 
Hanoverian army, the other of the ſame 
rank in the French. ; LEES IT 


28 ; 5 ES 323112 
pie the winter ** "OR memorable 


year, you may remember that the French, 
with, more. policy than juſtice, had ſeized 
upon this neutral city, and eſtabliſhed, their 
head- quarters here. This was attended by, 
great advantages, ſecuring to them the courſe 


of the Maine, and Upper Rhine, by which 
| RJESIMNIROE FF 4 they 
2 
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they received ſupplies from Straſſ 
all the intermediate cities 


| Prince Ferdinand having formed the de- 
fign of driving them from this advantageous 
ſituation, before they could be reinforced, 
ſuddenly aſſembled his army, which was 
cantoned about Munſter, and after three 
days of forced marches, came inſight of the 
French army, at that time commanded by 
the Duke de Brogho, who, having received 
intelligence of the Prince's ſcheme, had 
_ a very PR — 


ke? AE FERRER of * 1 3th of ts 
Prince began his attack on the right wing of 
the French army, which occupied the vil- 
lage of Bergen.— This was renewed with 
great vivacity three ſeveral times. The 

Prince of Iſembourg, and about 150 ff 
che Allies, fell in the action, which. was 
prolonged till the evening; Pritiee Ferdi“ 
* then determining to draw off his 


10 


troops, 
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| troops, made fuch a diſpoſition as conviticed 
the enemy he intended a peneral attack next 
morning—and by this means he accom- 
pliſhed his retreat in the night, without 
. haraſſed "OO the French. N 


I have heard officers of great merit aſſert; 

that nothing could be more judiciouſly 
Planned and executed, than this enterpriſe; 
the only one of importance, however, in 
which that great General failed during the 
whole war. 


By this — the allied army were 
reduced to great difhculties, and the progreſs 
of the French, with the continued retreat 
of the Allies, ſpread ſuch an alarm over the 
Electorateof Hanover, that many individuals 
ſent their moſt valuable effects to Stade, from 
whence: they might be conveyed to Eng- 
land.— The affairs of the Allies were ſoon 

after re-eſtabliſhed by the deciſive victory of 
Minden, which raiſed the military character 
1 of 
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of Prince Ferdinand higher than ever; 
though officers of penetration, who were at 
both actions, are ſtill of opinion, that his 
talents were to the full as conſpicuous at 
Bergen, where he was repulſed, as at the 
glorious field of Minden, by which Hano- 
yer and Brunſwic were preſerved, and th 

French obliged to abandon almoſt all Weſt- 
— us rite & wo une 
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ont deins da. ung Frankfort. 
1 Returned a few days ſince from Darm- 
ſtadt, having accompanied the D—= of 
H—— on a viſit which he made to that 
court. SS, 


The reigning Prince of Heſſe Darmſtadt 
not being there, we were directed to pay our 
firſt viſit to the Princeſs Maximilian, his 
aunt.—She invited us the ſame evening to 
play at cards and ſup with her.— There 
were about ten people at table. The Prin- 
ceſs was gay, affable, and talkative.— The 
D— confeſſed he never had paſſed an even- 


ing ſo agreeably with an old woman in 
his life, 


Next 


1 
3 
| 
| 

: 

. 

{ 

& 

[ 


ve were preſent, there was only the ordinary 
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Next morning we went to the parade, 
n an obje * — attention at this 


— for —— Aan ps evolu- 
tions.—Drilling and exereiſing his ſoldiers 


are his chief amuſements, and almoſt his 


ſole employment. That he may enjoy this 
in all Kinds of weather, and at every ſeaſon 
of the year, he has built a room ſufficiently 
capacious to admit 1500 men, to perform 
their exerciſe in it all Os” 

4 This room 18 accommodated with ſixteen 
ſtoves, by which it may be kept at the exact 
degree of temperature which ſuits his High- 
neſs's conſtitution.— On the morning that 


guard, conſiſting of three hundred men, 
who having performed their exerciſes, atid 
marched for an hour up and down this ſpa- 
cious Gymnaſium, were divided into * 


2 18. 
and detached to their ba polls. 
32 99 OJ 9981190 STE OA EW 25 he 
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The Darmſtadt ſoldiers are tall, tolera 
clothed, and above all. things remarka 
well powdered. They go ane their 
manceuvres with that dexterity which may 
be expected of men who are continually 
employed in the ſame. action, under the 
eye of their prince, who is an admirable 
judge, and ſevere critic in this part of the 
military art. BE 317, LOR AG 


There is no regular fortification round 
this town; but a very high ſtone - wall, which 
is not intended to prevent an enemy from 
entering, being by no means adequate to 
ſuch a purpoſe; but merely deſigned to hin- 
der the garriſon from deſerting, to which 
they: are exceedingly inclined ; theſe/poor 
men taking no delightin the warlike amuſe- 
ments which conſtitute the ſupreme Joy: of 
| their, 1 | ; teh 


e180 0 


Gchtinels a are e placed at ſmall diſtances al 
round the wall, who are obliged to be ex- 
ceedingly 
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csedingly alert. One ſoldier gives the words 

it well in German, to his neighbour off 
the right, who immediately calls the ſamne 
to the centinel beyond him, and ſo it goes 
round till the firſt ſoldier receives the 
words from the left, which he tranſmits to 
the right as formerly, and ſo the call cir- 
culates without any ene through 
the whole 0810 +:570ds vide 


- Every other part of garriſon duty is per- 
formed with equal exactneſs, and all nes 
glects as ſeverely . as if an e 
were at the gates. C DED Led. 
The men are ſeldom more than two 
nights out of three in bed. This, with the 
attention requiſite to keep their clothes 
and accoutrements clean, is very hard duty, 
eſpecially at preſent, when the froſt is un- 
commonly keen, and che Lerner covered 1 
Wich eee eee e bene 
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There 


2 [© } 
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There is a, ſmall; body of cavalry; at 
Darmſtadt juſt now. They are dreſſed in 
buff eoats, and magnificently. accoutred. 
Theſe are the horſe· guards of the prince. 
Few as they are, I never ſaw ſo many men 
together of ſuch a height, in my life, none 
of them being under ſix Engliſh feet three 
inches high, and ſeveral of them conſider- 
ably above that enormous ſtature. 


The Prince of Heſſe Darmſtadt. for- 
merly kept a greater number of troops: 
At preſent his whole army does not ex- 
ceed five thouſand men. But as the con- 
duct of princes, however judicious it may 
be, ſeldom paſſes uncenſured, there are 
people who blame him for entertaining“ 
even this number. They declare, that 
this prince's finances, being in very great 
diſorder, cannot ſupport this eſtabliſh- 
counted high, conſidering the extent of 


his dominions. They infiſt alſo upon the 


9190] * loſs, 


| | | which ee, nun. 5 
wut ſuſtain, by having the flouteſt naw 
taken . en theſe neceſſary employs 


: fre: thouſand men, eee ict 
the country, is not ſuſſicient to defend it; 
that the number is by far; too great for 
1 am uſement, and n too imalt for may 
Senner uf. Me © 30 e Me: 

| N At t: ir een 
1 "The ame . wre e dined with the „i- 
were e to Prince George's family. 
He is brother to the reigning | Prince: 
He happened ta be indiſpoſed; but his 
r e Ge: D— with the ut- 


$C318 2 


Their 3 . ons ol iden: 
daughters were at ſupper. .'Fhe former 
in e — are well · 
1 „ - --- - Jookillp, 


. 
9 
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has beſtowed © on their education. 


| Next morning we were 1957554 to 1 
faſt, by the Baron Riedeſal, at a pleaſant 
22 he has near Darmſtadt.— 

His G— went with, him, in a carriage of 


A very particular conſtruction. The Baron 
ſat on a low ſeat next the horſes, and drove; . | 
the D in a higher place behind him. 
| Each of theſe is made for one perſon only; 


but behind all, there was a wooden ſeat, in 


the ſhape of a little horſe, on which two 


ſervants were mounted. The uſual poſting- 
chaiſes in this country hold fix perſons with 
eaſe; and people even of the firſt rank 
generally have two or three ſervants in the 


_ chaiſe with them. In point of ceconomy,. 
theſe carriages are well imagined; and, in 


the time of froſt, not inconvenient ; for 
here travellers take ſpecial care to fortify 


themſelves againſt cold by cloaks lined 


: Vor. I, G 8 9 95 with 


k bly accompliſhed, and do 
ind exedit to the great pains their mother 6 | 


— oe — ., 22 — 2 
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will Zohan 1. II 2 


with fur. But W! en it rage Kurd Fo 


18 „ 


che company at 1ealt muſt be drenched: fr 
the German chaiſes ars n vet 5 eget 


vered above, 98 


; Dail: 


105 Pg col with Count n in A 
Hach. We paſſed the forenoon very agree 
ably at this houſe, wich ſeems to be ad. 


eins 1 hs 
* yantageouſly Htuated ; but in its preſent 
ſa oy dreſs, one can no more judge of the 
4 7 8 1 

natural” complexion of the coutitry, thin of | 


on] is: 


that of! an adreſs — we the tage. 


#30 3553 4 7 


We 7850 with bande Perg who a 
ſufficiently recovered to be at table. He is 
a a handſome n man, of a — dert. 


88 # © 


the miliary carte; 


His fecond fot, who had been abſent for 
ſome weeks, atrived while we were at table. 
He i is a fine youhg man, abvut eighteen 
your: of age. 1 Was wan to obſerve the 

— | 
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Von which this ſmall pk di = 


fuſed over the faces of father, mother, at and 
the Whole family, which formed a groupe” 


worthy the — of Greuſe, OST Tp 


1 1 9 > bes ee T7 


Ds not © Faſo that I am prejudiced in 
fir of this family, merely becauſe they 
d- to a prince. An appearance 'of 
domeſtic happineſs is always agreeable, 


hither we find them in a palace or a cot- 
tage; and the ſame ſymptoms of good hu- 
mour, though they would not have ſur- 
prized me ſo much, would have delighted 
-me equally in the family of a peaſant, , 
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